Montessori News
Term 4 - Week 6
13th November 2018

03 5728 2940
info@bms.vic.edu.au
www.bms.vic.edu.au
42 Gilchrist Avenue
PO Box 306
BEECHWORTH VIC 3747

Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2018 Term Dates:
2019 Term Dates:

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks)
Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

12 November

13 November

14 November

15 November

Grandparent’s
Day
Cycle 2 9-10am
Cycle 3 10-11am
Cycle 1 11-12pm

Piano Recitals

20 November

21 November

19 November
School Closure Pupil Free Day

26 November

3 December

Year 6
Transition
9-12pm

4 December

28 November

5 December

Cherry order
forms due

10 December
Cycle 1 family
picnic 11.30am
Pick up day for
Cherry fundraiser

11 December

12 December

Sat/Sun

16 November

17/18 Nov

Coffee Morning
Cycle 3 Social
Enterprise
Ceremony
11-1.30pm

22 November

Goats cheese
order forms
due

27 November

Friday

23 November

24/25 Nov

Coffee Morning

29 November

30 November

School Concert
5.30pm

Coffee Morning
Pick up day for
goats cheese
fundraiser

6 December

7 December

Volunteers
Afternoon Tea
2.30pm

Coffee Morning
Graduation
Assembly &
Dinner

13 December

14 December
Coffee Morning
Term 3 ends
3.15pm finish

1/2 Dec

8/9 Dec

15/16 Dec

A note from Susi
I often think what I enjoy most about this school is the strong sense of community that I see in action each and every
day. Whether you are a voice in your child’s education, asking questions and sharing insights, serving on the Committee
of Management (CoM), running fundraising events, supporting students in the classroom or weeding the front garden,
this development of community life is one of the most treasured outcomes of the Montessori approach. In doing so
we are modelling and teaching our children life skills of how to work together, care for each other and our
environment. As well with the help of our parents we are able to achieve many things.
Currently we are running Parent Satisfaction surveys for the school and this week we launch the 2018 Independent
Schools Victoria Early Years Parent Satisfaction Survey. The aim of surveying is to gain general feedback and
understand your perceptions regarding the quality of your child’s experience at our school and services in order to
improve the quality of the learning experience for children. I would like to emphasise that the survey is completely
anonymous. Your opinion is valuable to us and I thank you very much for your participation.
Independent Schools Victoria will email our Early Years families a unique link to this survey this week. The email will
come from noreply@limesurvey.org. The survey takes approximately 15 minutes to complete.
To celebrate the year, I hope that you will be able to join us on Thursday 29 November at 5.30pm for the official ‘Grand
finale!”, an evening when the entire school community comes together, to enjoy the children singing songs, reciting
poetry and the performance, Cluedo, a tale of mystery and intrigue, written and directed by Cycle 3 students.
Regards, Susi

Early Years News
From the Ruby Room
Hello everyone, this term Ruby room has been very busy, with children working at a
great speed and responding to their routines. Lately we are working on “grace and
courtesy” which is part of our Montessori Curriculum. Children between the ages of
2.5 to 6 are in a sensitive period for learning courtesy and manners. Learning to act
appropriately in one’s own culture and classroom’s protocols. We are focusing on
specific things such as: walking in the classroom, setting lunches, manners whilst
eating, how to interact among other peers, how to interrupt when adults are talking.
Grace and courtesy can also be reinforced at home. Information sheets for parents are
available so you can read and practice at home, just ask staff.
We are very aware about parents’ work responsibilities, but we ask you to keep your
child at home if they are not feeling well. When a child is unwell they become unsettled
and it distracts other children’s emotional wellbeing and their will to work in a
harmonious environment. It also affects the staff and other children’s health.
We have noticed that there are children coming with their belongings unlabeled. You
don’t need to use expensive name tags, we are happy for parents to use a permanent
maker to name belongings. This is helpful for staff and ensures belongings are not lost.

