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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2018 Term Dates:

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

15 October

16 October

17 October

18 October

19 October

20/21 Oct

Coffee Morning
Meals on Wheels

22 October

23 October

24 October

Cycle 3
overnight camp

Cycle 3
overnight camp
returns

Italian Day

29 October

30 October

31 October

25 October

1 November

Ringwood Band
Redgum Book
Orders due back

5 November

6 November
Melbourne Cup
Day Holiday

12 November

19 November

13 November

7 November
Telegraph
station Cycle 2
excursion
14 November

Grandparent’s
Day

Piano Recitals

20 November

21 November

3 December

10 December

27/28 Oct

2 November

3/4 Nov

Coffee Morning
School Disco

8 November

9 November

Questacon

Coffee Morning

15 November

16 November

10/11 Nov

17/18 Nov

Coffee Morning

22 November

School Closure Pupil Free Day

26 November

26 October
Coffee Morning
Walk to School
Picnic

23 November

24/25 Nov

Coffee Morning

27 November

4 December

11 December

28 November

5 December

12 December

29 November

30 November

School Concert
5.30pm

Coffee Morning

6 December

7 December

Volunteers
Afternoon Tea

Coffee Morning
Graduation
Assembly &
Dinner

13 December

14 December
Coffee Morning
Term 3 ends
2.15pm finish

1/2 Dec

8/9 Dec

15/16 Dec

A note from Susi
This week I have been enjoying speaking with prospective families about the school and Montessori education. First
and foremost the reason why Montessori is different is, the child is in the centre and the focus is on the needs of each
child and their unique capacities. Within the beautifully prepared environments of the Montessori classroom, the
curriculum is rich and the philosophy is alive, working together to support each child on their learning journey. A
common theme in discussions with parents is their desire for the social and emotional wellbeing of their child to be
nurtured as well as educational outcomes that lead to life skills needed today to be able to enjoy a happy, healthy and
successful life - ‘educating the whole child’, the overall purpose of Montessori education.
We are keen to gain a better understanding of your perceptions regarding the quality of your child/ren’s educational
experience at the school and invite you to participate in a Parent Satisfaction Survey. The survey is anonymous and
all information is treated confidentially. It takes about 10 minutes to complete. This link is only for parents with
children in Prep – Year 6.
Parent Survey link: http://researchdepartment.limequery.com/215259?lang=en
We are aiming for a 95% response rate and I therefore will be encouraging you to participate at every opportunity. If
you have any questions about the survey please contact me by phone, email or call in at the office. Parents with
children in Cycle 1 and Ruby Room will have the opportunity to participate in a different survey in November.
I would like to thank and acknowledge the many contributions families are making to our school community:
 Luke and Izzie Fitridge for their time and expertise installing a concertina door in Ruby Room to provide a
different space within the room.
 Amber Croft for teaching Topaz students how to use the new sewing machines and commence the making of
the student designed school banner!
 The Committee of Management for organising an extremely successful school holiday program and welcoming
families from the local community and holidaying in the region to our school community.
 All of our regular helpers who give their time to support children with reading and assisting in many other
various activities.
Regards, Susi.

Upcoming events
Walk to School picnic: As well as encouraging students to walk, ride and scoot to school, Walk to School month aims
to promote being active in order to live a healthy life. To celebrate Walk to School month on Friday 26 October each
classroom will receive a picnic basket of healthy food to enjoy a shared snack with their class. Indigo Shire Council has
kindly donated $70 to help provide food for the event. Thank you Asha for coordinating Walk to School month.
Italian Day, Wednesday 24 October: Italian Day is shaping up to be a great day in which we celebrate Italian culture
and language. Not only are we cooking pizza, students will also experience the different characters and masks in the
fun-filled performance, Commedia dell ‘Arte, as well as enjoying friendly soccer matches on the May Day oval. Rohan
France has kindly offered to fire up the pizza oven at 5am on the morning and we will need parent helpers to station
the pizza oven throughout the day to assist supervised groups of children to cook pizza. Please let Feona or Sharelle
know in the office if you are able to help. Parents will require a Working with Children Check Card.
What is the Theatrical Style of Commedia dell 'Arte?
Commedia dell’Arte, at its peak of popularity in the 16th century was performed on
outdoor stages in piazza (town squares). In this form of theatre, actors would devise a
performance by improvising the dialogue and action around a scenario. The masks in,
commedia can be inspired by animals and a natural element (fire, air, earth or water)
that reflects the character’s traits or idiosyncrasies. The actor then embodies these
qualities in their development of the character.
Regional National Water Week Poster Competition: Our school was drawn out to win $200 as part of the Regional
National Water Week Poster Competition! The money will be put towards the development of the Cycle 3 outdoor
classroom.

Topaz students busy learning to sew and contribute to the school banners.

Cycle 1 News
From the Ruby Room
We have been busy reviewing and renewing some of our policies relating to Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health and
Safety. Our Committee of Management recently approved the following policies:
- Emergency and Evacuation
- Dealing with Incidents, Injury, Illness or Trauma and Administration of First Aid
- Dealing with Infectious Diseases
- Dealing with Medical Conditions
- Administration of Medication
- Safe Sleep and Rest Practices
Our Safe Sleep and Rest Practices policy is based on current research and recommended evidence-based principles
and guidelines. Red Nose (formerly SIDS and Kids) is considered the recognised national authority on safe sleeping
practices for infants and children. If you would like more information on safe sleeping there are several brochures
available beside our sign in book.
If you are interested in reading any of the above policies, please see Feona or Sharelle in the office.

