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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2019 Term Dates:

Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

18 March
Cycle 3
Parent/Teacher
interviews
commence
25 March
Cycle 1 & 2
Parent/Teacher
interviews
commence
1 April

19 March

20 March

21 March
PUPIL FREE DAY
School Closure

22 March

23/24 Mar

26 March

2 April

Harmony Day
(from 12pm)

27 March

28 March

29 March

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

3 April

4 April

5 April

30/31 Mar

6/7 Apr

Term 1 ends.
Finish at 2.15pm

A note from Susi
During this fortnight, we have a team of 7 representatives from across the school, including myself, Jess from Ruby
Room, Tameeka from Cycle 1, Ben from Cycle 2, Alison from Cycle 3, Dean the President of the Committee of
Management (CoM) and Jacqui, Vice President of the CoM, participating in the Southern Cross Program with
Independent Schools of Victoria (ISV). Over 4 days in Melbourne, the team is learning how to design a framework and
processes, to be able to work together, with staff, parents, families and the wider community, to create a shared
understanding of the Montessori philosophy, values and behaviours at Beechworth Montessori School.
Beechworth Montessori School is a place where families come together to deepen their understanding of the
development of their child/ren within the context of the beautiful educational Montessori philosophy – a holistic
approach. Each child creating themselves as a person, realising their potential, in their time and space, in their
classroom, the school and the wider community. I look forward to sharing this journey with you all over the coming
weeks, months and year.

Next term, the school is presenting an Introduction to Montessori Theory and Philosophy Workshop
When: Saturday 27 April 2019, 9am – 4pm
Parents/carers welcome
FREE to Members of the Association of Beechworth Montessori School (NB On enrolment, and if currently enrolled,
you are a member of the association)
COST to others interested, $100 for full day. If attendance at the full day is difficult $50 for morning session.
Please RSVP to office before Wednesday 3 April.
Topics to include:
Montessori Theory, Philosophy and Principles:
 Periods of Development, Absorbent Mind & Sensitive Periods
 Features of Montessori Education
Montessori Practice:
 The Montessori Environment -Curriculum
 Presentations & Lessons - Three Period Lessons, Practicalities & Care of Environment
 Choice and Independence - Normalisation
 Classroom Management
Presenter: Working in a Montessori environment inspired Dianne Davis to undertake Montessori studies. Dianne
taught in a 9‐12yrs Montessori classroom for 7 years and was appointed Principal at Plenty Valley Montessori School,
a position held and enjoyed for 10 years. Thereafter she spent a further3 years as Principal at Melbourne Montessori
School. Dianne also does consultancy work for several Montessori schools nationally, as well as for a number of smaller
independent schools in Melbourne. Dianne holds a Bachelor of Education, Diploma of Montessori 9‐12yrs MWEI, and
a Diploma of Montessori Leadership AMS.
Harmony Day celebrations
Celebrating cultural diversity, inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
12 noon: Foundation/Prep students will be singing a Welcome song of greetings in different languages in the foyer.
12 - 12.15pm: Students eat lunch and enjoy playtime until 12.55pm. Students may participate in the Lunchbox for
Refugees where a gold coin or estimation of how much their lunch cost to make is donated to Australia for UNHCR.
Parents/families are welcome to bring a picnic lunchbox too! (Arrive anytime between 12 to 12.55pm)
12.55pm: The beat of the drum will announce the commencement of Harmony Day performances and students will
follow the drummer to the hall.
1pm: Performances commence in the hall. Due to the audience participation element an exact finishing time is difficult
to predict. Students will return to classrooms before home time or parents may take their children home.
Hope to see you there,
Regards Susi.

Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
This year the Ruby Room has set a goal to work on improving the outdoor learning area. There are a few small projects
being undertaken and one of them was to replace the old wooden logs surrounding the sand pit. We would like to
thank Lisa Adams and her husband for the kind donation of new wooden logs to complete the task. The logs were
installed during last week and we also had the keen help of some children who were happy to remove small rocks.
The sand pit now looks very inviting and we can now refill it with new sand. This week we received our mud kitchen,
kindly made by Beechworth Correctional Centre. This is already in place and the children are enjoying playing with it.
It received two thumbs up by children from Cycle 1.
Last year Ruby Room staff completed some reflection around our sustainable practices. One of them was the usage of
plastic bags, they are in shortage and we don’t always acquire them as easily as in the past, which is a great thing in a
way. However now we are encountering a small problem, every time children have wet or dirty clothes, we have no

bags to send the soiled clothes home in. For that reason we have purchased “wet bags” in the hope parents would be
willing to purchase one for their child, name it and keep it in their back packs for that purpose. The wet bags are
available for sale at the office, and we encourage all families to purchase one. The cost of the bag is $5. If you would
rather not purchase a bag, please send along a plastic bag to put wet clothes in. We would like everybody in our room
eventually to own a “wetbag” for their child. Join us and help contribute to saving the planet one bag at the time!
Ruby Room staff.

Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
Planes of Development
Maria Montessori outlined four consecutive planes, or stages, of development from birth to maturity, each plane
spanning approximately six-years. At each plane of development children and young people display intellectual
powers, social orientations and creative potential unique to that stage. Each plane is characterised by the way children
in that plane learn, building on the achievements of the plane before and preparing for the one to follow. The timing
and nature of the transition between planes vary from individual to individual.
The first plane of development is the period from birth to, approximately, age six. During this stage, children are
sensory explorers, learning to become functionally independent in their immediate environment and community.
Children at this stage construct their own intellect by absorbing every aspect of their environment, language and
culture. The first plane is crucial for language, order, movement, social relations and refinement of sensory
perceptions.

The horizontal line is the line of life indicating chronological age. Each triangle represents a plane of development in
six-year periods. The left hand line in each plane represents a period of progression and the right hand line represents
a period of consolidation. The red triangles are the creative periods of infancy and adolescence where the greatest
growth and development to the body and the mind occurs. The blue triangles are calm periods of uniform growth
within childhood and maturity.
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What the children are doing in the playground
The children continue to develop the ability to connect and participate collaboratively with others in the playground.
Cooperation and negotiation during play episodes do not always go as expected, however, with support the children
are usually able to work through problems. Some children play happily on their own or alongside their peers, while
other children prefer to play in pairs or small groups.
The younger children have enjoyed playing in the sandpit, with the dolls, on the grasshopper, and going up and down
the fort. The older children have practised balancing on the stilts or various edges around the yard, built wonderful
creations with the wooden blocks or plastic interlocking blocks, and played shops and families. All of the children have
enjoyed playing games such as ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf?’, and throwing and kicking balls on the grassed area at the
top of the playground. This is a sunny spot, which has been lovely on the cooler days.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Children learn in the context of their families and their families are the primary influence on children’s learning and
development. With this knowledge we dedicate a significant amount of time developing relationships with families
because these partnerships between home and school are fundamental to achieving quality outcomes for children.
In Week 9 (next week), Tameeka and Melissa invite all parents of children in Emerald and Amethyst to book a time to
come and talk about the growth and development of your child. You will find the booking sheet on the sign in desk.
We both look forward to the opportunity to talk with families about:
 issues arising for you as parents (at school and/or at home);
 specific issues arising for your child;
 how your child is progressing;
 what we are working towards for your child; and
 what you are needing from school.

General News
Italian Classes
This week in our Italian classes we looked at Carnevale in Italy, which was celebrated just a week before. They were
shown videos of the Carnevale in Venice and Viareggio. They know some of the cultural significance that this
celebration has in Italy, such as some of the typical characters (Arlecchino, Colombina, il Dottore etc.) who have been
around since the 1500’s and how people in Italy wear a “maschera” (mask) and dress up anything they want. Everyone
enjoyed making and wearing their own maschera!

Mount Buffalo Weekend
On 22nd to 24th February nearly 20 families from Beechworth Montessori camped together at Mt Buffalo. It was a
wonderful weekend where parents could chat and kids could roam wild and free. And roam they did! There were
mini mountains to explore, tribal warfare and jungle shelters. It was often hard to find the kids to feed them! They
demonstrated wonderful independence. Some people went on trips through the underground River with Marcel
Muller, some did some rock-climbing, most did some boating and we did a lovely walk to the Cathedral and
Hump. Thanks to all the families that came. We'll do this again at some stage so keep your eye out for the next trip
advertised in the school newsletter. All Montessori families are most welcome.

World’s Greatest Shave
This year, Beechworth Montessori’s Kat Beaton, Amber
Vincent and Asha Dilkes-Hoffman participated in The
World’s Greatest Shave. The lovely locks were taken off on
Friday the 15th of March amidst fantastic student support.
Pony tails were made, cut off, donated (to be turned into
wigs for cancer sufferers) and heads were shaved down to
a number 4.
If you see these bald-headed ladies around the school
know that they are standing in solidarity with the 35
Australians every day who are diagnosed with blood
cancer – including leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma.
Donations are very welcome, with those above $2 being
completely tax-deductible. If you would like to contribute,
please visit the World’s Greatest Shave website and
sponsor ‘The Bald and the Beautiful’ team!

Additional uniform item available for purchase
We have added a soft shell jacket to our uniform range
just in time for winter. The price for the jacket is $59.95.
A sample of the jacket is on display in the office. We are
placing a bulk order in the last week of term. If you would
like to place an order, please collect an order form from
the office. Orders will be required back to the office by
Wednesday 3rd April.

Community Notices

Book Online, or contact Quercus Beechworth on
03 5728 2386, or pop in to our Office or Quercus Community
Bookshop - 30 Ford Street, Beechworth.
The Easter Bilby Pantomime is a fun, interactive and
educational play for primary-aged children. It
highlights the plight of our native Australian animals
in a fun and positive way.
Children act out the classic story of the Easter bilby
taking over the job of delivering eggs from the Easter
bunny. The set and costumes are delightful, and
children will enjoy this special and important story.
For Easter 2019 the Easter bilby pantomime will
come to Beechworth Montessori in the first week
of term 2. We will also present it at public sessions
at Easter. Times TBA.
To support the pantomime, books of the Easter Bilby
story are on sale in the foyer of BMS for $15 each.
Co-ordinator: Nicki Munro
Nickimunro2010@gmail.com

