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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2019 Term Dates:

Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

4 February

5 February

6 February

7 February

8 February

9/10 Feb

Cycle 3 swimming

Cycle 3 swimming

Cycle 3 swimming

Cycle 3 swimming

Cycle 3 swimming

11 February

12 February

13 February

14 February

15 February

Cycle 2 swimming
Meet & Greet

Cycle 2 swimming

Cycle 2 swimming

Cycle 2 swimming

Cycle 2 swimming

18 February

19 February

20 February

21 February

22 February

23/24 Feb

25 February

26 February

27 February

28 February

1 March

2/3 March

16/17 Feb

Cycle 1: 3.30 – 4.30pm
Cycle 2: 4.30 -5.30pm
Cycle 3: 5.30 – 6.30pm

Family Movie
Night
3.15 – 5.35pm

4 March

5 March

6 March

7 March

8 March

9/10 Mar

11 March

12 March

13 March

14 March

15 March

16/17 Mar

19 March

20 March

21 March
PUPIL FREE DAY

22 March

23/24 Mar

18 March

District Swimming
Carnival

25 March
Parent/Teacher
Interviews

26 March

1 April

2 April

Harmony Day
(from 12pm)

27 March

28 March

29 March

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

Cycle 3 Camp Mt. Buffalo

3 April

4 April

5 April
Term 1 ends.
Finish at 2.15pm

30/31 Mar

6/7 Apr

A note from Susi
Welcome to the 2019 school year, and an extra special welcome to our new staff, students and families. We look
forward to your input and involvement in our school community.
During the school holidays, we were fortunate to have the help of the Beechworth Correctional Centre who attended
to tasks in the school grounds such as installing the shade sail structure in the Ruby Room playground, barrowing loads
of mulch, soft fall and sand, and weeding. This partnership is certainly beneficial for both organisations and we are
very grateful to have received this assistance. A key focus for the school this year is the preparation of the outdoor
areas adjoining classrooms as an extension of the learning environment for students.
The first two days of the term is a time when all staff get together to finalise timetables and programs, discuss and
reflect on teaching practice, think about professional goals for the year and update CPR and First Aid qualifications.
Staff also participated in the first of 4 PD sessions based on Conversational Intelligence as presented by Sandy Miliking.
Insights from neuroscience, interactions to build trust, and aligning intentions with impact, were just some of topics
of conversation and skills that can be applied in everyday life and the classroom.
Bushfire Safety
Beechworth Montessori School is listed on the Department of Education’s Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR). The school
will be closed on Code Red fire danger rated (FDR) days. Families will be notified no later than 1pm the day before the
planned closure. The school strongly advocates that families make informed choices about sending their children to
school on potential risk days that are designated Extreme or Severe FDR.
Please note Ruby Room is closed on Extreme and Severe FDR days and adjusted programs will run across the school
on these days.
Meet and Greet
Next Monday 11 February is Meet and Greet, an afternoon when teachers provide parents with information about the
expectations of the classroom and cycle, and an opportunity for parents to ask questions. We believe a strong
partnership between the school and the home is essential in establishing a successful learning environment for your
child and urge you to attend the sessions:
Cycle 1 3.30 - 4.30pm
Cycle 2 4.30 - 5.30pm
Cycle 3 5.30 - 6.30pm
We also encourage your active involvement in the school of which there are a range of opportunities, whether it is
assisting with reading, cooking, gardening, woodworking programs, or at fundraising events, or other skills you may
like to share. You can speak with the classroom directors or myself for further information.
Finally …
Save the Date, Friday 22 March, Harmony Day from 12 noon, a day of cultural respect and celebrations with interactive
songs and dances from around the world.
Regards, Susi

Cycle 2 News
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Rooms
Welcome to 2019! Both to our parents new to Cycle 2 and also to those more familiar
with us.
Returning to school, the children have enjoyed catching up with friends and retelling
their holiday adventures. In relation to this, ‘show and tell’ has already begun with a
flurry of exciting new objects to share with classmates. We’ve been busy catching up
on celebrating important birthdays that occurred over the holidays (of the children of
course), and have been brainstorming what we want our Cycle 2 rooms to be like.

