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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

7 May 8 May 9 May 
Mother’s Day 
night 5-6pm 

Power Outage 

10 May 
Mother’s Day 

Stall 

11 May 
Coffee Morning  
Messy Play May 

12/13 May 
Mother’s Day 
(Sunday 13th) 

14 May 15 May 
NAPLAN 

16 May 
NAPLAN 

17 May 
NAPLAN 

18 May 
Coffee Morning 

Turquoise sleepover 
“Screenagers” 
Documentary 

Meals on Wheels 

19/20 May 

21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 
Crazy hair day- 

Gold coin 
donation 

25 May 
Coffee Morning  

Moonstone sleepover 

 

26/27 May 

28 May 29 May 30 May 31 May 1 June 
Coffee Morning  

2/3 June 

4 June 
 

5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 
School Closure - Pupil 

Free Day 

9/10 June 

11 June 
School Closure - 

Queen’s 
Birthday  

12 June 13 June 14 June 
First Aid in 

schools 1-2pm 

15 June 
Coffee Morning  

Meals on Wheels 

16/17 June 

18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 22 June 
Coffee Morning  

23/24 June 

25 June 26 June 27 June 28 June 29 June 
Coffee Morning  
Last day of term 
(2.15pm finish) 

30 June/ 
1 July 

Term 2 - Week 4 
8th May 2018 

 

2018 Term Dates: Term 1 - 31st January – 29th March (9 weeks) 

    Term 2 – 16th April – 29th June (11 weeks) 

    Term 3 – 16th July – 21st September (10 weeks) 

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks) 
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A note from Susi 
If we had to explain what the essential elements of a Montessori school were, terms such as multi-age classrooms, the 
three hour work cycle, the prepared environment and the development of independence, would come to mind. What 
we don’t often hear are specific Montessori terms that are foundational to the method but potentially problematic if 
misunderstood, for example, ‘normalisation’.  Normalisation describes the process in child development that occurs 
in the Montessori classroom. It is both an outcome and a process, a continuum that the child can move along 
backwards or forward, depending upon the child's specific needs and the supports required. Children are guided along 
a path to becoming a confident, contributing member of their classroom community and demonstrate: 

 love of order 

 love of work 

 spontaneous concentration 

 attachment to reality 

 sublimation of the possessive instinct 

 power to act from real choice 

 obedience, independence and initiative 

 spontaneous self-discipline 

 joy 

 
Maria Montessori cited normalisation as, “The most important single result of our whole work.” (The Absorbent Mind, 
1949).  Although initially the word may make us cringe but once explained in the context of the Montessori philosophy 
it’s not so bad!  

 
In partnership with the local community – working towards sustainability  
Recently the school hosted a “How to make a wicking bed workshop’ by the Beechworth Food Co-op.  Wicking beds 
are one of the most effective ways to grow an abundant 'above ground garden'. Af ter much discussion about 
where to site the gardens and in what sort of tank, two beds were built in the Cycle 2 outdoor classroom for 
the use by students. A big thank you to Scott Crameri and Charlie Showers for 2 -3 hours of jackhammering 
to prepare the bank for the garden beds and to Jade Showers for offering to host the workshop at the school.  

 
Parent education evening, discussions around ‘screen time’. 
Facilitated by Matt Davidson, the evening was well attended and provided a space for parents to voice their thoughts 
and listen to others. Many thanks to Matt Davidson for his time and guidance. 
Some of the concerns raised: 

 Part of childhood is about problem solving, working out strategies and solutions to everyday life issues and 

the space to grow and develop without the onslaught of media. 

 Screen time is interfering with a child’s learning of sensory explorations and the complexity of relationships.  

 Primary children are experiencing social media platforms through online gaming at a very young age.  

 Teachers are observing a decline in children’s resilience, self-determination, desire for hard work, undisturbed 

concentration and sense of pride in their classroom achievements and a preference towards instant 

gratification of screen based activities. 

Some of the solutions: 

 A number of different models were discussed from banning/no use, supervision, freedom within boundaries 

with what is deemed acceptable by the family. 

