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  TUESDAY 25th JUNE 2019 - Term 2 Week 10 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Susi 

 
Funded 3 year old kindergarten  
The Department of Education and Training (DET) is preparing for the roll-out of a 
subsidised 15-hour kindergarten program for all 3 year-olds across Victoria. Ernst & 
Young has been appointed to conduct a survey with every kindergarten and long day 
care facility in Victoria about their existing infrastructure and workforce capacity. 
This will enable DET to be as responsive as possible to local needs.  
Our service completed this on-site survey last week. We are well-established to 
deliver this program because we already offer up to 5 mornings/sessions a week for 
3 year old kindergarten and employ Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) registered 
qualified early childhood teachers to deliver the program as part of the Montessori 
model of education. In 2021, Beechworth Montessori will be funded to deliver up to 
15 hours of kindergarten programs for three-year-olds. 
 
NADOIC Week 2019, 7 -14 July Theme - Voice. Treaty. Truth. Let’s work together for 
a shared future. 
While NADOIC Week falls within the school holidays, our school is planning to join in 
celebrating the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, during the first two weeks of Term 3.  
Across the school, classes will be discussing the following questions - What is 
Country? What is an Acknowledgement of Country? What does Traditional 
Custodians mean? Who are the Traditional Custodians of the area? What are the 
Aboriginal language/languages that are spoken by the Traditional Custodians?  
To answer these questions we will be seeking Aboriginal members of our community 
to find out what an Acknowledgement of Country for the school would be.  We look 
forward to introducing an Acknowledgement of Country as part of our school events 
and occasions.      
 
Farewell to Jade: We are very sad to say that Jade Allwood will be leaving at the end 
of this term to head back to Queensland to be closer to her family. Jade is an amazing 
multi-tasker as she has changed roles throughout the week working across 3 
classrooms, from Director to assistant and back again! Jade leaves with our well-
wishes for her future as an exceptional early childhood teacher. We hope to hear 
from her once she has settled in the north. 
 
We also wish Kat (and her family) all the best as they make the most of long service 
leave and venture/journey across Australia during Term 3. Kat will be back in Term 
4 and no doubt with stories to tell! 
 
Finally, it is time for us all to enjoy the winter holidays.  
 
Warm regards, Susi. 
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 What’s on this term 

Fruit Fly Circus Performance 
Tues 25 June 

Reports Distributed Wed 26 June 

Tigereye Ancient Greek Night 
(Year 5 & 6) Wed 26 June 

Last day of term. School 
concludes at 2.15pm  Fri 28 June 

What’s on next term 

Term 3 starts Mon 15 July 

National Tree Day Fri 26 July 

PUPIL FREE DAY Mon 12 August 

Term 3 ends Fri 20 September 
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Early Years News 

 

From the Ruby Room

During the last few weeks, the children in the Ruby Room 

have been working cheerfully. We have been amazed by 

their level of independence and the way they perform 

their daily duties when expectations are clear and  to 

their individual level.  We are often witnessing the magic 

that happens in the Montessori classroom, when each 

child finds that clear moment of peace and contentment, 

when performing a task and clearly seems to be enjoying 

their work with such concentration.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The children have been dedicating lots of time to their 

work, working with purpose and fulfilling that inner joy 

they experience when performing tasks with lots of 

repetition which is so important and that Maria 

Montessori witnessed during her observations.  

Some might question, though, what repetition looks like. 

Repetition does not necessarily mean that the child has 

to engage in the same exact work over and over again. 

Anything that provides the child with practice of a 

previously learned skill, including extensions and games, 

is repetition. In fact, extensions and games provide 

higher-level repetition since they often involve synthesis, 

analysis, and application of previous concepts.  

“Repetition is the secret of perfection” – Maria 

Montessori. 

As children are growing and developing, our classroom is 

going through a beautiful stage. When children are 

settled and happy they start their routine with 

confidence and their levels of concentration are growing. 

