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Term 2
Week 2 – 28 April 2017

The newsletter will be distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions.

2017 Term Dates:

Monday
1st

May

Tuesday
2nd

May

Term 1 - 1st February to 31st March (9 weeks)
Term 2 - 18th April – 30th June (11 weeks)
Term 3 - 17th July – 22nd September (10 weeks)
Term 4 - 9th October – 20th December (11 weeks)

Wednesday
3rd

May

School Photos
this week

8th May

Thursday
4th

May

MAP (Cycle 4)
Information Night
at Beechworth
Secondary College
6pm

22nd May

5th May
Cycle 1
Little Kickers
Incursion
2pm
Cycle 2 Sleepover
4.45pm to 8.30am

9th May

10th May

11th May

12th May

NAPLAN
Grades 3 & 5

NAPLAN
Grades 3 & 5

NAPLAN
Grades 3 & 5

Cycle 1
Nature Walk
1.30pm

18th May

19th May

Cycles 1,2 & 3
Mother’s Day Night
5pm-6pm

15th May

Friday

16th May

23rd May

17th May

24th May

Cycle 3

Cycle 3

(nominated students)

(nominated students)

Junior School Council
10am-1pm

Meals on Wheels
11.15am-1.15pm

25th May

26th May

Dates for the next 4 weeks will be listed in the fortnightly newsletter.
For any further dates, the School Stream App on your smart phone currently shows the next 90 days of events.
For the rest of the year please see the calendar on our website.
1

A note from Susi
When I returned from Vanuatu to visit my family in January I certainly wasn’t expecting to stay. I felt though that this
beautiful school could do with a little bit of help. So here I am one term later enjoying every second. Each day I learn
more and more about this wonderful Montessori community as I sit in a different seat, no longer in the classroom, but
able to experience the breadth and beauty across the Cycles. Meeting new families and catching up with families I
know well is a delight, working alongside our teachers, teaching assistants and office staff is an honour and seeing the
children busily at work throughout the day is indeed a joy. I would like to thank the Committee of Management, who
as volunteers, are contributing significant time towards the governance of the school and a commitment to the
Montessori way. Please call in for a chat and if you have a moment come and sit down at the new café tables at the
front of the school and enjoy the sunshine.

Update from the Committee of Management
The annual general meeting was held last night in the school foyer and the new Committee of Management were
elected. The CoM would like to thank our wonderful school community for their great attendance and contribution to
the meeting.
The elected CoM members are Dean Cleave-Smith, Rachel Kerkvliet, Anthea Scott, Jacqui Alessi, Nadia Dean and Karen
Chabaud. Office bearer roles will be decided over the coming week and communicated to the school community.
Have a lovely weekend!

School Photos Schedule – Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th May
School Photos are scheduled for Tuesday – Friday next week.
Please have your child ready to be photographed on these days. School uniform is preferred, please avoid bold
logos.
Class Group Photos
Cycle 2 & 3 - Wednesday
Cycle 1 – Thursday - Amethyst 9.15am, Emerald 9.35am.
If your Cycle 1 child doesn’t attend this day and you have ordered the Class photo or would like them included in
Class photo…please bring them to the kinder playground at the above times.
Whole School Photo is scheduled for Friday 5th - 1.15pm
If your Cycle 1 child doesn’t attend this day and you would like them to be included in the Whole School Photo,
please bring them to the school at 1pm.
Weather
Should we need to postpone Class groups/individual/sibling photos due to inclement weather, the photos will be
rescheduled. Friday 5th will be the back up day.

School Stream
School Stream is an app for smart phones that we use as a way of communicating with our families, particularly in
emergency situations. Do you use it? We have recently upgraded to a new profile and this year will roll out a number
of changes, improvements and additions.
To install the new profile - if you already have School Stream on your phone, delete
it. Got to the App Store, search for School Stream, install it.
Select Beechworth Montessori Primary School, the password is 42Gil.
Newsletters - all Newsletters are loaded onto the App the day they are distributed.
Contact - use this section to phone or email us quickly.
NEW to the app
The Forms section is new to our profile. In this section you can send an absence
notification and change of details notification.

