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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2019 Term Dates:

Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

4 March

5 March

6 March

7 March

8 March

9/10 Mar

12 March
Pizza night
5.30pm
followed by
AGM at 6.30
19 March

13 March

14 March

15 March

16/17 Mar

Garlic orders
arrive for
collection

11 March
LABOUR DAY
School Closure

18 March
Cycle 3
Parent/Teacher
interviews
25 March
Cycle 1 & 2
Parent/Teacher
Interviews
1 April

26 March

2 April

Twilight Apple
Pick Fundraiser
World’s Greatest
Shave 12-1pm

20 March

21 March
PUPIL FREE DAY
School Closure

22 March

23/24 Mar

Harmony Day
(from 12pm)

27 March

28 March

29 March

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

3 April

4 April

5 April

30/31 Mar

6/7 Apr

Term 1 ends.
Finish at 2.15pm

A note from Susi
March is a time for gatherings and celebrations.
Next week is the Annual General Meeting for the Committee of Management (CoM) of the incorporated association
of Beechworth Montessori School. The CoM has the responsibility for the governance of the school, its vision and
strategic direction. Appointing and working closely with the Principal, the CoM ensures that the school maintains
compliance with legal requirements including policy approval and financial performance. All CoM members volunteer
their time and expertise.

Our school has a fantastic group of committed CoM members, who this Tuesday afternoon 12th March at 5.30pm, are
firing up the pizza oven, and welcome you all to come along with the family to share pizza and conversation in the
playground before the AGM. You can attend either or both events. Please RSVP to the office for catering purposes by
Thursday 7th.
Harmony Week is a time to celebrate inclusiveness and respect for the diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds of
all Australians. Please come and join us for Harmony Day on Friday 22 March from 12 pm onwards. After a community
picnic in the playground we will move into the Hall to share with you songs, dances, chants and musical games from
around the world. You will also be invited to join in with some of the activities, so bring your comfy shoes for dancing,
and your singing voices!
To launch Harmony day, we are participating in the fundraising event Lunch Money for Refugees for Australia United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Bring your lunch in a lunchbox, estimate how much it cost you to
make and donate the equivalent amount or make a gold coin donation.
Hope you can make it.
Regards, Susi

Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
Week 6 already!
Having listened to the First Great Story of the creation of the universe earlier this term, Cycle 2 went up to the oval to
explore a comparison of planet sizes and distances from one another and the sun. It took some patience, but we had
a lot of fun and realised the magnitude of what we are learning about.
The sun was huge! It took Martina and Sonya holding up 3 massive beach umbrellas to be the sun. Then we measured
out our planets. First came our peppercorn planet, Mercury, followed by a slightly smaller and slightly larger cherry
tomato, (Venus as the smaller yellow cherry tomato and Earth as the larger red one). Next we had the blueberry, Mars,
then our watermelon, Jupiter, and our small rockmelon, Saturn. Finally we had Uranus and Neptune, (as an orange
and an apple), and then, to give us a really good idea of how far away Pluto actually is and how small it is, (thus why it
is now a dwarf planet), we included Pluto, as a very small peppercorn.
You couldn’t even see Pluto from the sun’s end of our universe! Our universe stretched from the start of the cricket
pitch right to the edge of the oval! Everyone had a go of estimating each planets diameter before we cut each piece
of fruit in half and measured the actual diameters of each ‘planet’.
It was a pretty warm day, so we were all quite worn out by the end, but then really enjoyed eating our watermelon
and rockmelon planets, Jupiter and Saturn, as a celebration!

Moonstone room has constructed a ‘river’ environment inside our classroom. It fits really well with our theme of
studying Australia, as we’ve populated it with many different Australian animals. So far we are using our river to help
us learn more about grammar (such as finding names and describing them with adjectives, or using prepositions), as
well as to provide us with additional ideas and inspiration for writing our narrative stories and poems. Feel free to
come and take a peak next time you’re dropping off or picking up.

Turquoise has been enjoying studying the Solar System, and some students have collaboratively made an enormous
sun that shows to scale how small the planets of our solar system are in comparison; Mercury is smaller than a circle
from a paper punch! There are many other independent projects on different moons and planets of our solar system
completed or in progress. We have also been enjoying learning about South America, especially eating chocolate cake,
made in class which was justified as of course cocoa originally came from South America. Story writing has proven very
popular with many students, who are working on or completed writing a story book, which of course means they are
also practising many literacy skills and developing their creativity.
From The Cycle 2 Team.

