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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2018 Term Dates:
2019 Term Dates:

Monday

Tuesday

29 October

30 October

5 November

6 November
School Closure Melbourne Cup
Day Holiday

12 November

19 November

13 November

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks)
Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April
Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September
Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December

Wednesday

Thursday

3 December

10 December
Cycle 1 family
picnic 11.30am

Sat/Sun
3/4 Nov

31 October

1 November

2 November

Ringwood Band
Redgum Book
Orders due back

Cycle 2 Movie
afternoon
3.15-5.30pm

Coffee Morning
School Disco

7 November
Telegraph
station Cycle 2
excursion
14 November

8 November

9 November

Questacon
incursion

Coffee Morning

15 November

16 November

Grandparent’s
Day

Piano Recitals

20 November

21 November

10/11 Nov

17/18 Nov

Coffee Morning

22 November

School Closure Pupil Free Day

26 November

Friday

23 November

24/25 Nov

Coffee Morning

27 November

4 December

11 December

28 November

5 December

12 December

29 November

30 November

School Concert
5.30pm

Coffee Morning

6 December

7 December

Volunteers
Afternoon Tea

Coffee Morning
Graduation
Assembly &
Dinner

13 December

14 December
Coffee Morning
Term 3 ends
3.15pm finish

1/2 Dec

8/9 Dec

15/16 Dec

A note from Susi
This term there is a lot of movement across the school, as a number of students ‘transition’ from one Cycle into
another, whether it be from Ruby Room to Cycle 1, Cycle 1 to Cycle 2, Cycle 2 to Cycle 3 or Year 6 to secondary school.
Transition, meaning the journey for a child to move from one Cycle to another, is shaped by the Montessori philosophy
- an understanding that each child is unique and each child’s development will be individual. The ‘signs of readiness ’
for transition, as observed by the teacher, is not primarily based on the age or academic skills of the child but also
takes into account the child’s social and emotional maturity.
Transitions are planned and could commence with the child visiting the new classroom on an errand or being invited
on a tour of the classroom by a teacher or student. After the initial visit, the child may make several short visits followed
by longer visits, allowing time to adjust to their new classroom as they enter this exciting new time in their life, growing
in independence and potentials.
At the end of the Montessori Primary program, students are ready for a very important transition -moving into the
world of adolescence and commencing secondary school. Each child has acquired a vast range of skills during their
time at Montessori school, experiencing the challenges and benefits of learning across the expansive Montessori
curriculum and working with other children in the multi-age classes - a solid grounding from which to move into new
academic and social situations in secondary school.
This Friday we have 14 Year 6 students commencing transition to the Montessori Adolescent Program (MAP) at
Beechworth Secondary College. Included in this newsletter is a short letter from the Principal of Beechworth Secondary
College, Trish Broom about transition to secondary school and the MAP program.
Parent Satisfaction Surveys
Currently we have a response rate of approximately 13% to the parent survey. Your opinion is valuable to us and the
information obtained will be used to improve the quality of education at the school for students. The survey is
anonymous and all information is treated confidentially. It takes about 10 minutes to complete. This link is for parents
with children in Prep – Year 6. Parent Survey link: http://researchdepartment.limequery.com/215259?lang=en
Parents with children in Cycle 1 and Ruby Room will have the opportunity to participate in an Early Years survey in
November.
Bushfire Preparedness and Emergency Management Plans
Our school has been identified as being at high bushfire risk and is listed on the Department of Education and Training
(DET) Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR). This means the school will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is
determined by the Bureau of Meteorology. Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a
potential Code Red day closure by letter and email. On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their
Bushfire Survival Plan and on such days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
The school’s Bushfire Management Plan also strongly advocates that parents make informed choices about sending
children to school on potential risk days that are designated Extreme or Severe fire rated days (FRD). Our hall has been
approved as a Shelter in Place for all students and staff to take refuge in the event of a bushfire. In Week 2 of this
term, students and staff have practiced the drill moving to the hall as a shelter in place.
The Ruby Room program will be closed on Extreme or Severe fire rated days and parents will be notified by email up
to 24 hours in advance. If you have any questions about the BARR please contact me by phone, email or at the office.
Wodonga Children’s Fair
On the weekend we were out and about at the Wodonga Children’s Fair and spoke with
many interested parents about Montessori education. Thank you to Ben Sockett, Alison
Lloyd and Melissa Scott for your help on the day.
Regards, Susi

Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
Welcome to our new students and their families, please make them welcome.
With so much to learn, explore and do this term, Cycle 2 has begun with the 4th Great Story, (The
History of Writing), and the study of our ancient history through the great civilisations of the
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, as well as the Great Wonders of the Ancient World.
We’ve all been challenged to realise that our English alphabet is just one of many, many alphabets,
hieroglyphics and pictorial ways that people have communicated through time. Some of us are
researching the different sports that these ancient societies enjoyed, as well as places and
monuments that they constructed. (It has been sobering to realise that the Romans actually
enjoyed watching people being chased and eaten by lions in the Colosseum! Did you realise that
the Colosseum held between 50,000 to 80,000 people?) Other classmates have been researching
Stonehenge, different statues to Gods such as Zeus, the Great Wall of China, the very first
lighthouse ever built, (the Lighthouse of Alexandria), and the supposedly extraordinarily beautiful
Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Grecian urns are already taking shape and we’ve also enjoyed
welcoming some new students to our rooms! Did someone say it was only Week 2?

From the Tigereye and Topaz Rooms
Everton Overnight Camp and Local History Day
Last Monday, 22nd of October all Cycle 3 students went on our first ever overnight bike riding camp! After a safety
briefing, we all rode down the rail trail to Baarmutha. Aside from nearly 40 students there was also Asha, Amber, Kat,
Christie, Mik, Jamie and Pete with Alison driving in a support vehicle. From here, we split into 2 groups, so that some
students could have a go at mountain bike riding on ‘Flame trees’ single track. We met up again further down the track
and then continued down the rail trail to Everton. After Everton, we headed out along the Markwood road to our
campsite on the Ovens River.
Waiting for us here at our campsite was Beau Miles (Bertie and Harry’s uncle), who is an Outdoor Education lecturer
at Monash University. Beau had also brought along two of his staff, Mitch and Jodie. Beau, Mitch and Jodie had set up
all the tarps and mossie nets for the students and were able to run various activities with the students. First up was a
much-needed swim in the cool waters of the Ovens! Later, Samadhi’s Stepdad, Andy Swift, gave us a presentation on
the goldmining history of the Beechworth and Ovens area.
Later on, Beau had the children enthralled with his careful demonstration of how to light a one match fire, using
everything else from the bush around us (and some firewood kindly donated by the Coggers- thank you!). After that it
was dinner, damper, hot chocolate, singing and stories under the stars. All of us slept either under tarps or mossie
nets and it was a perfect, clear night to be sleeping out.
The next day, we were woken early by some overly-energetic boys under the tarp….(hmmmm … lesson learned is that
20 boys under a tarp is perhaps a few too many!). After pack up and brekky, we split into our classes and were driven
up to Beechworth for our day of exploring the history of our town. Students attended the Burke museum and did a
fascinating walking history tour of Beechworth, learning things about our town that many of us never knew. We also
enjoyed a yummy lunch at the Beechworth bakery.
It was a busy but fabulous two days and what we were so impressed with was how well the students did on the bike
ride and also with camping out. Everyone just got in and had a go, without fuss or complaints. Beau and I had wanted

the students to explore the concept of resilience as part of this camp and I think students did really demonstrate
resilience over the two days.
A big thank you to Beau Miles, Mitch Drummond and Jodi Evans for coming to help us run this program. A big thank
you also to our parent volunteers (and cycling instructors) Christie Rodda, Mik Ritchie, Jamie Cunningham and Peter
Sheridan. Also thanks to Andy Swift for his awesome presentation on goldmining history and big thanks to Ben Sockett
for being our bus driver and parent volunteer on Tuesday. Without all your help, camps like these are not possible.
A big welcome to new student Georgina Sockett, who has moved to Beechworth from Sydney with her family.

General News
Sporting Achievements
Congratulations to Eli who placed third at the regional athletics. What a fantastic achievement. Well
done Eli!

Italian Day
Once again Italian Day was a huge success. Thank you to all of the parent helpers who volunteered their
time and to Mauro and all the staff who made this day possible. The students had lots of fun.

