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2019 Term Dates:
Term 2 23 April – 28 June
Term 3 15 July – 20 September
Term 4 7 October – 13 December

A Note from Susi
Last week I spent two days with Montessori principals from across Australia, New
Zealand and Bali, at the Wairoa Campus at the Hills Montessori School in Adelaide,
to share our ideas about Montessori education. We were surrounded by
Montessori in action, with adolescent students chopping wood for the fire in the
classroom, weeding the vegetable garden, and taking coffee orders, real-life
experiences bringing the curriculum to life. As well, a group of secondary students
presented examples of how they incorporate focused choice at school, including
committing to learning in a group and respecting community decisions. It was
inspiring to meet these young people and knowing that we too are fostering this
approach here at Beechworth Montessori.
This Friday we say farewell to Sue Astridge, Education Support Assistant, who is
moving to her new role as a teacher at Belvoir Special School in Wodonga. Sue has
worked at BMS for the past three years and is well-known for the kindness,
compassion and knowledge she shares each day with students and colleagues. We
would like to thank Sue for her contribution to inclusive education at the school and
for her generous gift, the spinning egg chair. We wish Sue all the best in her new
position and hope that she may be able to come back and visit us sometime in the
future. We warmly welcome Jaimee-Lee in the role of Education Support Assistant.
In our Montessori classrooms we encourage each child to develop qualities of
independence and self-discipline, and to build organisation skills and concentration.
It is therefore important that children develop habits of regular attendance,
punctuality and routine. We appreciate your support in ensuring your child/ren
are at school each day on time ready for lessons at 9am.
Thanking you, Susi.

In this edition
Page 2 – Cycle 2 News
Page 3-5– Cycle 3 News
Page 6 – Whole School News
Page 7-8 – Community Notices

What’s on this term
NAPLAN 14-16 May
District Cross Country 17 May
Meals on Wheels 17 May
Working Bee 26 May
PUPIL FREE DAY (Report
Writing) 7 June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
10 June
Meals on Wheels 21 June
Last day of term. School
concludes at 2.15pm 28 June
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Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
Week 4 already! Cycle 2 burst into Term 2 with a
dramatic play of the Easter Bilby, enabling the children to
participate as an interactive, lively and respectful
audience, in addition to further developing their acting
prowess. Thank you so much to Freya and Angel’s mums
for their passion in bringing this opportunity to fruition.
Albury Wodonga’s Hot House theatre company built on
the drama theme further through our incursion into the
exploration of rubbish and recycling. The children
explored the idea of what would the world look like if all
that was left was rubbish? And what could that rubbish
be turned into?
Parabolic curves have tested patience, perseverance and
fine motor skills whilst concurrently providing children
with countless challenges and ideas in how they can be
constructed and what patterns and optical illusions can
be made! This exploration culminated in children across
Cycle 2 proudly presenting mums with some beautiful
Mother’s Day artworks.
‘Having a go’ and ‘trying’ were themes we pursued in
cross country as every child was encouraged to
participate and have some fun in the stunning outdoor
autumn landscape of Mayday Hills. Fortunately, the
weather held up for us all on the day.
Cycle 2 have been exploring the three main states of
matter, (solids, liquids and gases), and discovering what
atoms, molecules and elements are. To this end we have
sliced up an apple to the point where we discovered we
couldn’t slice it up any further. It was indivisible, it could
not be cut or divided any further! The word, atom, comes
from the Greek word atomos, which means indivisible or
cannot be cut. It is the smallest part of an element and
can only be seen under a very large microscope!
A big ‘thank you’ must also go to Quentin for our
refurbished, outside blackboard. Our children have been
benefitting from using the outside blackboard to write up
and remember spelling words and times tables; helping
to train their ‘muscle memory’ with correct letter
formation for writing; to sharing their ideas and
exploring concepts together. The blackboard heralds the
beginning of the development of our Cycle 2 outside
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space. We now also have running water available to us at
several locations on top of our ‘hill’, ready for using to
help teach land and water forms in practice! Shade sails,
a magnificent mural, and the start of our plantings will
herald the next stage in this exciting metamorphism.

Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz Room
In Term 2, Topaz has had the delightful experience of
working with a practice teacher, Stephanie Bruce. In the
process of completing her third and final prac teaching
session, Stephanie has taken on half to three quarters of
the lessons during her first two weeks. I’ve enjoyed
watching and listening to lessons instead of giving them
for a change, and it’s enriching for both the children and
me to draw from another mind and imagination – I’ve
never failed to gather some excellent lesson ideas from
prac teaching students. Stephanie, too, has been
enjoying the different structure and approach of a
Montessori classroom.

Last term, Years 5 and 6 began a weekly reading from the
Great Books series, a program on which Asha and I
recently attended training. The Great Books series is not
simply a sequence of well written stories; it is an
opportunity to learn how to read deeply by questioning,
analysing, rereading, listening to the ideas of others and
coming to recognise how many different interpretations
and points of view can be justified by the text. The Year
6 students have come up with many questions for the
three stories we have explored so far: some of which we
found answers for swiftly as we read later parts of the
story or drew on our own life experience; and some of
which we discussed at length, discovering many possible
answers. It’s particularly interesting to observe students
taking on board the ideas of others and amending their
own points of view in the course of the discussion; but
even when we don’t change our final conclusion, we
learn from these discussions that there are other
reasonable conclusions that can be drawn and we come
to understand how others reached these conclusions –
the weight given to a particular series of words or
identification with the difficulties experienced by a
character, for example.
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Over the first few weeks, one group of students has
continued work with static mechanics, assessing the
mechanical advantage offered by wheels, axles and
pulleys. Each new topic builds on the last – where would
pulleys be without wheels and axles? - and explores not
only the mechanics of the invention but its history.
Another group of students, which has been working on
extinct animals and megafauna, were fascinated to learn
about new species that have been discovered in recent
years.

In art, a number of students have been working on
techniques used by artists to give the impression of space
and three dimensions, trying out different forms of
shading and then practising using two point perspective.
Last week, we all tried our hands at a form of weaving
called God’s Eye. After their initial test pieces, some
children explored more elaborate designs, while a few
set out to create gigantic 50cm God’s Eyes, the main
piece augmented by mini-God’s Eyes on the end of each
arm.

Last week, we explored the concept of group work. The
children knew that group work meant working together
on the same project, but it took a while to draw forth
their realisation that group work generally involves
division of labour. To practise this, we worked on making
container candles. Divided into groups of four, the
children decided who was melting the wax, preparing the

wicks, adding the fragrance and making the little cards to
tie round the jars. Each followed through their
responsibilities faithfully, some of the older children
helping from time to time when techniques proved
difficult (sticking the wicks in was tricky!). We finished
pouring the candles and cleaning up just in time – many
semi-solid candles, stored hopefully in freezer
compartments at 3.05pm, travelled home at 3.15pm.
But they would have been nicely solid for Mother’s Day
on Sunday, even if the wicks slid slightly sideways during
their partially liquid peregrinations on the way home.
We all had a lot of fun, and Stephanie and I were both
impressed by how readily and independently the
children took on and fulfilled their parts in this group
work project. As an additional bonus, the room smelled
fantastic afterwards!

