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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2019 Term Dates:

Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

18 February

19 February

20 February

21 February

22 February

23/24 Feb

District Swimming
Carnival

25 February

26 February

Redgum Bookclub
orders due

27 February

28 February

Garlic Fundraiser
Order Forms Due

4 March

1 March

2/3 March

Family Movie
Night
3.15 – 5.35pm

5 March

6 March

7 March

8 March

9/10 Mar

12 March

13 March

14 March

15 March

16/17 Mar

19 March

20 March

21 March
PUPIL FREE DAY

22 March

23/24 Mar

Garlic orders
arrive for
collection

11 March
LABOUR DAY
School Closure
18 March

25 March
Parent/Teacher
Interviews

26 March

1 April

2 April

Harmony Day
(from 12pm)

27 March

28 March

29 March

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

3 April

4 April

5 April

30/31 Mar

6/7 Apr

Term 1 ends.
Finish at 2.15pm

A note from Susi
Exciting news this week…
The school has received a substantial grant to participate in the Southern Cross Program as offered by Independent
Schools Victoria (ISV) in Melbourne. Seven representatives from across the school - Ruby Room, Cycle 1, 2 & 3 and two
members of the Committee of Management (CoM), will attend 4 days of workshop based training to learn project

management tools and strategies, to be able to explore a school improvement project. This is a brilliant opportunity
and a valuable experience for our school. The team looks forward to sharing these skills with the school community
and to future projects at the school. To assist in the organisation for this event Thursday 21 March will be a Pupil Free
Day.
Montessori is a holistic approach to education, each child guided in a collaborative and non-competitive learning
environment, creating themselves as a person, realising their potential, in their time and space through participation
in their community – classroom, school and wider school community. At school, sport and physical activities are also
non-competitive. Developmentally appropriate skills are taught with a focus on building self-confidence, selfdiscipline, and acting considerately towards each other. We also encourage students to participate in sport and
physical activities after school or on the weekend. Whether it is a team sport such as netball, cricket, soccer, or hockey,
or joining the swim, tennis or mountain bike club, or learning gymnastics, circus skills, or dance, being active in the
local community promotes healthy lifestyle choices, social interactions and friendships. We are fortunate to have so
many choices in a small, rural town.
Did you know…. our school organises the district swimming carnival for students in Year 4 - 6 from schools in the area
at Chiltern swimming pool each year. Cycle 3 students choose whether they would like to compete. This year we have
18 students attending the carnival. Thank you very much to parents, Helen, Deb and Erin who have helped support
our students in this event.
Regards, Susi

Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Welcome to Term 1 2019, we hope that you all had a great and relaxing holiday break. We started this term with lots
of energy and the children are very happy to come back to meet their friends and keep building relationships with
their peers and staff. They are all doing well at remembering classroom protocols, some older children are becoming
great peers to the youngest when it comes to guiding them.
Just a reminder to parents to bring extra changes of clothes including underwear, children are very likely to have
toileting accidents during the day. If your child has been sent home with spare clothes from our room, we are asking
parents to return them as we use these for those occasions when children run out of changes of clothes and we don’t
have a big supply. All clothes need to be labelled, that helps hugely when things get a bit mixed up or fall out their
bags.
If your child still has sleeps during the day, please send a fitted cot sized sheet and a light blanket, a special cuddly
friend for nap time is also welcome.
As per the school policy children must wear hats at this time of the year, if they have no hat, and if we don’t have a
spare one, then they may have to play indoors. It could be very handy if parents apply sunscreen before coming to
care, we will re-apply around midday again.
We are also asking parents if possible, to wait outside the classroom at pick
up time. In between 3:00 and 3:15 we have circle time, which is a very
valuable time for singing, dancing or reading stories with your children, and
we very much enjoy it when this time is uninterrupted. A staff member will
bring your child to the door to meet you. If you are to pick up earlier, you are
very welcome to enter the room in a quiet manner, as there may be still
children resting or getting up, we strive to provide an environment that
protects children’s privacy and their dignity during those times.
From Ruby Room Staff.

