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Beechworth Montessori is a Child Safe School

The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2018 Term Dates:

Monday

Term 1 - 31st January – 29th March (9 weeks)
Term 2 – 16th April – 29th June (11 weeks)
Term 3 – 16th July – 21st September (10 weeks)
Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

22 August

23 August

20 August

21 August

Book Week

Newsletter day

27 August

28 August

Friday

Sat/Sun

24 August

25/26 August

Coffee Morning

29 August

30 August

Father’s day
night
Garlic Salt
Fundraiser
Forms Due

31 August

1/2 Sept

Coffee Morning
Athletics Carnival
Maria
Montessori’s
birthday

Father’s Day

8/9 Sept

3 September

4 September

5 September

6 September

7 September

Cycle 3 Camp

Cycle 3 Camp
Newsletter day

Cycle 3 Camp

Cycle 3 Camp

Cycle 3 Camp
Coffee Morning

10 September

11 September

12 September

13 September

Parent/Teacher
Interviews
begin this week

17 September

14 September

15/16 Sept

Coffee Morning
Disco (Social
Enterprise)

18 September
Newsletter day

19 September

20 September

21 September

22/23 Sept

Pancakes for
International
Peace Day - 8am
(Social Enterprise)
Term 3 ends
2.15pm finish

School
Holidays
Commence

A note from Susi
Each day in our classrooms, our Montessori teachers are ‘following the child’, carefully observing the child’s readiness
for the next step, guiding growth and learning where it is needed, including overcoming challenges in areas of
weakness and resistance, and moving beyond anxieties, while allowing time and space for each child to explore their
interests. Every child is working at their own pace and level. Whilst accommodating preferences of learning styles and

each child’s capabilities there is also a high expectation of quality of work, some concepts needing time and attention
to master, as well as a focus on self-management and building interpersonal social/emotional skills.
The Montessori curriculum is an international curriculum shared by Montessori schools throughout the world. The
curriculum offered in the primary school presents a diverse range of subjects such as mathematics, geometry,
language, history, geography, botany, zoology, astronomy, science, practical life skills such as cooking, arts and crafts.
Italian, music and sport are also included in the program as specialist subjects taught by specialist teachers. To further
understand the philosophy underlying the primary school curriculum I have included an article “Cosmic Education :
The Heart of Montessori Primary Classroom’. It is indeed thought provoking so I hope you enjoy the read.
Regards, Susi

Cosmic Education: The Heart of the Montessori Primary Classroom
cos·mic 1. Of or relating to the universe, especially as distinct from Earth.
2. Infinitely or inconceivably extended; vast.
Dr. Montessori recognised that all of science and history tell portions of the same story: the continuing creation of the
universe. Cosmic Education tells that story. In a uniquely Montessori way, the experience offers children context for,
and reveals connections between, such subjects as astronomy, chemistry, geography, history, and biology, to name a
few. "Learning" the academic subject matter, however, is secondary to a loftier educational goal.
In their book, Children of the Universe, Montessorians Michael and D'Neil Duffy sum up the purpose of Cosmic
Education neatly: "This six-year Montessori experience gives primary students opportunities to appreciate their roots
in the universe, to sense their place in its context, and to embrace the role this defines for their lives."
To give parents a glimpse of the important role Cosmic Education plays in the Montessori primary classroom, we've
answered key parent questions with brief explanations and related quotations from Children of the Universe: Cosmic
Education in the Montessori Primary Classroom. We recommend this very approachable resource as a valuable
addition to any parent education library.
Q: What is Cosmic Education?
A: Cosmic Education is not itself "the curriculum" or a set of facts but rather a decompartmentalised way of presenting
stories that open up lines of inquiry which roughly correspond to traditional elementary academic subjects. "The
purpose is not to create walking encyclopedias of knowledge... The "stuff" the students learn is almost incidental to the
enrichment of the context they gain for understanding themselves and their place in the universe."
Cosmic Education launches youngsters into society practiced in thinking about who they are, as individuals, as part of
the human species, as citizens of a nation, of members of a planetary ecology, and so on. Ultimately, it introduces the
possibility that humanity might have a "cosmic" task, a meaningful purpose beyond consumption and procreation.
"Cosmic Education is intended to help each of us search for our cosmic task as a species and as individuals. To do this,
we must understand ourselves in context. It is only against the background of our place in the universe, our relationships
with other living organisms, and our understanding of human unity within cultural diversity, that we can attempt to
answer the question, "Who am I?"
Q: Why is Cosmic Education ideally suited for children ages 6 to 12?
A: Maria Montessori recognised four major stages, or planes of development. From about age six to twelve, children
are moving through the second plane. Some key characteristics of these children include a turning outward toward
wider social experiences, a movement from the material level to the abstract, and a heightened engagement in moral
development.
Turning Outward: Cosmic Education satisfies children's developing awareness of the larger community, offering them
all of human history at a time in their development when they are preoccupied with "going out" to meet the world.

