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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

26 November 
 

27 November 
Year 6 

Transition 
9-3.30pm 

28 November 
 

29 November 
School Concert 

5.30pm 

30 November 
Coffee Morning 
Pick up day  for 

goats cheese 
fundraiser  

1/2 Dec 

3 December 
Cherry order 

forms due 

4 December 5 December 6 December 
Volunteers 

Afternoon Tea 
2.30pm 

7 December 
Coffee Morning 

Graduation 
Assembly 2.15pm 
& Dinner 5.30pm 

8/9 Dec 

10 December 
Cycle 1 family 

picnic 11.30am 
Pick up day for 

Cherry fundraiser 
 

11 December 
Year 6 

Transition 
9-3.30pm 

12 December 13 December 14 December 
Coffee Morning 

Term 3 ends 
3.15pm finish 

15/16 Dec 

 

A note from Susi 
Fantastic response to the Parent Surveys 
We have had a fantastic response rate to the Parent Survey (approximately 84% return). With evaluation of this 
information, decisions about what is working well and what might improve the school is possible. I thank you all very 
much for your participation. The Lead Parent Satisfaction Survey is administered by Independent Schools Victoria who 
will provide a report in due course. 
 

Social Enterprise in Schools 
Last week I interviewed Year 6 students about the process of developing social enterprises. All of the students could 
clearly articulate what they had learnt throughout the process. Even if their project did not reach trading activity, 
producing goods or providing services to a market, the lessons have proved to be invaluable. 
 

Term 4 - Week 8  
27th November 2018 

 

2018 Term Dates: Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks) 

2019 Term Dates: Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April 
    Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June 
    Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September 
    Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@bms.vic.edu.au


 

We then joined the celebrations at the Social Enterprise Awards Ceremony, with 150 students from participating 
schools, at the Old Beechworth Goal. Two enterprises, BERLODIE Beeswax Wraps and KOOKIE Coffee and Cakes traded 
at the event. Bertie and Elodie were the MC’s for the Awards Ceremony and Alanna and Zoe conducted a filmed 
interview for ACRES.  
 
One enterprise, RAZA AZAR (proprietors - Ruby, Alanna, Zoe & Alicia) is about to launch their product to raise funds 
for the local wildlife shelter, Kangaloola. A stunning design, created by RAZA AZRA in consultation with Adrian the 
cartoonist at Splatoons, printed on a white T-shirt will be for sale shortly. There are also Social Enterprise posters in 
the foyer for your enjoyment. Combining the profits of trading enterprises, over $1500 has been raised for a range of 
causes. Congratulations to Year 6 Social Enterprise.  

  
End of year celebrations and life skills  
Collaboration is an important skill for students to learn. Students need to know how to work and create with others. 
What better opportunity than Cycle 3 play ‘Cluedo’ written and directed by students. All Cycle 3 students have had a 
part to play whether it is creating costumes and props, marketing and ticketing, or performing.  How exciting!   

Next Friday at 2.15pm the Year 6 Graduation Assembly for the whole school will be held in the hall. During the week 
Year 5 students will be busily preparing the graduation dinner for Year 6 and their parents with our guest chef Kane – 
an incredible opportunity for students to further develop skills of collaboration! 

We look forward to seeing you this Thursday at 5.30pm for the Grand Finale. 
Regards, Susi 
 
 

Cycle 2 News  
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Room 
 

Did you know that it was the Romans who first ‘invented’ the calendar? But it didn’t have 12 months, only 10! That 

was because in Roman times the winter months weren’t initially counted. Not only that, January wasn’t the first 

month! In fact neither was February…why don’t you ask a Cycle 2 student what the first month of the Roman calendar 

was and who it was named after?  

 

Did you know who ‘invented’ the idea of a democracy? Or which ancient civilisation first realised that the Earth actually 

travelled around the sun? Or who first ‘invented’ the steam engine? Well! We’ve been practising some very special 



 

poetry to give you the answers, but you’ll have to come and listen to us at the Grand Finale Concert this Thursday 

evening to find out! 

 

We’ve also been learning still more new things about the Ancient Civilisations, which have included the Egyptians, 

Greeks and Romans. You might have seen us outside, finishing off our Grecian urns. Maybe you’ve read one of our 

finished projects on the walls around the school? Perhaps you’ve heard us practising our poetry? Or secretly glimpsed 

our costume making?  