Quiet, respectful, friendly, peaceful and fun places of learning has been a
consistent overall theme, although we’ve had a few more unusual suggestions,
such as having ‘in house security cameras’, regular school fishing trips and lollies
available for ‘good children’ during class.
Cycle 2 are exploring our solar system this term. We will be hearing the First Great
Story which outlines the creation of our universe and the Earth. Turquoise is also
looking at the South American continent, while Moonstone is focusing on
Australia. These themes will permeate our cooking and gardening activities.
The children have also very much enjoyed getting to know our newest, yet
experienced, staff member, Ben, who is teaching in Turquoise. This has allowed
Karen to take on the newly created position of helping with children’s literacy.
The start of the New Year has provided the opportunity for children to re-evaluate
their own bookwork and handwriting, with many taking the time to present their
best efforts and work. They have been challenged to consider their books as an
opportunity for artwork and as a canvass through which they can express their
personal learning journeys. They are being encouraged to reflect on their lessons,
on what they found easier or more difficult, and also to consider what they could
undertake for their own follow up work. For some this has been more difficult than
for others, but as always, their teachers and classmates are always there to help
guide, stimulate and support each child.
Turquoise have been enjoying the adventures of James in Roald Dahl’s book, James
and the Giant Peach. Meanwhile Moonstone have been reading some of the
aboriginal dreamtime stories of creation, alongside renowned Australian poetry
and some award winning picture books. Songs are being learnt and even some
drama experimented with.
You can discover the children’s reflections of their own connectedness to their
country, Australia, as they have drawn them below. They then either wrote a
sentence to describe their feelings, or chose a quote from the book, ‘Brother Eagle,
Sister Sky’, that they felt best reflected what they thought. It has been wonderful
to see each of them explore their creativity and value one another’s work and
expression. Encouraging them to take the time to think, explore, question, reflect
and also express themselves through vehicles such as drama, poetry, drawing and
writing, has provided an exciting start to 2019!
Don’t forget, Cycle 2 is swimming each afternoon next week and there is also a
‘meet and greet’ parent information evening being held on Monday, 11th February
from 4.30pm – 5.30pm.
See you there!
The Cycle 2 Team.

Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz and Tigereye Rooms
Welcome to all families from Cycle 3. A special welcome to our new Cycle 3 students Rose, Elletta, Liana, Ben, Archie,
Bryce, Tayge, River, Angel, Matilda A, Mutethya, Reuben and Lilly. We spent the first day or two doing some games to
get to know each other, meeting to discuss how we wanted our classes to work and sorting out books trays and bag
tags. Tigereye students had some great small group discussions about classroom rights and responsibilities; we also
enjoyed getting outside for some nature journaling.

Next Monday (week 3) a meet and greet for Cycle 3 parents will be held. We encourage all
parents to come - it’s not just for parents new to cycle 3! Meet and Greet is an opportunity
for both teachers and parents to talk about the year ahead at school and the input from
parents all together is incredibly useful. Meet and Greet starts at 5.30pm in Tigereye,
following straight on from the Cycle 2 session.
District Swimming is on Tuesday 19th March. We are urgently seeking parent helpers to
attend this event. Please email Kat directly if you can help.
With the hot weather, our swimming program is a big hit! The children revelled in the water
and we teachers were keen to get in and play as well.
This year, we are trying something a bit different for camp. Cycle 3 will be traveling up to
Mount Buffalo on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of week 9 this term (March 27-29) to
camp in tents and participate in various activities such as kayaking, abseiling and caving. We
are looking for about 3 parents who would like to come with us, so if you have always
wanted to come on camp with us (it’s fun!), this is your opportunity. You can talk to Kat,
Alison or Amber if you are thinking of volunteering. We are particularly keen to have two
parents dedicated to helping run our bush camp kitchen. More details and costs to come
soon for camp.
Following a Montessori conference on IT use last year, a coding program has been
developed and will come into use this year in Cycle 3.
Looking forward to seeing you
through the year.
Alison, Kat, Asha and Sue

