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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.
Remember: Term 1 ends
this Friday. School will
finish at 2.15pm.

2019 Term Dates:

Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Term 2 Dates:

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

22 April

23 April

24 April

25 April

26 April

27 April

Easter Monday
Public holiday

First day of Term 2

Anzac Day
Public holiday

Anzac Day
ceremony 2pm

Montessori
Workshop
9-3pm

2 May

3 May

4/5 May

9 May

10May

11/12 May

18/19 May

29 April

6 May

30 April

1 May

BSC Open Day
7-8.30pm

Cross Country

7 May

School Photos
this week

13 May

8 May
Mother’s Day
night 5.00pm

14 May

15 May

16 May

NAPLAN

NAPLAN

NAPLAN

20 May

21 May

22 May

23 May

17 May
District Cross
Country
Meals on Wheels
24 May

27 May

28 May

29 May

30 May

31 May

1/2 June

3 June

4 June

5 June

6 June

7 June

8/9 June

25/26 May

Report Writing
PUPIL FREE DAY

10 June

11 June

12 June

13 June

14 June

15/16 June

18 June

19 June

20 June

21 June

22/23 June

Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday

17 June

Meals on Wheels

24 June

25 June

26 June

27 June

28 June
Last day of term.
School concludes
at 2.15pm

29/30 June

A note from Susi
Welcome back to Cycle 3 students after 3 days of camping on Mount Buffalo and abseiling, canyoning, kayaking and
bushwalking!
Outdoor education fits hand in hand with many key elements of Montessori education and participating in a variety
of adventurous, and no doubt memorable challenges, can prepare our students for the future. Not only are we
encouraging children to explore the natural world in the local environment, we are also creating opportunities to:
 Experience intrinsic motivation of teamwork, leadership and personal growth by expanding goals and pushing
personal limits of endurance.
 Increase motivation to learn more about the environment, making connections between learning and the real
world.
 Develop confidence and resourcefulness that comes from gaining skills and competence.
 Feel a sense of wellbeing through connecting with others and the environment.
The world outside of the classroom certainly has amazing lessons for us all in many aspects of life. I hope that you will
have the opportunity during the school holidays to enjoy being active outdoors and make the most of the autumn
weather.
Remember to book in for the highly recommended workshop, Introduction to Montessori Theory and Philosophy, a
great opportunity to learn more about what we do here at Beechworth Montessori School.
Enjoy the holidays and look forward to seeing you all next term.
Regards, Susi.

Cycle 2 News
From Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
As this term draws rapidly to a close, students are finishing off
projects and consolidating their learning across the curriculum.
Cycle 2 has continued to use stories to help embed and illustrate
particular lessons on Parts of Speech and Maths. This includes
exploring stories such as the Noun Family, the Adjective Picnic, the
Rebellious Pronoun and the Detective Triangle Game. Specific
lessons on spelling and ‘Plural Rules’ have also been useful. Children
have been progressing through the use of the concrete materials
and working towards completing their work abstractly.
As teachers, we have relished the opportunity to meet with parents
throughout this term. Thank you for taking the time to discuss your
child’s learning, development and experiences with us.
ANZAC Day provides an early opportunity for Cycle 2 students to
represent our school at the formal ceremony on April 25th. If you
would like to attend the ANZAC Day ceremony in Beechworth on
Thursday 25th April, let us know so that we can help two Cycle 2
children prepare and lay a wreath on behalf of the school. Susi, as
the school Principal, will also accompany them.
Enjoy a safe, restorative break and we very much look forward to
seeing the children refreshed and eager to resume their learning
journeys with us in Term 2.
The Cycle 2 Team.

Exploring the Bank Game
Cooking!