 

Well, we’re busily preparing to finish the year, perform our poetry, wrap up our learning, (just for the minute), and of 

course, welcome in some new transitioning students from Cycle 1 at the same time. Unfortunately we’re also letting 

go our older students to Cycle 3, (we’re really going to miss them!) Oh! And I forget to tell you that we’ve been on two 

excursions and hosted our grandparents too!  

 

You’d better have a look at some of the photos below to see all the things we’ve been up to… from our excursion to 

the Telegraph station, Court House and Library to explore ‘timelines’ further; to Grandparents Day in Cycle 2; to 

cooking some bean cakes from an ancient civilisation; to paper mache Grecian urns; to making playdough for a Sphinx! 

 

See you soon!   

The Cycle 2 Gang  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Cycle 3 News 
From the Topaz Room 
In Topaz, a group of children studying rivers walked down to the creek with Asha to 
examine the work of water in action.  For a small creek, it has a good number of 
meanders and cascades and they loved this local ‘going out’.  While some worked 
with drawings, Ben leapt into action with an amazing river model, followed by a 3D 
contour map of Tasmania made from salt dough, onto which all the rivers and main 
towns are to be painted. Edible follow-up has been a major focus recently.  Rosie 
and Rayne made a cake which using differently coloured icing to show the interior 
parts of stems; to accompany Ruby’s research on volcanoes, Alicia, Ruby and Alanna 
made red velvet balls, designed to be piled round an exploding ‘volcano’.  The 
explosion didn’t go quite to plan – we agreed it was a dormant volcano – but that 
made the choc-coated red velvet balls more delicious to polish off anyway.  Sorry if 
your children came home buzzing that day – they’d had cake for both morning and 
afternoon tea.  Ruby also made bread for us all, after researching the Sumerian 
method of cooking bread (and possibly the invention of toast). 
   
Most of the Greek pottery works are now complete and on display in the corridor, and the children are well into 
creating mosaics with small clay tiles and grout.  For history, Zoe and Alicia made a miniature of the hanging gardens 
of Babylon, writing the tale of how they were created and for whom; Charlie became fascinated by the story of the 
Minotaur in the Labyrinth and how Arthur Evans discovered the palace of King Minos at Knossos; and Haruko tried 
making Athena’s owl.  Many poems, often beautifully illustrated, have been written in the last few weeks, including 
cinquains by the Year 4 students and quatrains in iambic pentameter by some of the Year 6 students.  The other big 
buzz in Topaz has been the work on the costume and publicity team, with ticket selling going on each morning at the 
‘ticketing counter’ and the hum of many sewing machines.  We look forward to seeing you this Thursday – and then 
the graduation of our 8 Year 6 students will follow next week.  Exciting times! 
 

From the Tigereye Room 
Circus with Sascha 
Every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm Tigereye students do Circus skills with Sascha Yeomans.  This term students have 
been learning various skills with acrobats such as group balances. Over the year we have also done work on juggling, 
poi, hula hooping and diablo. It has been wonderful to see the students improve with some of these skills and to notice 
the perseverance that some students demonstrate when learning something tricky. Thanks so much to Sascha for 
these fabulous lessons. 
 
Garden Harvest 
Our first big garden harvest! The most recent gardening session was very peaceful indeed. It consisted of harvesting 
baby spinach, rainbow chard, peas and a myriad of lettuces. Our little patch is not only filling up with delicious things 
to eat, it is also filling up with (not-so-delicious) insect life! Ladybird sightings are well into the double digits and cicadas 
have made the occasional guest appearance (to be promptly classified by our knowledgeable year 5’s).   
 
Production production production! 
Cycle 3 students have been very busy with their different production teams- the actors and directors with Danielle, 
the costume team with Asha, the publicity team with Alison and the props/backstage team with me. It has been great 
to see some of the terrific work that each group are doing in their teams, often having to figure things out for 
themselves and really work as a team. Although there are times of chaos it does seem to be all starting to come 
together ready for our big night on Thursday! When you see the production, you only see on stage the actors, but 
there is so much work that goes on behind the scenes which is so important. I think this production has really enabled 
all the students in their different teams to see how important all the other roles are and enables them to be a part of 
it all. 
 