 Parents can put controls on what their children can do and limit their access time to screens. 

 Research on the computer can be supervised and parents can be involved to create discussion and deeper 

understandings. 

 If screen time is restricted be prepared to fill the void and invest the time for unstructured, nature based 

activities eg bush walking, board games with the family 

 
Where to next?  
The film Screenagers followed by a facilitated discussion will be screened on Friday 18 May at 6.30pm in the hall.  



 

Cycle 2 News 
From the Moonstone and Turquoise Room 

 

Cycle 2 and Routines 

Routines form a very important part of a Cycle 2 room.  A consistent structure provides 
freedom for the children who learn to function independently in the classroom; it reduces 
anxiety for some children particularly sensitive to this, and it empowers the teacher by 
allowing them to focus on the progress of individual children as they interact with the 
prepared environment.  

Though we are still governed by the clock and the calendar like the rest of the world, 
freedom of choice within a regular routine is an important part of our classrooms.  

The consistency of an established schedule also promotes what Maria Montessori called 
normalisation. The normalisation of children is greatly enhanced by their security of 
knowing what to expect. When children are familiar with the routines they feel secure. 
This then allows them the freedom to concentrate and work. As we provide these 
predictable patterns for the children in each classroom they become more self-confident 
and inner-directed, leading to Maria Montessori’s normalisation. 

 
 

 

 

Cycle 3 News 
 

Cycle 3 News 
From the Topaz Room 
Last week Topaz was in full swing preparing for the Anzac Day Ceremony.  Four students drew an enormous sign, while 
others crafted the Australian and New Zealand flags, made poppies and created a wreath.  With less time to practise 
than last year but more experience, the Ceremony went off beautifully again, and the four students who spoke about 
their relatives in the war were photographed afterwards for the newspaper.  Thanks to all the amazing students who 
contributed! 
 
The classroom is presently budding forth biomes.  A rainforest has almost been completed, replete with trees, vines 
and animals such as sloths and snakes, while two Polar regions are underway.  Some younger students have been 
doing delightful work on the body cover of vertebrates (more varied than you might imagine) and parts of the flower, 
while many are looking at the symbiotic relationships of animals and other living creatures.  Four students wrote 



 

stories and recounts using similes, while others created posters showing the six types of adjectives.  Two students 
began creating bones with clay, in order to build a Palaeolithic bone house.  Palaeolithic people had it much easier, of 
course – they just had to kill an animal or find the bones.  
 
Slime has been a focus for several weeks.  Slime is a student favourite and a teacher least-favourite.  However, after I 
specified that it had to be written up as an experiment (that should put them off, I thought!), the two students dived 
with great concentration into the experiments pack and did a thorough write up of the experiment they planned.  
What can one do in the face of such application?  So, there was slime with glitter, slime you could stretch till it became 
transparent, slime that went dry and crumbly, sloppy slime and squeezy slime.  There was slime of many different 
colours.  Every time I turned around in the classroom, someone was squeezing a ball of slime, and children were drawn 
like magnets to the slime-making table.  Eventually, showing supreme enterprise, the makers began selling their slime 
to eager ‘shoppers’.  Alas, this business venture had to be reversed – as I explained to the children, we can’t have 
students selling their work in the classroom.  With the experiment now complete, the slime has begun its journey 
home.  Good luck, parents! 
 
Last week, Sasha came for the first time to teach the children juggling.  It was a lot of fun.  Starting with one ball caught 
without looking, we moved quickly to two people, three balls, which most of them could keep going for a few seconds 
at least.  We look forward to more juggling and circus skills over the coming weeks.  Drama also began last week with 
Danielle.  Initially, the drama classes will be focusing on developing drama skills, but the goal will be to move towards 
producing a Cycle 3 play for later in the year, with everyone taking part in the area of their greatest interest and skill, 
be it scriptwriting, acting, costume making, prop or makeup.  Many thanks to Sasha and Danielle for sharing their skills 
with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Tigereye Room 
The students, Asha and I enjoyed having Courtney Webster come into Tigereye as a student teacher over the last two 
weeks.  Courtney is completing her fourth year in a Bachelor of Education and said that she was very inspired by her 
time in Cycle 3 as she had not had previous time in a Montessori setting.  Courtney said the thing she noticed the most 
was how students naturally worked together in small groups and helped each other with their work. 
 