"Children in the second plane of development are no longer content to remain inside their homes and schools, or to
limit their experiences to what they feel inside themselves... Cosmic Education addresses the broad scope of that
outward journey into all of reality."
Material to Abstract: Designed first and foremost to inspire children's imaginations, the lessons of The Great Stories
allow for cross-pollination between sensorial experience and abstract thinking. As children work with the activities to
which the stories have led them, they discover such concepts as repeating patterns of life (biology), the laws of nature
(physics, chemistry), people's common vital needs (cultural geography), and much more.
"The story part is the principal job of the teacher; the study part is primarily the job of the students... Once the
impressionistic lessons have been given, the children are ready to pursue a subject as far as their interest will carry
them."
Moral Development: Many psychologists agree that children reach a new level of moral development around age six
or seven. During the second plane of development, the child becomes keenly concerned with justice, fairness, right
and wrong – the conscience is beginning to develop.
"The characteristics of children at this age suggest that now is the time to begin, that this is the "sensitive period" to
implant the initial impressions on which a lifetime search for meaning can be based... Cosmic Education helps young
students discover the moral imperative by which they should live their lives."
Q. Is Cosmic Education relevant today?
A. In the twentieth century, Maria Montessori saw Cosmic Education as a way to protect humankind from the threat
of self-annihilation posed by seemingly endless acts of war and political aggression. In the twenty-first century, global
awareness, cooperation, and peaceful communication, are integral to resolving problems Montessori could hardly
have anticipated. Cosmic Education helps prepare children to deal successfully with today's realities.
"Because of the undeniable impact of our own species on the life of the planet, we have a moral responsibility – a
cosmic task – to deal with such problems as global warming, pollution controls, management of natural resources,
population growth, the impact of industrial development, protection of endangered species, a responsible use of
biotechnology and other global concerns. We are one people, one civilization, one humanity, in ways today that
Montessori could not even imagine."
"Let us give the children a vision of the universe," wrote Maria Montessori in To Educate the Human Potential. "The
universe is an imposing reality and the answer to all questions." Montessori observed firsthand children's eagerness
to understand themselves, their world, and their place in it. It was her hope that Cosmic Education would allow
children to grow into responsible sons and daughters of the great human family, with the understanding, ethics, and
self-knowledge needed to transform the world.
In the Duffys' words: "Cosmic Education teaches children to recognise the fundamental needs we all share and to
respect the cultural differences by which we meet those fundamental needs. Such an education can lead us to a future
of true peace such as that sought by Maria Montessori."
—J.A. Beydler, with special thanks to Irene Baker and of course, Michael and D'Neil Duffy's excellent book.
Source: https://www.forsmallhands.com/ideas-insights/cosmic-education

Did you know?
Each year across Australia, the Children’s
Book Council of Australia (CBCA) brings
children and books together celebrating
Book Week. This year’s theme is Find
Your Treasure. Book Week runs from the
18th to the 24th August.

Cycle 2 News
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms
This term we are discovering the lithosphere! What is it? What are the components that make it?
How does it all work together? How does it affect us? You may like to ask your child questions
about mountains, valleys, volcanoes, earthquakes and tectonic plates. In art we have been
relishing practicing our sculpture techniques by making actual erupting volcanoes as an extension
of our work on the lithosphere.
Tuesdays we focus on poetry and exploring different forms, reading poetry, reciting it and even
writing it. We hope you have been enjoying our poetry displays each week! We are aiming to
recite a poem by the end of the term to help build our confidence in our own abilities and also to
help develop trust between one another as peers…it can be very scary to read in front of others
and without trust, we find it even harder.
Thursday afternoons are all about ourselves and our emotions. We have been working through
the differences in ‘ladders’ of emotions (such as the difference between being happy and ecstatic
or sad and distraught and the different situations that might cause you to feel different emotions.
We have also been learning about what ’trust’ means. How do we create trust? How do we break
trust? Who do we trust? Creating a list of people we trust and why we trust them.