General News
World’s Greatest Shave
What better way to mark a quarter of a century than to shave off your hair for the
Leukaemia Foundation? Asha, our Cycle 3 Assistant, will be shaving it off on Friday the
15th of March as part of this year’s World’s Greatest Shave event.
The school community supports so many worthy causes - the year 6’s social enterprises
and the school garden to name a few - so this will mostly be an awareness raising event
(and a bit of fun!) Donations above $2 are tax deductible so if you would like to
contribute, please visit the World’s Greatest Shave website and navigate to Asha’s page.
You can also add your loose coins to the hearts that will soon be appearing in the foyer.
To fundraise, Asha will also be offering four 2 hour gardening sessions for a $55 donation
per session. She’ll come to your house and help you tame your patch!
Please contact Asha on 0427383632 or ashad@bms.vic.edu.au if you’re interested.
Alternatively, why not shave too? Parents and Cycle 3 students (with a guardian’s
consent) are cordially invited to join in with the shave!

Garlic Fundraiser
We have been offered an opportunity to run a fundraiser selling fresh garlic through “Herry’s Harvest”. The garlic will
keep as fresh garlic until June and there are a number of ways to preserve it longer (freezing, fermenting, pressure
canning) therefore providing excellent garlic for winter cooking – much superior to methyl-bromide sprayed imported
out-of-season garlic. Keep an eye on your parent pocket for order forms.

Scouting Award
Congratulations to Nikita France (in Cycle 2) who has achieved a milestone in a youth member’s Scouting journey.
Nikita has earned the Joey Scout Promise Challenge. To attain the top award in each of the five sections in Scouting
reflects initiative in tackling this challenge, sustained effort over many months and years, plus self-discipline,
teamwork and leadership. Only a small percentage reach this level. Well done Nikita.

Family Movie Night

Coming Up!
Lego Batman. Family movie night.
Pencils and Pens are holding a family movie night to raise money to give our business a kick start
so we can supply your children with stationery. Children in prep and younger need parent
supervision. There is an option to drop off your kids if they are grades 1 to 6 and leave them in
the care of teachers who have volunteered to help take care of children.
Date and place =Held in the hall on the 1st of March.
Time =From 3:15pm to 5:35pm
Price: $5 per child. Adults come free.
R.S.V.P Front desk 0357282940 22nd February or earlier
From Rayne and Ted.

From Admin
Student Absences
If your child is absent from school for any reason, it is vital that you notify the school prior to 9am, along with the
reason for the absence (eg: if your child is ill, attending an appointment, family holiday etc.).
Please use one of the following options to notify the school of an absence:
 Send an email to your child’s teacher and include a CC to admin@bms.vic.edu.au
 Use the absence notification on the website in the contact us section.
 Call the Office on 03 5728 2940

Signing Your Child In & Out & Late to School Process
All students who are arriving at school after 9.00am or leaving school before 3.15pm MUST be signed in/out at the
office. If you need to take your child out of the school during school hours for any reason, please come to the office
to sign your child out.

Redgum Book Club
Redgum Book Club catalogues have been placed in Parent Pockets. Orders are due back to the office by NO LATER
THAN FRIDAY 22nd FEBRUARY. Extra order forms are available at the Office if required. Alternatively orders can be
placed online if that is your preference.

School Stream App
We have decided not to continue with our subscription with the School Steam App in 2019. The newsletter will still
be available on our website and via email. Alternatively you may request a paper copy to be placed in your parent
pocket.

Lost Property
Have you lost an iPod? An iPod was found on the bus following the excursion to watch the BSC performance in
Yackandandah last year. If you think it might be your iPod please check with the office.

Community Notices