Last week Elodie and Bertie rolled out the black strip in the hallway to show some of the younger students (and newer 
students) how very little time humans have been around, compared to the history of the universe.  On a 30 metre 
strip, humans appear only in the last one centimetre, represented on the black strip as a red line.  Maria Montessori 
developed this lesson originally with a 300 metre black strip (and 10cm red strip to represent humans) which would 
be rolled out with two people riding bicycles down a street in India!  I enjoy watching the faces of some of the students 
as it dawns on them how long 4.5 billion years looks like compared to the time early humans appeared (2 million 
years). 
 
You may notice some ‘Wanted’ signs in the hallway for various viruses that the Year 4s have been investigating.  We 
learned that viruses are not able to be classified into any of the five kingdoms as they are not made up of cells, do not 
eat and do not produce waste.  All they really do is reproduce! 
 
Well done to all the students for their efforts in cross country.  We now have 13 students who have chosen to go in 
the District cross country this Friday in Yackandandah.  Tigereye students have also been doing a bit of extra training 
for cross country (and just for fitness!) on a Tuesday afternoon in the Mayday Hill grounds just across from the 
playground, where we have made a short course.   



 

We continue to go on our Monday morning walks. Here are some of our observations on our walk today: 
 
I noticed that there weren’t many natural objects around the bower bird’s nest. Alta 
I noticed how slippery the seed pods were. Luke 
I noticed that there were very long sticks in a certain area. Sol 
I felt so peaceful I could lie down on the grass. Ethan 
When the weather changes, nature changes as well. Ruby 
People had made shelters out of sticks in the grove. Dylan 
Being outside is good for your mindfulness, it makes you more aware. Elodie 
I noticed that it was peaceful and quiet. Spencer 
I noticed the colourful bower bird nest. Tyron 

Social Enterprise in Schools Update 
A social enterprise is a business where more than half of the profit is given to a charity or a community organisation.  
There are 14 students from Cycle 3 (the year 6 students) participating in a program once a week run by ACRE to create 
their own social enterprise business.   
Susi, our principal, and Marty, a parent, are helping the students create their business.  The students make most of 
the decisions, and are about to choose what their business is going to do. 
The program goes all year, and we have already successfully arranged the Oddball movie night on Easter Saturday.  
There will be a display in the foyer showing the progress and how the program is running. 
By Harry and Berti (Cycle 3 Topaz) 
 

General News 
Anzac Day Ceremony 
Thank you to Ruby Brough, Brodie Cutter and Eletta Smith who attended the ANZAC day ceremony on the 25th of April 
and laid a wreath on behalf of our school. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Pizza Oven  
Donations of wood are desperately needed for the firing and curing of our pizza oven.  Let us know if you have some 
to spare, or alternatively, you can surprise us by dropping it over the fence in the Cycle 2 and 3 playground beside the 
pizza oven.  We are very much looking forward to hosting our first community event of “pizza in the playground”.  



 

Mother’s Day Stall 
Students from MAP have organised to run a stall at our school selling gifts for Mother’s day.  The following is a list of 
the items on offer for sale: 
Soy wax small candles (lavender, vanilla, cinnamon-apple) - $6 
Soy wax large candles (lavender, vanilla, cinnamon-apple, sandalwood, lychee-black tea, lime-basil-mandarin) - $8.50 
Lavender bags $1.50 each or 4 for $5 
Cards - $3 
Earrings - $6 
Small wheat bags - $3 
Large wheat bags - $6 
Organic tea -  $2-$19 

 
Letter of thanks for monies raised from the Barrowthon 

 



 

Community Notices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 