The older children like to work for extended periods of 

time without being interrupted, even seeing younger 

children playing outside doesn’t seem to distract them. 

They enjoy the peace of the environment and the 

connection with the resources. Deep levels of 

concentration are developing and the three hour work 

cycle is starting  to emerge.  During these prolonged work 

periods the outcomes are: 

 Satisfaction with the completion of the work 

 Desire to learn through the materials 

 Excitement about and focus on the work 

As the ability to concentrate improves, the children also 

develop better self-control and self-regulation. 

During the last two weeks, the children have been 

performing and putting into practice lots of practical life 

skills during cooking sessions.  The weather has been cold 

so we don’t last very long outdoors but we come inside 

and enjoy the warm taste of pumpkin soup, hand made 

breads and fruit pastries, we love the winter cosiness and 

comfort foods that bring us together.  
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Cycle 1 News 

 

From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms

Intergeneration Learning Program 
We have had a further 2 visits to the Beechworth Aged 
Care facility. Melissa took a group of eight Cycle 1 
children and two Cycle 3 children to Stringybark Lodge to 
visit and interact with the residents on 29/5/19. The 
children read stories, built models using magnets, 
completed jigsaws, coloured and cut, and made pasta 
necklaces. The group grew larger as more residents came 
to see what we were doing and soon there was hardly 
room to move. There were lots of comments about how 
skilled the children were at the various activities. One of 
the women brought out a large scrap book to show the 
children. Before leaving, Charlie McLachlan entertained 
everyone with his piano playing.  
 
The following fortnight, Tameeka took eight very keen 
Cycle 1 children and two Cycle 3 helpers to our third 
Intergenerational Learning session. It was the first visit to 
Acacia Lodge, which was a little confusing for the children 
because it looked the same as Stringybark. This visit saw 
a lot more interaction between the children and the 
residents. One boy made playdough monsters with two 
men, Betty worked with the children making cards, a 
small group played with the magnetic sticks, a child cut 
up fruit for us to share, some threaded leaves onto string 
and the watercolour paints had the children and the 
residents working side by side. It was a beautiful sight to 
see, smiles galore. With each visit the children’s 
confidence has grown as has the residents’ participation 
– we are starting to see some genuine connections form. 
At the end of visit the children played the colour game 
using the scarves and then we all had a small beanbag 
and did The Beanbag Bop. 
 
Our last visit for this term is on Wednesday. We would 
like to thank Tania Sutton for being available each 
fortnight as a parent helper.  
 

 

 
Cycle 1 Working Together 
We have regular times during the morning work cycle 

where the children from both Emerald and Amethyst 

work together. On Tuesday mornings, the Kinder 

children are in Amethyst room to participate in music 

lessons with Celine Muir, while the preps work in 

Emerald to continue their morning work cycle. Similarly, 

every second Wednesday Melissa or Tameeka attend the 

Intergenerational Learning program with a small group of 

children. The remaining children work altogether in one 

room with the remaining staff. These opportunities to 

combine classes allow the children to explore new social 

connections.   

An example of a lovely learning opportunity was last 

Tuesday when all the Preps were working in Emerald. We 

had someone from the Department of Education 

measuring the room when Kai approached George and 

Tameeka and said “How long is this roll of paper?” The 

two boys went off together, they rolled out the paper, 

taped it to the floor and then used the metre ruler to 

mark off and number each metre. With great excitement 

they announced that the paper roll was 15 metres and 56 

centimetres long. 
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Appropriate Clothing 

It is important that the children have appropriate 
clothing, which is labelled, as the weather gets cooler. 
We will be outside at the usual times of the day and we 
do not have too many spare jackets. 
 
Lunches 
As the weather gets cooler we are seeing more food in 
lunch boxes that require heating up in the microwave. 
We can do this but you need to be aware that we must 
heat the food for 2 minutes to a minimum of 60˚C. An 
alternative is for you to heat the food at home and put it 
into a thermos that is sent to school. 