Cycle 3 News
From the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
Well done to all our swimmers at the Beechworth District Swimming in Chiltern in week 3 and big thank you to our
parent helpers Deb Rahaley, Helen Sellar, Erin Machuk and Danielle Bell. Congrats to Mya, Reuben, Ted, Eli and Luke
for making it through to Upper Hume Swimming and to Mya for swimming in the relay with the boys as well as her
own event.
Last Friday, Pencils and Pens, a stationery business run by Rayne and Ted, hosted a successful fundraiser evening with
the Lego Batman movie. Thanks to all who came to enjoy the movie and to Lou Ritchie, who has been volunteering
business training sessions with Rayne and Ted. Well done, Rayne and Ted, for the work you put into preparing the
evening.
Social Enterprise has begun with the older students again this year, and there is a lot of enthusiasm for preparing
businesses. The Year 5 girls have a special session each week with Danielle Bell, who has generously offered to run
her course, Wholehearted Girls, with them this term. Wholehearted Girls is a program which helps girls to learn to
love and express who they are, while strengthening relationships with other girls. I can’t tell you what goes on in the
course, as the girls have informed me that it is all personal and top secret!

In Tigereye we have been enjoying our regular Monday morning walks up to Mayday hills. Students have been using
ten minutes of this time to write and just notice the things they see around them. It is wonderful to see the students
so focused on writing in this time. Tigereye students have also been doing a ten-minute writing activity daily in class
focusing on various topics and styles of writing.
Recently, the year sixes did some work on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, learning about what it is and
how it came to be. They then created a persuasive poster about one of the human rights, which you can see in the
C2/3 foyer. They are now working on writing a biography of an inspirational person.
In zoology some of the year fives have been studying Kingdom Protista and as part of this we now have a new classroom
pet called Physarum Polysecphalum, which is a type of bright yellow slime mold (and a protist)! Our physarum needs
to be fed oats daily and we are soon going to do experiments by creating new batches in agar plates, then testing them
to investigate things such as do they grow better in the dark? What foods do they like? Do they prefer hot or cold
temperatures? Meanwhile, the year fours have been investigating all kinds of crazy bacteria like E.coli and
Cyanobacteria. I have recently purchased a special UV lamp and some solution so that we can look at the bacteria on
our hands and see how effective hand washing might be in getting rid of bacteria.
We had a fantastic classroom community meeting last Wednesday run by Georgie and Brianna, where we discussed
how to include and work with others who you might not usually work with. Students also decided with a classroom
vote that they would like to have random seating every Tuesday.

In Topaz, over the past few weeks, students have begun working on the coding program, with some in-class and
some digital lessons. The feedback has been very positive, with the students absorbed in the puzzles and even lit up
with delight when they found they could solve them. Some of the older students complained that the earlier digital
lessons were too easy, as they were introduced to the programs they would be working with, but yesterday I noticed
two of these students laid flat on the mat with computers, trying to solve the same problem. Usually they work in
pairs, but they explained to me that that they could go faster trying to come up with solutions if both of them were
hammering away at the problem simultaneously.
Another new program students have been enjoying is the simple machines work. So far, we have done levers and
inclined planes. I thought inclined planes might be a little flat (so to speak), but it proved hilarious, as students puffed
and panted, pushing a 20kg bag of chicken food up different slopes to see how much lighter it became as the slope

lengthened and flattened out. Then, of course, it was fun to push the bag back over the edge and watch it whizz down
the slope. Archie, attracted by the activity, wanted to try too, so the boys helped him push the bag up the slope and
then tip it back down, to his pleasure. Using the formulae for force and work, we figured out that in the end they had
to put exactly the same amount of work in to push it easily up long slopes as to lift it directly up onto the table – but a
slope at least allows us to raise heavy items. If the bag had been 50kg instead of 20kg, lifting it without a slope wouldn’t
have been an option. Thankfully, the chicken bag proved up to the job, and didn’t split, scattering chook seed all over
the classroom. In the course of this work, we talked about the right ways to lift heavy items, and the boys practised
lifting from the legs, rather than with their backs.
In art, the younger students have been learning to draw animals and doing a mammoth four layer colour wheel to
practise mixing paints into different tints, shades and hues, while the older students are working on perspective, trying
different forms of shading. The works finished so far have been really amazing, including from students not normally
attracted to drawing.

Please remember to hand in your camp permission notes and to bring in your tents on
Wednesday so we can check them out. It is hard to believe that camp is only 3 weeks away!

Community Notices

Beechworth Football and Netball Club - Under 12’s Football
Training starts this Thursday 7th March 4:30 till 5:30pm Baarmutha Park, Beechworth.
All welcome. For enquiries contact Jamie Pronk – jumchanny@gmail.com

Could you be a permanent care parent?
There are a number of children supported by the Department of Health & Human
Services who require a family for life as they are unable to live with their birth families.
We are seeking committed and motivated people who would be interested in learning
more about providing a permanent family for a child.
Assistance payments are made to the Permanent Care family to assist with the day
to day expenses of caring for a child/young person. Assistance payments are
considered to be a reimbursement for expenses and not an earned income.
We are also keen to speak with families who are particularly interested in caring for
children aged between 5 and 10 years.
Information sessions are being held on:
Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 6:00pm
Department of Health & Human Services
43-47 Rowan Street, Wangaratta
Thursday 21st March 2019 at 6:00pm
Department of Health & Human Services
163-167 Welsford Street, Shepparton
Bookings are not essential. For further information please contact:
Adoption & Permanent Care Program
: 5832 1552