Cycle 3 News
From the Topaz Room
Topaz has been swarming with scientists this term. After observing the difference between fluid and viscose liquids,
Ted and Luka built a wooden two-lane structure, which they used to test the fluidity of various liquids, at room
temperature and then after heating. Louis spent two days with his lab coat and glasses on, mixing, boiling and pouring,
like the archetypal mad scientist. He used a winding plastic tub to test the pace of his remarkable concoctions and
took down records of their times. Year 6 unpacked the structure of chromosomes, which they had experimented with
in previous terms, to look at DNA, genes and the messages genes carry. Colouring and labelling a paper model, they
created DNA chains with genetic code. A few of the girls are now creating a structure in which to enclose their DNA
chain.
For Year 6, the work on genes was their first foray beyond the balloon debate that occupied them for the first few
weeks of term. In a balloon debate, everyone is in a balloon that has begun to sink. Sadly, someone has to go to
lighten the balloon. Their task is to justify why they should stay on board. Each child chose an historical figure that
they considered important for the development of our society, researched basic information about their life and what
they achieved – and then set out to convince their audience that without them, society would have been much worse
off. They presented their talk to the rest of the class, who then voted to determine who society could not do without.
The votes are often interesting. The inventor of anti-venom came top in our vote, over the inventor of penicillin and
the steam engine! Perhaps it’s because we live in Australia, where awareness of poisonous creatures is high. As the
Year 6 children thought about the consequences of being without each of these famous people, they came across
some amazing results: who would have thought that without the light bulb, we might all have died from disease? Yet
we couldn’t have discovered bacteria without the microscope and a light bulb is needed for a microscope to work.

The part I liked most about this debate was the eloquent debate that broke out amongst the Year 6 students after the
voting, as they passionately protested the vital necessity of their invention! Well done to Year 6 – public speaking is
always a scary task!
Some lovely haiku have been emerging, as the Year 4 students explore this form of poetry, illustrated with paintings,
charcoal and line drawing. We have also had some delicious feasts on Fridays, with the cooks beginning the master
the art of finishing their cooking by midday. After looking at different ways of approaching historical research, one
group of students has given itself the very precise task of identifying desserts in different civilisations that lived
between 800 and 900 BC! Others have settled for the broader task of food, dress or (not my suggestion!) punishments
in a particular era, while one group studied the history of corsets over time!
The other task that has been absorbing students over the past week is that of writing a letter to their Sovereign Hill
school to give the (often sad) story of who they are and how they came to be in Ballarat. Half the students are in the
Ragged School, whose students are usually orphans, so parents have been polished off in a great variety of creative
ways, from suffocating in a mine collapse to being beaten up after a dart game in a pub or having their body thrown
overboard on the trip during which they died of disease. Several children have acquired siblings from amongst their
friends; the poorer have travelled a long way on foot, or hitching lifts with horses and carts, while the richer children
elected for the stagecoach. After some research, one student informed me that she took the hackney coach from Port
Melbourne to Ballarat!

From the Tigereye Room
Here are just some of the things we’ve been up to recently in Tigereye…
Language
The year 4s have been enjoying reading and writing some different styles of poem including haiku, cinquain and free
verse. Some of the year 5s and 6s have been learning about different aspects of poetry such as rhyming structure and
the use of metaphor and simile. However, in more recent days students have been writing letters to the Sovereign Hill
schools where they will be going. This is a requirement for students attending the costumed schools at Sovereign Hill
and the students have to include (fictional) information about their families, what country they sailed from, how their
voyage was and how they travelled from Melbourne to Ballarat. The students have eagerly been researching
information about ships, the Irish potato famine, contagious diseases of the 1800s and other information such as how
long it takes to go in a horse and cart from Melbourne to Ballarat! There are many woeful tales of terrible tragedies
amongst these letters!
Art, Science, Geography
In art, students have been continuing our work on cartooning by making simple stop motion movies using the iPad
and the chalkboard. They are moving on to making more complex movies using colour and illustrated backdrops.
In Science follow up work, Year 4 students completed a group project on the first 20 elements of the periodic table
that you may have seen in the foyer area. We have also been learning about atomic structure and the shells or orbitals
of electrons. As part of our work in Economic Geography, some of the Year 5s and 6s have been investigating how a
particular product is made, looking at the different steps and different resources involved. Part of their work will
hopefully involve some of them organising a ‘going out’ to various places in the community to see for themselves how
some items (such as cordial or honey) are manufactured.

