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A note from Susi

Welcome to Term 2

During the school holidays there was a hive of activity preparing for some reallpgxeitiects. In the Cycle 2 outdoor
classroom, water pipelines and tap outlets were installed in readiness for the kitchen/sensory garden and the timelin
of life garden. The design for a mural of leaf shapes was finalised and the Beechworth Correetitreab@m worked

for 2 days on a variety of landscaping jobs including preparing the Ruby Room playground for further work.

Another exciting project, organised by Cycle 1 Directors, Tameeka and Melissa, is the launching of an intergeneratio
learning pogram withthe Beechworth Residential Aged Care facilityu can read more about this in the Early Years
article in this newsletter.

The first week back has been a hum of activity. On Anzac Day, Cycle 2 studen
and Evie, laid a handmade wreath behalf of the school at the cenotaph in th
Town Hall gardens. This Anzac service was the best | have ever attended with
representation of organisations from our local community and impressive spee:
by the Beechworth Secondary College schoptaias.

On Friday, Cycle 3 students invited the whole school to an Anzac Ceremony
hall. The students prepared the program, speeches and personal stories as w
an eyecatching banner. In music classes all students practised the Australia
New Zealand national anthems to sing during the ceremony.

On Saturday, the Montessori Theory and Philosophy presented by Dianne l?‘ﬂ_
was well attended by parents and staff and was indeed inspiring. The Montel@
, =

way was clear, being the journey foaah child as they construct themselves,
This week we welcome 2 pservice teachng practicum students, Julie in Cycle &?

moving through stages of developmebtjilding not only academic skills but also
deep respect for humanity and the world in which we live. What a wonderful sct
we share!

and Stephanie in Topaz in Cycle 3. Later this term, Jimmy, the assistant i
Montessori Adolescent Program at Beechworth Secondary College, wil
completing practicum in Turquoise Cycle 2.

Looking forward ta fantastic term!

Susi




Early Years News
Fromthe Ruby Room

Welcome to Term 2, we hope that you all had a great and relaxing holiday break. We started this term with lots ¢
energy andhe childrenwerevery happy to come back to meet their friendsdakeep building relationships with their

peers and staff.

At this time of the year the mornings are quite cool, so we ask parents
carers to send children with appropriate clothing; e.g. a jumper or jacke
outdoor play. Please send at least telsanges of clothes in their bags. The
will be times where they get wet playing in the sandpit or tan batkle
crawling around. If you have a pair of rain pants or overalls for your thil
protect their clothes underneath, it could be very handyis l& good idea als
to dress children in layers, so if it becomes warmer around midday, we can
some of those layers off.

As the colder months are approaching we are also asking parents to Se
small blanket for the children who take a nap durihg day Please label the
blanket, otherwise we can write their name by using a laundry maker (if ¥\
R2y Qi YAYRO®
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greatly appreciatedthis will help to cut down on thase of plastidbags

You have probably noticed that there have been a few changes in our outdoor area; recently the tyre mounted unde
the slide was removed by the Correctional Centre Beechworth. This is part of a new plan and design for the outdo



learning area in Ruby Room. In the near future we will require a bit of help from volunteers for a femtdelp
with relocating materials We aim to havehis plan/design done in small stepsroughout the year. If you are
interested and can spare a coug&hours (or more) please contact Jess or Sos working bee can be orgasis

From Ruby Room Staff.

Cycle INews
FromEmeraldand AmethystRoons

Independence
Maria Montessori understood that in order to be free, one needs to be independEnerefore, fstering
independence will lead the child toward a sense of freedom aneesgdem.

It is in theCycle 1 classroom 3 year olds)Wwhere the foundations of independence are builthe activities that
SyO02dzN» 3S GKS OKAf R thé ®rnetsiies & thé\Bratticab L YfeicSriicdiBreaad fdstdtBonfidence
and selfesteem. As a child learns to pour water, wash dishes, put on a coat, cleawdnkispace, prepare a snack,
and consider others in the classroom, independence takes rodgaows.

Gl St LI YS (0 2IndégehdedceYaddih® Mantessori Philosophy by Jennifer Shields

Maria Montessori had an innovative perspective regarding education. She did not look at a set of skills or a body
knowledge. Instead she focused on thevdlopment of the whole person over the course of gaining maturity:
Gaz2yiSaaz2NRA &l ¢ SRAzOF{GA2Y & | YSIFya ¢6KSNBoe OKATRN
' YFGdz2NB | YR Ay R 8vad Wbn&ygsdriEduéatah forianevelopmend L ay Qd G K G
of us wants? For our child to become an adult who can make good decisions, who feels confident and knov
themselves, who can both accept their reality and work to make the world a better place? The fundamental toundati
F2N) KA&da AYRSLISYRSyOS Aa fIFAR G GKS o0S3aAaAyyAiay3da 27
Here is the link if you would like to read more:
http://montessoriguide.org/helpme-to-help-myself/

As busy adults is important to remind ourselvasot to do for the child what
they can do for themselvesNith this in mind the children can walk to thi
classroom and carry their bag; they can complete the morningisebutine;
they can get their hat and put it on; thesan prepare their morning snack
and they can recognise their bodily needs. In the classroom we provit
prepared environment to allow the children to be as independent as possi
To ensure independence develops over time, we provide guidance, sug
and lessons as needed. When making purchases such as shoes,
O2y il AYySNA yR fdzyOKo2ES& Al A&
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