Cherry Fundraiser
Last year we ran a fundraiser selling cherries through Eldorado Orchards. It was extremely successful and we received
excellent feedback from families therefore we have decided to offer it again. The cost for a 1kg box of cherries is $15
with $6 from each box sold being donated to Beechworth Montessori School.
Order forms have been placed into parent pockets. Order forms are due back to the office by Monday 3rd December.
Cherries will be delivered to our school on Monday 10th December and will be available for collection in the school
foyer.

Transition and the Montessori Adolescent Program @ BSC
As we approach 2019, our Transition to Secondary School program welcomes the students coming to Beechworth SC
in 2019, from a number of primary schools. We are working closely with the Beechworth Montessori Primary School
to support students who are transitioning to our Montessori Adolescent Program (MAP) for Year 7, 8 & 9 students.
Two key staff who teach in our Montessori Adolescent Program have been trained in Montessori Adolescent Studies.
Laureen Barnard coordinates MAP @ BSC and also teaches Maths in the general and VCE program. In 2014, Laureen
completed the Orientation to Adolescence studies with the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) at the
distinguished Hershey Montessori Farm School in Cleveland, Ohio. On returning, Laureen established the Montessori
Adolescent Program at Beechworth Secondary College which is now in its fourth year. Anthea Scott, who also teaches
VCE Psychology and Health and Human Development, and is our Careers Advisor, supports Laureen in the MAP
program.
In January 2019, Laureen has been invited to present at the AMI/NAMTA Montessori Orientation to Adolescent Studies
training program in Melbourne. This provides an overview of essential Montessori principles and background
information necessary to meet the developmental needs of adolescents. Lecturers, presenters, and practitioners
include AMI trainers and AMI trained practitioners with extensive experience in the field of Montessori adolescent
work.
We look forward to continuing to build our school community and complete the school improvements with our $1.15
million maintenance funding soon to begin, along with the new building expected to begin construction in
2019.
Please contact me anytime to discuss options for your child at Beechworth SC.
Regards,
Patricia Broom
Principal
Beechworth Secondary College

Admin News
Working with Children Checks and Code of Conduct.
We place a high value on all of the work our parent community do for our school. Due to legislative amendments to
the Working with Children Act (2005) it is now a requirement that all volunteers that volunteer in any capacity will
need a Working with Children Check. This includes helping in class, hearing children read, attending excursions and
camps, etc. We encourage all parents to apply for the card. It is free to apply, and takes approximately 2-3 weeks to
be processed. It is easy to apply at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
In addition, as part of the child safety standards as specified by Ministerial Oder No. 870 we require all volunteers to
agree to our Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct aims to protect children and reduce any opportunities for child
abuse or harm to occur. All staff, volunteers, Committee of Management members and any other member of the
school community involved in child-related work are required to comply with the Code of Conduct by observing
expectations for appropriate behaviour. Copies of the Code of Conduct are available at the office.

Redgum Book Club
Redgum book club orders are due to be returned tomorrow. If you missed out, order forms are still available at the
Office and orders can be placed online.

2018 Student Residential Address and Other Information collection notice
The Australian Government Department of Education and Training requests that the school provides a statement of
addresses, in accordance with the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (Cth). This collection is routinely used to
inform Commonwealth school education policy, and to help ensure that Commonwealth funding arrangements for
non-government schools are based on need, and are fair and transparent. Earlier this term, each family received a
letter in their parent pockets requesting that the school has the most up-to-date and correct details for your family. If
you have not already done so please contact Feona in the office with any residential changes to address. The collection
closes on 9 November.

Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear
direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register
(BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is
determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been
identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on
the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a
potential Code Red day closure by letter and email. A Code Red day will be
determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than
1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the
confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and
help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:





No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
The Educational Care Program in Ruby Room will also be cancelled on these days.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is
located.
Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our school.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at home or
in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is
to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we update and our Emergency Management Plan annually.
What can parents do?







Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters and
emails.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in
advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:
https://emergency.vic.gov.au, Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic), Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates), ABC local radio, Sky News and other
emergency broadcasters, VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

Thank you letter from the Beechworth Organ Society

Community Notices