Freedom 

From birth, children are deeply interested in everything 

around them. They are driven to explore their world in 

the service of their own development. If they are to 

respond to this drive, children need the freedom to 

explore and discover their environment independently, 

and to engage their full attention on what interests them 

with a minimum of interference and interruption.  

When infants, children and young people are given 

freedom in Montessori educational environments, they 

are free to think for themselves, to make judgements, 

and to manage the consequences of those judgements. 

They are free to expand their independence and to take 

responsibility commensurate with their level of 

independence.  

In Montessori environments infants, children and young 

people are free to:  

 choose activities from among those previously 
introduced; 

 work with activities for as long as their interest 
dictates and until an internal satisfaction is 
achieved; 

 choose their place of work and the people they 
work with; 

 communicate with others; 

 work without interruption; and 

 develop their own individual work pattern.  
 

Clear and unambiguous limits to children’s freedom are 

also necessary to ensure their safety and the harmonious 

functioning of the learning environment, as well as their 

family and community. Infants, children and young 

people in Montessori environments are not free to 

disturb or harm others.  

Montessori National Curriculum p6 
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Whole School News 

 

Piano Lessons at Beechworth Montessori 

Peter Benson is a full-time 
piano teacher. He has been 
teaching piano for more than 
30 years, 11 years of this time 
at Beechworth Montessori 
School.  
 
He has a Bachelor of Creative Arts in Composition and 
Jazz Piano from the University of Wollongong. For many 
years he has worked as a professional musician, as a solo 
artist and in various band lineups. He is a qualified P-12 
music teacher, and has also taught music at TAFE. 
 
Peter teaches children and adults of all ages. He has had 
success with teaching children with learning difficulties. 
Some of his students have now gone on to pursue music 
in a serious way, including working as professional 
musicians.  
 

For enquiries about Peter’s piano lessons at Beechworth 

Montessori during school time, or after school, call or 

text on 0411 127 335. 

 

Sporting achievements 
 

Congratulations to Eli Saunders for coming 4th in his age 
division at the Hume Regional Cross Country 
Championships at Winton last week. With this great 
result, Eli has qualified to compete at the State Cross 
Country at Bundoora Park in Melbourne on Thursday 18 
July.  
 

School Photos 
 

School photos have arrived and can be collected from the 
Office 

 
Tiny Tots 
 

Friday the 28th June is the final Tiny Tots session for the 
term.  Tiny Tots will resume on Friday 19th July. 

 
School Nursing Program – Prep Children Only 
Have you returned your School nursing program 

questionnaire?  Please drop it into the office as soon as 

possible.   
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Community Notices 
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Rutherglen School holiday 

programs 
Sport North East will be hosting A Pickle Ball and 

Badminton on Monday 1 July in Rutherglen come and 

try day during the school holiday break. 

  

Pickleball is a modified version of Tennis on a smaller 

court that is a lot of fun. 

  

This is one of the activities that was funded through the 

Get Active Indigo program and is a lot of fun for kids 

and teenagers. 

The School Holiday Program, which is supported 

through VicHealth’s Regional Sport Program, aims to 

provide opportunities for boys and girls aged 5-12 years 

to be active, in addition to introducing them to a sport 

and a local club. 

http://www.sportnortheast.com.au/programs/school-

holiday-program/ 

Storytime 

Stories, rhymes and activities for  

pre-schoolers. 
 

Beechworth Library – Every Friday, 10.30am – 

11.30am 

Chiltern Library – Every Friday, 11am – 12pm 

Rutherglen Library – Every Wednesday, 9.30am – 

10.30 am 

Yackandandah Library – Every Thursday, 9.30am – 

10.30 am 

https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/programs-and-projects/regional-sport-program
http://www.sportnortheast.com.au/programs/school-holiday-program/
http://www.sportnortheast.com.au/programs/school-holiday-program/