From the Tigereye Room
In Tigereye there has been all kinds of lessons and work
going on. Work on Ancient civilisations continues with
some students and many enjoyed learning to write in
Mandarin, spending a long time carefully copying the
characters. In Zoology, the Year 5s have been focusing on
the wonderful world of invertebrates, learning about the
Phyla Porifera (sponges) and Cnidaria (corals and
jellyfish). Check out this fabulous video which the
students enjoyed showing how porifera filter water to
extract food such as plankton:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8a0oNsDEx8&vl
=en.
The Year 6s have been looking at Phylum Chordata for
zoology and learning about the Subphylum Urochordata,
who on appearance seem to be more like invertebrates,
but are classed as Chordates because they have a
notochord in their larval stage. The Year 4s have been
reviewing work on the classification of all living things
and starting some work on Botany, looking at what is and
isn’t a plant and the needs of plants. They have also been
continuing some work on the Timeline of Life, reviewing
the Geological time periods and looking at continental
drift. After each lesson for the cultural subjects, students
are presented with some options for follow up work,
which they are then required to complete by the next
lesson. Students can also work on bigger, long-term
projects connected with lessons they have had.
All kinds of terrific maths, geometry and language work
has been going on, from squaring numbers, to
Pythagorean theorem, to factor trees and cubing. Some
wonderful writing has been happening in the form of
Haiku, short stories and our Year 6s are currently
planning interviews for articles they will write, as part of
a year 6 magazine. In our weekly Great Books reading
groups, we have been using some drama activities to
explore themes/characters from the stories we read.

River Detectives Program
I recently attended a Professional Development day run
by the Northeast Catchment Management Authority so
that I can now run the River Detectives program here at
BMS. As part of this we are given a water testing kit and
an invertebrates monitoring kit. Each month I will take
some students to a specific site near us (most likely on
Silver Creek) where we will monitor the water quality of
that creek. The students and I then upload this
information onto the river detectives website as part of
a citizen science project. If you would like to assist with
this program, please let me know as it would be great to
have some parent helpers.

Cycle 3 Events
Cross Country
Well done on all students for participating in the school
cross country last Wednesday– it was great to see
everyone out there having a go. The Beechworth &
District Schools Country is on this Friday the 17th in
Yackandandah. Josh will be taking about a dozen Cycle 3
students to this but we are also needing some parent
helpers. Could you please let Kat know if you are
available to help?

SEED Environmental Education Day
On Thursday the 9th, all of our Grade 5s and 6s walked to
the footy grounds at Baarmutha Park for an
environmental education day run by SEED northeast
(Schools Environmental Education Directory). Students
were divided into groups with the other students from
various local schools and attended sessions on various
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topics connected with sustainability and the
environment. Sessions included one all about water
catchments and how waste water is treated, where the
students got to design their own water filter. Jade Miles
presented a session on food production, where students
learned about the many steps involved in the food supply
chain and how there are alternatives to the long supply
chain. Students also enjoyed making playdough circuits,
fruit fly traps and learning about new technologies in
solar electricity generation. A big thank you to Christie
Rodda for coming along to help on the day.

Whole School News
Intergenerational learning

Yoga Expressions of Interest

We have had an overwhelmingly positive response from
families across the whole school to the Intergenerational
Learning program with the Beechworth Residential Aged
Care facility. All parents agree it is an excellent initiative,
many parents have offered to provide support and some
parents told of their own stories and experience with
similar programs that they participated in as a child.

BMS has invited Katja Schoenfelder to run a 6 week Yoga
program in our hall. Classes are 45 minutes in duration
and cost $7.00 per student. Classes commence this
week. If you are interested please contact Katja on
0407 810 604 or email k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au by
the end of this week. Alternatively, you can pop into the
office to pick up an Expression of Interest form.

On Wednesday 1stMay we began the Intergenerational
Learning Program where Tameeka took a group of eight
Cycle 1 children and one Cycle 3 student to Stringybark
Lodge to engage with the elders. The children made
kites, built with blocks, used the playdough,
experimented with magnets, completed floor puzzles
and read stories. There was a lot of talking to, and sharing
with the elders. One of the elders took a child for a walk
along the hall to look at the art work, another child had a
lovely cuddle with his Grandpa. The room was filled with
a busy hum and lots of smiling faces. There were many
comments about how calm and polite the children were.
It was a very positive experience for all involved.
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Working Bee & Family Social
A working bee has been organised for Sunday 26th May.
Please refer to the flyer below for more information. We
would love to hear from you if you can help.

Community Notices
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