ANZAC Day Celebrations
We had a lovely service on Monday to commemerate ANZAC Day. It was the first of
it’s kind for our school and hopefully the first of many. Look out for an article and
photo in the local paper next week.
On Tuesday Harry & Bertie Showers presented a wreath at the Beechworth ANZAC
Day Service on behalf of Beechworth Montessori
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Montessori Matters
Parenting 101: Quiet Time is Important
by Maren Stark-Schmidt
We get so busy doing, that we neglect to stop and consider our being.
A quote from Kurt Vonnegut reminds me of that innate human need to
maintain balance between doing and being.
“To be is to do - Socrates
To do is to be - Sartre
Do Be Do Be Do – Sinatra”
When we get the balance between do and be, life is improvisational.
Doing gives us experience. Being helps us take the time to assimilate all
that we have learned through doing. Taking the time to reflect about
what we have done and where we are going lets us decide what to do
next. It gives us time to make sure we are doing what we want to do
and making the progress we want – not just keeping busy. If we’ve taken
a wrong turn, pausing to ‘be’ will help us make some important realizations; if we’re headed in the wrong direction, we don’t need to go
faster. We need to stop. Our be-ing informs our do-ing.
Quiet time is important for our children to take their experiences (their doing) and assimilate those experiences into
their being. We (child and adult) need a place and time to simply ‘be’ – a place where we can stop in solitude and
gather our thoughts while having time to examine those thoughts.
Children need opportunities to simply sit, rest, observe, quietly explore, and be. We need to offer a balance between
activity and tranquil, undisturbed time.
Children bustle off to gym class, to swim, to dance, to lesson after lesson in order to maximize their learning or prevent
them from being bored. Instead of trying to cram learning with activity after activity, it is better to have an environment
where children can quietly explore, investigate and inquire with help from a guide. If a child is interested in looking at
rocks, an adult can offer a bit of information by perhaps pointing out the different structure of the rocks (igneous,
sedimentary or metamorphic) and then retreat, offering the child the quiet opportunity to do further exploration,
think, or simply consolidate new and old information.

A child’s learning is deeper when it comes from within versus being forced
by using flash cards, worksheets, questioning, and on and on.
If we each look at our individual style of learning, we’ll perhaps see that we learn best when we choose our activity,
do it to our satisfaction, and then have a period of rest or contemplation to unify our thoughts. When I’m mentally
stuck during a project, a quiet walk helps me consolidate new ideas and incubate my impressions into intentions.
Children’s learning and growing also need this time to consolidate new experiences and then to choose what activity
to do next to create meaningful learning. By the process of selecting what to do, our children reveal to us who they
are. With time to choose, learning becomes personal and powerful. Through their choices, our children are telling us
their likes, their dislikes, their interests, their passions, their weaknesses, and their strengths. It all begins with being
quiet and having time that is unencumbered with activities that aren’t evaluated, judged, or prioritized by adults.
When we fill our children’s days with busy work that does not tap into our being’s powerful way to learn through quiet
reflection and choice, we do our children a disservice. Our children need quiet time to let actions and thoughts sort
out and result in robust learning and growth. For optimum development, we each need quiet time, to sit and think,
and time to do nothing. Quiet time is important.
Do Be Do Be Do. A reminder to take some time to simply ‘be.’
Maren Stark-Schmidt is an award winning teacher, writer, and founder of a Montessori school. She holds a
Masters of Education from Loyola College, has over 30 years experience working with young children, and holds
teaching credentials from the Association Montessori Internationale. She currently writes a syndicated parenting
column, available at www.KidsTalkNews.com and is author of Understanding Montessori: A Guide For Parents, and
Building Cathedrals Not Walls. Contact her at maren_schmidt@me.com. and visit MarenSchmidt.com.
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