Cycle 1 News
From the Amethyst & Emerald Rooms
WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all our children and families who have returned this year, and particularly to those
who are new to our school. Emerald room welcomes Eddie, Honey, Tessa and their families, whilst Amethyst welcomes
Eva, Hayden, Lucy, Taj and their families. This year Jade joins us four days a week across all of the Early Years rooms.
We look forward to working with and getting to know Jade throughout the year.
CYCLE 1 STAFFING
Emerald: Tameeka is the Director, Aimee is the Assistant from Tuesday to Friday and Jade is the Assistant on Monday.
Amethyst: Melissa is the Director, Lisa and Jade are the Assistants.
SIGN-IN BOOK
Thank you to everyone for ensuring you fill out the sign-in book each morning and again at pick-up time.
In the morning you need to:
 record the actual time the child arrives;
 indicate (tick) if they are will be attending Ruby room;
 record the expected time they are to be picked up;
 write the name of the person who will collect the child (not mum, dad, granny, pa, etc);
 and finally, your signature.
When you pick up your child you need to:
 record the actual departure time and sign.
There is a column to the left of the children’s names, stating that staff need to speak with you. If this is highlighted or
has an asterisk (or similar), it will be because there may be a form to sign or we just need to have a quick chat. If you
are not sure how to fill out the sign-in book, please do not hesitate to ask one of the staff for help. The sign-in book is
a legal document and as such needs to be filled out correctly each day. We also use it for emergency evacuation
purposes, therefore it is imperative that all children are signed in and out correctly.
MORNING WORK CYCLE
Our rooms are open from 8:30am each morning for all children. We begin the day with outside play until the bus
arrives at 9:00am, then return to the room for the morning work cycle.
When the children arrive in the morning they need to hang up their bag, put up their name tag, say good morning to
the educators put their fruit in the fruit bowl and if they are staying for lunch in Cycle 1 then they put their lunch box
in the cupboard in the kitchen. Then they can go outside to play.
AFTERNOON PROGRAM
The afternoon program caters for the older kinder children and preps. Amethyst and Emerald children come together
to participate in science, cooking, art, and language activities.

Italian with Mauro Pellegrini and Physical Education with Josh Carr are on Wednesday afternoons. The children need
appropriate shoes for running around, a hat, and a water bottle for PE lessons. Music with Amber Vincent has moved
to Friday afternoons.
FRUIT
We have had a lack of fruit in the fruit bowl recently – some days there has only one piece in the bowl. Not only is
cutting fruit to make fruit salad a practical life activity, it helps to fill a hole in little tummies throughout the morning.
Some children prefer vegetables, and these are fine too. We would greatly appreciate your child bringing a piece of
fruit of their choosing each day to add to the shared fruit bowl.
LUNCHES
Amethyst and Emerald children eat lunch together, sitting around set tables under the veranda. The children practise
social courtesies, such as eating with their mouth closed, asking for an item to be passed, using cutlery, etc. Lunch
boxes in both rooms are kept in the kitchen cupboard as we have limited space in our refrigerators. We therefore
request that parents put an ice brick in their child’s lunchbox to keep the food cool. We also ask that you please keep
‘treats’ such as chocolate and sugary items for home, as children are often more inclined to eat these than the
nutritious foods you have packed for them. Please note, that while we do have a microwave for heating food, we must
heat food to between 60o and 70oC for two minutes. Another alternative to keeping food warm is to use a thermos. It
is important to note that we have a child at risk of anaphylaxis. We ask families to please refrain from bringing nuts
or nut products into the Early Years Rooms.
Prior to eating lunch, the children say a blessing to be mindful of, and grateful for the food on their plate. I have added
the words to our blessing below.
Earth who gives to us this food,
Stars and sun that made it good,
Dearest Earth and stars and sun,
We will remember what you have done.
PARENT HELP
All families are welcome and valued in our rooms. Please feel free to approach us if you have a skill you can offer,
would like to help out in any way, or your child would like to show you the room or an activity. Please note that all
volunteers/helpers must have a current, valid Working with Children Check and sign the school Code of Conduct.
You can fill out an application online (www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au) then finalise the application at the post
office. A copy of this card is to be kept on file at the office.
MEDICATION
If your child needs to have any medication (eg. Anitbiotics, lozenges, vitamins, Ventolin, ointments etc) then you must
give it to a staff member and sign it in. All medication must be in the original packaging to ensure accurate directions
and a sighted expiry date. This is a matter safety as well as compliance. Please let me know if you would like a copy of
our Administration of Medication Policy.

General News
Garlic Fundraiser
Order forms for our Garlic fundraiser are due back by Monday 25th of February. If you would like extra order forms
please see Feona or Sharelle in the office. The price of the garlic is $55 for 1 kilogram ($17 to be donated to our school)
or $30 for half a kilogram ($10 donated to our school).

Community Notices