Grade 3s Transition Mornings and Days 
We have had the Grade 3s come in to Tigereye for several mornings and one full day now. It has been so wonderful to 
have them and all the students are really excited to have some new faces. Last week some of the year 5s gave the Year 



 

3s a lesson in how to use the pin maps. The Year 3s really took to this and have left out their partially completed maps 
so they can work on them when they come in this week. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General News 
School Concert – Grand Finale information for this Thursday 

School will finish as usual on Thursday at 3.15pm.  All students are expected to vacate the school by 3.30pm as usual 
as there will be no supervision at school after 3.30pm.  

Please note access to the concert will be via the external hall door.  The main doors to the school will be locked and 
there will be no access to the school.  The hall doors will open at 5.15pm for your arrival. 

 
Chai the Assistance Dog 
Have you seen this puppy?  This is Chai. She is a white Swiss shepherd and she is only 11 
weeks old.  One day we hope that she will be an assistance dog for Angel who is 
transitioning into cycle 3 next year.  She will be trained to help him with balance, to find 
him, to carry things for him and to alert others if he falls and hurts himself.  It will take 
approximately 2 years of training.  
 
In the meantime Chai is making small visits to the school to get familiar with the school 
environment and to socialise with everyone.  She won’t be allowed to interact with other 
people when she is working, but right now she needs to learn that people are lovely so that 
she doesn’t get scared of anyone when she is an adult.   
 
If you don’t want to go near her, she will always be on a lead so you can easily avoid her.  If you want to say hello we 
would love you to.  She is very soft and cuddly, but please remember she will soon be a big dog and needs to be treated 
like one.  Wait for her to approach you.  Hold your hand out palm down and let her sniff it.  Pat her on her neck or 
shoulders rather than the top of her head.  If someone else is saying hello already it’s best to wait so she is not 
overwhelmed by lots of people at once.  We would love parents to stop and say hi too – especially dads. 
Sascha 

 



 

Remembrance Day Photos 

Thank you to Stella, Matilda and Alta along with Melissa Scott who represented our school on Remembrance Day by 
laying a wreath.  Many thanks to the Quon family for doing such a wonderful job making the wreath.  

 
 
Sporting Achievements - District cricket  
Cooper is one of three players who was chosen from Beechworth to compete in the under 13’s 
Country v’s City rep game on Sunday 11th November.  He has also been selected for the 
Shepparton Challenge where the Wangaratta and District teams play off against the Shepparton 
and district teams.  
 
Eli was picked as one of 3 players from Beechworth to participate in the Wangaratta and District 
Cricket Association under 12’s representative game on the 18th November in Benalla.  Two 
games were played and Eli did very well against a tough level of competition. He scored 20 runs 
over 2 innings not out. He also hit a couple of fours and really enjoyed the day - playing 6 hours 
of cricket!  
 
Well done to our budding young cricketers, Eli and Cooper. 
 

Lost Property 
Erin from Indigo Gymnastics has left a lost property bucket in the foyer of the school.  If your child participates in 
gymnastics please take the time to check the lost property.   
 
While we are on the topic of lost property, the Cycle 2 and 3 school lost property shelves are overflowing with lots of 
clothes and plastic containers.  Please ask your child to check the lost property.  All items will be donated to charity 
at the end of the term. 
 
 

Admin News 
Parent Packs 
Parent packs for 2019 will go home to families this week.  Please check your pack and return required forms for your 
child’s 2019 enrolment at Beechworth Montessori by Monday 3rd December.  If you have any questions regarding the 
information in your pack please see Feona in the office. 

 
Cherry Fundraiser Order Forms 
Order forms for our cherry fundraiser are due back on Monday 3rd December.  Cherries will be delivered to our school 
on Monday 10th.  They will be available for collection from the school foyer from 2.30pm.   
 

Goats Cheese Fundraiser 
Our Goats Cheese orders are now being processed.  The cheese will be available for pick up from the Beechworth Food 
Co-Op On Thursday 29th and Friday 30th November between 2pm and 6pm. 

 

 



 

Community Notices 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