Cycle 1 News
From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
End of Year Concert
On Monday mornings, the children have been practising The Lion Sleeps
Tonight with Céline. This is what the children will perform at the concert on
Thursday 29th of November. If you have a couple of minutes to spare each day,
then practising the words to the song would be very helpful. Just a warning,
the children love the animation which can distract them from singing the song.
In class we sing the song first with the screen out of view and then we sing it a second
time watching the animation. We will send out information regarding costumes in the
coming days. Following is the link to the version that we are practising
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=399syDvbBm

Medication
If your child needs to have any medication (eg. antibiotics, lozenges, vitamins, Ventolin,
ointments etc) then you must give it to a staff member and sign it in. All medication
must be in the original packaging to ensure accurate directions and a sighted expiry
date. This is a matter of safety as well as compliance. Please let us know if you would
like a copy of our Administration of Medication policy.

Outdoor Projects
The children helped to weed the herb planter boxes outside the classroom
kitchens before planting parsley, basil and coriander. The herbs in one of the
three planter boxes have not taken off at all and appear to have been eaten
by something. The children also helped to fill large pots with potting mix and
planted sunflower and marigold seeds. Some of these have sprouted, although
others have not. The rock path along the road-side fence line had become
overgrown with weeds. The children helped move the rocks, so the weeds
could be removed, before laying weed mat and returning the rocks to reform
the path, which has made a huge difference. The children have also enjoyed
watering the vegetable patches with watering cans.

Nature Walks
We have been heading outside the classroom and over to Mayday Hills to let the
children explore the world around them! Being in nature rejuvenates, reduces stress
and anxiety, and increases attentiveness. On our first walk we took photos of all the
different flowers we could find. On our second nature walk, the children each took a
brown paper bag in which to collect specimens from the ground to take home. On our
third outing we had a picnic and a very close look at a bower bird nest. The following
week we returned to the bower bird nest to see what new additions there were. Last
week we went to Mayday Hills to play games on the tennis court.

Chicks come to visit
In the past two weeks we have had some chicks come for a visit. Both, Louisa
and George have enjoyed sharing their chicks with us. It has reminded us how
important it is to have animals as a part of our environment: something we
will be working toward next year.

Cycle 3 News

General News
School Disco
Many thanks to Rohan Chaubaud for being an absolutely fabulous, awesome DJ at the school disco. The school disco
was a social enterprise event organised by Year 6 students, Tim and Samadhi, to support two worthy causes, the
Cancer Council and the Greater Glider. The event was an extremely successful example of a waste free event. At the
end of the night the only waste was a pile of watermelon and orange skins!

Photos from Grandparent’s Day

School Fundraiser – Goat’s Cheese
We have a fantastic opportunity to purchase 2kg tubs of premium quality marinated goats cheese for the special price
of $45 at significantly less than the RRP $80, as a Beechworth Montessori School fundraiser. $8 from each tub sold will
be donated to Beechworth Montessori School. To access this opportunity, we need to commit to a minimum order of
50 tubs, and would require payment in advance by Wednesday 21st November. Payment can be made by submitting
cash with your order form or by paying directly at the Food Co-op. Order forms were distributed last week. Extra
order forms are available from the office.

Lost Property
Our lost property shelves are overflowing with a large assortment of clothing and plastic containers. Please take a
moment to have a look if anything belongs to you, or encourage your child to check. There is also some lost property
from the Cycle 3 bike camp.

Community Notices

JUNIOR BLASTERS CRICKET TO COMMENCE ON 18 NOVEMBER
Please note that Junior Blasters (formerly Milo In2Cricket) has been put
back a week and will now start on Sunday 18 November at Baarmutha Park,
Beechworth.
Junior Blasters is for kids (approx 5-7 y.o.) new to cricket with participants
building their skills through fun, game based activities. The games are
designed for small groups to ensure every child gets a go, allowing them to
test and learn new skills. When they have mastered the basics they will be
ready to graduate to Master Blasters where they can play modified games
of cricket.
It’s not too late to sign up. Please go to playcricket.com.au
Still looking for volunteers to help with the program.
All enquiries to Stewart Pearce on 0458 040 046
Sign up at playcricket.com.au