Classroom Meetings
Each fortnight on a Tuesday, we sit down in a classroom meeting and discuss issues and concerns that we may be
having as a class. Students are encouraged to put suggestions/ideas into our class meeting box and then we discuss
these at the meeting, sometimes voting on an issue where we feel something in the classroom might need to change.
The students are respectful and engaged in these meetings and I really enjoy hearing some of the ideas that they have
to solve problems we may be having as a community. Usually, students lead the running of this meeting and the writing
up of the minutes.

General News
Peer Support Update
In the coming two weeks Peer Support sessions will focus on positive self-talk. Children need to practise talking
positively to themselves. Your child will also learn to persevere, which will encourage them to keep trying in
challenging situations.
Children will also learn how important it is to take small steps towards achieving a goal. The children will develop a
range of strategies and different ways to think to help them stay optimistic. Ask your child to share their goal and
discuss ways you can provide encouragement.

School Lunches
Next week on Thursday the 30th of August Tigereye will be offering Spinach + Ricotta Rolls
or Sausage Rolls for $3.50 each.
Please place your lunch order form and money in the lunch order box next to the office
window.
Please consider the following list of ingredients when deciding if this will be suitable for
your child’s lunch: Puff pastry, mince meat, spinach, ricotta cheese, egg, bread crumbs,
garlic and onion.

From Admin
School Stream Update
School Stream are releasing a new update on the Apple and Google Play Store next week.
Please check that you update the app when it’s released. You can even set your phone’s app updates to automatic.
Here are the instructions for the Apple App Store (https://goo.gl/mvC9as) and the Google Play Store
(https://goo.gl/XCgkL1). As part of the release, our school app profile access will change from being password
protected to requiring each parent who wishes to have access, to create an account on the app. This is a quick and
easy process that will require your first and last name, and a mobile number, email, or Facebook account authorisation.
Once you have created your account, you will be able to access all of the new app features which will be highlighted
in the welcome video.

Lost Property
Our lost property shelves are overflowing with clothing and plastic containers. There is even a pair of shoes! Please
take the time to have a look if you think you are missing anything.

Illness
To prevent the spread of infection in the school, parents are requested to keep unwell children at home.
Please do not bring your child to school if:
 the child suffered from vomiting, diarrhoea or fever within the last 24 hours
 the child has an unusual rash
 the child has any symptoms of any form of contagious illness, eg. conjunctivitis
Children who are unwell will recover best in the comfort of their own home. Please do not put the health of other
children or the staff at risk.

Community Notices

HEAD SWIMMING
COACH
An exciting opportunity exists to join the
Beechworth Swimming Club as Head Coach for
the 2018-19 summer season, between
November 2018 and March 2019. We are
seeking a dynamic and suitably qualified
coach to lead the club’s weekly squad training
program and to support the development of
our junior coaches.

Myrtleford District Basketball Association
REGISTRATIONS OPEN
Hi all,
Registrations are now open for the upcoming
season.
This is the link to the website for registrations.
http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?client
=0-8236-0-424346-0
Regards Andrew McKerral
President MDBA
Ph. 0427512061

As proud champions of the Ovens & Murray
District Southern Region Inter-Club Pennant
Competition in 2016-17 and 2017-18, the club
is keen to continue its excellent record of
promoting high quality club swimming
opportunities for the young people of our
region.
The successful candidate will have a current
Working With Children’s Check and hold a
swimming Coach’s licence (or be working
towards).
To register your interest in applying for this
wonderful position, please email the
Beechworth
Swimming
Club:
beechworthswimmingclub@bigpond.com