Finding the
definition of a word

Cycle 3 News
From Topaz and Tigereye Rooms
“A great measure of today’s progress can be summed up as follows: that humankind has made peace with and
therefore has come into touch with nature. This question needs no special development on my part, because it is an
intrinsic part of our method.” (Nature in Education, A Lecture given by Maria Montessori in March 1913)
Last Wednesday, Thursday and Friday all of Cycle 3 went to the Lake Catani campground for our camp. This camp was
full of adventure activities including rock-climbing, abseiling, bushwalking, canyoning and canoeing so the students
were kept very busy! There was also time left for exploring the rocks near the campground, sitting by the fire, helping
with the cooking preparations, some footy, cricket and an evening singalong by the fire. We were all so impressed with
how the students went on this camp and how they had a go at the various challenges on offer- which also included
putting up (& packing up!) a tent.
We would like to thank all our wonderful parent helpers. Without them, this camp would not have been possible. A
big thank you to Rohan France, for his tremendous hard work in helping set up and run the camp kitchen. This was a
huge effort and Rohan made sure that everything was absolutely ship shape, sparkling clean and that meals were on
time. Also a massive thank you to Lisa Cogger, who helped with many things including cooking, water collection
missions and helping students on the group activities. Also thanks to Marcel Muller, who helped with everything from
tarpology to running fun slack line activities at camp as well as patiently helping students on activities. Thanks also to
Sascha Yeomans who helped on the group activities and with cooking/activities back at camp, to Marty Young who
also came to help out on Thursday for the rock climbing, to Jamie Cunningham who came to help out with the
bushwalking on the Friday, to Tatiana Rouch who helped with the activities on Wednesday and Thursday and to Brooke
Hudson, who was employed as an outdoor education specialist for the duration of the camp.
Kat, Asha and Amber.

General News
School Photos
School class photos and individual portraits are planned to be taken over the week of May 6th – 10th. Order forms
will be available at the front office and in your parent pockets this week. A digital version will also be emailed to all
families.
Please return forms by Monday 23rd of April (first day back 2nd Term). Forms can also be dropped into 7 Church St
Beechworth over the school Holidays.
Each year the photographer takes a whole school photo (including staff and students). This photo is used on our
Facebook page and on our Website. If you do not wish for your child to appear in the whole school photo, please let
us know before May 6th.

School Uniform
We are placing a bulk order on Friday 5th April for the new soft shell jacket that was
advertised in the last newsletter. If you would like to place an order or view a sample
of the jacket, please see Feona or Sharelle in the office. The price for the jacket is
$59.95.

Easter Events
Easter Bilby Pantomime
Nicki and Sascha will be delivering the Easter Bilby pantomime at four public events over Easter (see Community
Notices below for event advertisement), and for Cycles 1 and 2 in the first week back at school for term 2. Easter Bilby
books are for sale at $15 each in the foyer. They would make lovely Easter gifts.

Easter parade entry for Montessori.
We have an entry this year, in the Easter parade - to promote
the story of the Easter Bilby and promote the event of the
Easter Bilby Pantomime.
The parade is along the upper part of the main street as per
previous years, and ends near the roundabout in the middle of
town.
We will meet at 12.30pm near the Catholic Church, and we will
dress in Easter Bilby costumes (a bilby, numbat, quoll, old
Easter bunny, Flash Rabbit, a wren and a finch). It would be
great if your child would like to wear a costume! Otherwise,
please come dressed as a park ranger/zoo keeper/ecologist.
We will have the beautiful new Montessori banner that Cycle 3
have worked so hard on. At the end, we will meet in the old
Milk Bar (diagonally opposite the old PO) to return
costumes. That's where parents can collect their children.
We encourage as many people as possible to join us in the
parade and show how strong our school is.
Any
questions/queries on the day, please call Nicki on 0407797092.

Community Notices

Wednesday 14 August 7pm
The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs to schools, sports clubs and businesses and
provide them with evidence based, practical strategies to build resilience and happiness. The Resilience Project
has delivered programs to over 500 schools around the country and worked with many elite sporting teams
including Australian cricket, netball and soccer, NRL and AFL clubs. Through presentations, wellbeing journals,
schools curriculum, teacher diaries and their App, The Resilience Project seeks to help all Australians become
mentally healthy.
Founding Director Hugh Cuylenburg has been working in education for over 13 years. Starting out as a primary
school teacher, he then moved into a position working in a secondary setting with disengaged adolescents. The
highlight of his teaching career was the year he spent in the far north of India volunteering and living at an
underprivileged school in the Himalayas. It was this experience, and subsequent post graduate studies, that led
him to some simple conclusions about the things that we need to be doing here in Australia if we want to be
happier.
During this presentation, Hugh will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that can be
implemented everyday to improve our overall wellbeing.
Suitable for ages 15 years and over

NOW ON SALE – BUY TICKETS AT WANGARATTA PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