From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms
SYNTHETIC GRASS
You may have noticed a change to our bitumen area over the holidays, with the
addition of pieces of synthetic grass. This is now a safer space on which the children
can run around and play games. A huge thank you to Lisa and Dick for collecting the
extremely heavy grass from the Wangaratta tennis courts, and Alison and Kane for
helping Lisa and Dick manoeuvre and trim the pieces so they fit together well.
HATS AND SPARE CLOTHES
Just a reminder that children need a broad-brimmed sun hat in order to play away from
the verandah area. As many of the children are also engaging in water play, a spare set
of clothes would be appreciated too.
AFTERNOON PROGRAM
Following is a brief overview of our afternoon program this term. You will find the
reflections and photos for the afternoon program on the wall opposite Susi’s office as
you walk through to the Early Years courtyard.
Monday – Art / Science: In art the children will explore drawing, painting, printing and
photography. In science they will begin each lesson with a simple experiment followed
by design and technology exploration. Lessons are rotated fortnightly, enabling the
children to experience all activities.
Tuesday – Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) in the Cycle 2 & 3 playground: The aim is
to improve the children's fitness, balance, hand-eye coordination, gross motor skills,
and self-confidence. They are divided into three small groups and each group is

assigned a station. The adult demonstrates the activity, and then the children do it.
Each station lasts about 10 minutes so the children have ample opportunity to practice
the skill and improve it, feeling at first challenged and then competent. When time is
up, the group moves to a new station.
Wednesday: Preps have specialist classes. Italian with Mauro and Music with Amber.
The kinder children work in Amethyst room with Lisa doing activities from various areas
of the curriculum.
Thursday – Botany: The children will participate in nature walks to May Day Hills and
complete outdoor projects in our playground.
Friday: Sport with Josh.

General News
Redgum Book Club
Term 4 book club catalogues have been placed in the parent pockets for students to take home. The catalogue closes
on the 31st October 2018. Ordered books will be delivered to school in the week commencing the 12th
November 2018.

Community Notices

Health & Wellbeing News – October 2018
Community Sharing Feast – Friday October 12 & Friday 23rd November
@ Quercus Beechworth 6-8pm
A free meal for the whole community – everybody welcome – book 5728 2386
Alcohol free http://quercusbeechworth.com.au/

October is Walk to School Month
All 15 Primary Schools across Indigo Shire are participating in October Walk to School
Month. During Walk To School Month kids are encouraged to walk, ride or scoot to and
from school to help build healthy habits for life. Bus travellers can participate by joining in
healthy activities at school. Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole way, why not try
parking the car a few blocks from school and walk, ride or scoot the rest.
Lifeline: 13 11 14
Beyond Blue: 1300 224636
Domestic violence Hotline– 1800 737732 or 1800 RESPECT

Gateway Health – local service provider: https://gatewayhealth.org.au
Think you know: Cyber Safety Program: http://www.thinkuknow.org.au
If you would like support to quit smoking call the Quitline on 137848 or visit:
www.quit.org.au

Alcohol or other drug helpline Vic: 1800 888 236
Support Services in our local area:
Gateway Health provide a range of treatment services for both young people and adults
across North East Victoria
Phone: 03 57 232000
Email: www. gatewayhealth.org.au

Protect the skin you're in with the free SunSmart App
Overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation causes wrinkles and skin and eye damage,
ultimately leading to skin cancer. Protect the skin you're in with the SunSmart app for
iPhone and Androids.
The SunSmart app lets you know when you do and don't need sun protection, making it
easier than ever to be smart about your sun exposure all year.

As a member of a community that cares for the people within it,
have you ever wondered what you would do or say to someone
who seems to have given up on life?
SafeTALK is a powerful learning experience that aims to create
suicide alert helpers, and through this 4.5 hour workshop you can
expect to feel challenged, empowered and hopeful, all within a
safe and supported setting. SafeTALK follows a multimodal and
highly interactive format that will enable you to move beyond
common tendencies to miss, dismiss or avoid the warning signs of
suicide. Furthermore you will be able to identify people who have
thoughts of suicide and apply the TALK (Tell, Ask, Listen & Keep
safe) principles to connect them to people and/or agencies that
can help.
Your workshop trainer is registered with the nationally and
internationally recognised Livingworks Inc organization supported
by extensive training materials and the presence of a Community
Resource person.
This workshop is suitable for people 16 years and above who have
an interest in ‘being there’ for others.
4.5 hr Workshop - Friday 19th October 2018 - 11am to
3.30pm or
3.5 hr Workshop - Tuesday 23 October 2018 - 6pm to 9.30pm
Cost: $60.00 pp
Book Online, or contact Quercus Beechworth on
03 5728 2386, or pop in to our Office or Quercus Community
Bookshop - 30 Ford Street, Beechworth.

Tiramisu
Ever wanted to learn how to make Tiramisu – from scratch?
From making the biscuits to the lightest and richest of
sauces, we’ve got it covered! Bring along a container to take
it home.
4 hr Workshop— Sunday 21 October 2018 4pm – 8pm
Cost: $55.00 pp (incl. all ingredients)
Floral Design
Have you ever wanted to learn more about floral design?
Come and join us and learn some handy tips to construct a
great design from your own garden.
Bring along a bucket of botanical goodies from your garden,
a vase or two, as well as cutters or secateurs.

To enrol in any of these workshops, book
online, or contact Quercus Beechworth on
03 5728 2386, or pop in to our Office or
Quercus Community Bookshop - 30 Ford
Street, Beechworth.

2hr Workshop - Tuesday
16 October 2018 - 6pm to 8pm
Cost: $10.00 pp (places are limited)

