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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

29 April 
 

30 April 
BSC Open Day  

7-8.30pm 

1 May 
 

2 May 
 

3 May 
Bulb order forms 
due to the office 

4/5 May 

6 May 
School Photos 

this week 

7 May 8 May 
Mother’s Day 
night 5- 6pm 
Cycle 2 and 3 
Cross Country  

9 May 10 May 
 

11/12 May  

13 May 14 May 
NAPLAN 

15 May 
NAPLAN 

16 May 
NAPLAN 

17 May 
District Cross 

Country 
Meals on Wheels 

18/19 May 

20 May 
 
 

21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 25/26 May 

27 May 
 
 

28 May 29 May 30 May 31 May 1/2 June 

3 June 4 June 5 June 6 June 7 June 
Report Writing 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

8/9 June 

10 June 
Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

11 June 12 June 13 June 14 June 15/16 June 

17 June 
 
 

18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 
Meals on Wheels 

22/23 June 

24 June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28 June 
Last day of term.  
School concludes 

at 2.15pm 

29/30 June 

Term 2 - Week 2 
30th April 2019 

 

2019 Term Dates: Term 1 – 31st January – 5th April 
    Term 2 – 23rd April – 28th June 
    Term 3 – 15th July – 20th September 
    Term 4 – 7th October - 13th December 
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A note from Susi 
Welcome to Term 2 
 
During the school holidays there was a hive of activity preparing for some really exciting projects. In the Cycle 2 outdoor 
classroom, water pipelines and tap outlets were installed in readiness for the kitchen/sensory garden and the timeline 
of life garden. The design for a mural of leaf shapes was finalised and the Beechworth Correctional Centre team worked 
for 2 days on a variety of landscaping jobs including preparing the Ruby Room playground for further work. 
 
Another exciting project, organised by Cycle 1 Directors, Tameeka and Melissa, is the launching of an intergenerational 
learning program with the Beechworth Residential Aged Care facility. You can read more about this in the Early Years 
article in this newsletter. 
 
The first week back has been a hum of activity. On Anzac Day, Cycle 2 students, Lexi 
and Evie, laid a handmade wreath on behalf of the school at the cenotaph in the 
Town Hall gardens. This Anzac service was the best I have ever attended with a wide 
representation of organisations from our local community and impressive speeches 
by the Beechworth Secondary College school captains. 
 
On Friday, Cycle 3 students invited the whole school to an Anzac Ceremony in the 
hall. The students prepared the program, speeches and personal stories as well as 
an eye-catching banner. In music classes all students practised the Australian and 
New Zealand national anthems to sing during the ceremony.  
 
On Saturday, the Montessori Theory and Philosophy presented by Dianne Davis, 
was well attended by parents and staff and was indeed inspiring.  The Montessori 
way was clear, being the journey for each child as they construct themselves, 
moving through stages of development, building not only academic skills but also a 
deep respect for humanity and the world in which we live. What a wonderful school 
we share! 
 
This week we welcome 2 pre-service teaching practicum students, Julie in Cycle 1 
and Stephanie in Topaz in Cycle 3. Later this term, Jimmy, the assistant in the 
Montessori Adolescent Program at Beechworth Secondary College, will be 
completing practicum in Turquoise Cycle 2.  
 
Looking forward to a fantastic term! 
 
Susi 
 
 



 

 
Early Years News 
From the Ruby Room 
Welcome to Term 2, we hope that you all had a great and relaxing holiday break. We started this term with lots of 
energy and the children were very happy to come back to meet their friends and keep building relationships with their 
peers and staff. 
  
At this time of the year the mornings are quite cool, so we ask parents and 
carers to send children with appropriate clothing; e.g. a jumper or jacket for 
outdoor play. Please send at least two changes of clothes in their bags.  There 
will be times where they get wet playing in the sandpit or tan bark while 
crawling around. If you have a pair of rain pants or overalls for your child to 
protect their clothes underneath, it could be very handy.  It is a good idea also 
to dress children in layers, so if it becomes warmer around midday, we can take 
some of those layers off. 
 
As the colder months are approaching we are also asking parents to send a 
small blanket for the children who take a nap during the day.  Please label the 
blanket, otherwise we can write their name by using a laundry maker (if you 
don’t mind). 
 
A big thank you to parents for bringing wet bags for children’s wet clothes. It is 
greatly appreciated, this will help to cut down on the use of plastic bags. 
 
You have probably noticed that there have been a few changes in our outdoor area; recently the tyre mounted under 
the slide was removed by the Correctional Centre Beechworth. This is part of a new plan and design for the outdoor 



 

learning area in Ruby Room.  In the near future we will require a bit of help from volunteers for a few hours to help 
with relocating materials.  We aim to have this plan/design done in small steps throughout the year. If you are 
interested and can spare a couple of hours (or more) please contact Jess or Susi so a working bee can be organised. 
 
From Ruby Room Staff. 

 
 
 

Cycle 1 News 
From Emerald and Amethyst Rooms 
Independence 
Maria Montessori understood that in order to be free, one needs to be independent. Therefore, fostering 
independence will lead the child toward a sense of freedom and self-esteem. 
 
It is in the Cycle 1 classroom (3-6 year olds) where the foundations of independence are built. The activities that 
encourage the child to “do for themselves” are the cornerstones of the Practical Life curriculum and foster confidence 
and self-esteem. As a child learns to pour water, wash dishes, put on a coat, clean their work space, prepare a snack, 
and consider others in the classroom, independence takes root and grows. 
 
“Help me to help myself.” Independence and the Montessori Philosophy by Jennifer Shields  
Maria Montessori had an innovative perspective regarding education. She did not look at a set of skills or a body of 
knowledge. Instead she focused on the development of the whole person over the course of gaining maturity: 
“Montessori saw education as a means whereby children might develop their personalities so as to eventually achieve 
a mature and independent adulthood.” (Mario Montessori, Education for Human Development) Isn’t that what each 
of us wants? For our child to become an adult who can make good decisions, who feels confident and knows 
themselves, who can both accept their reality and work to make the world a better place? The fundamental foundation 
for this independence is laid at the beginning of a child’s life. 
Here is the link if you would like to read more: 
http://montessoriguide.org/help-me-to-help-myself/ 
 
As busy adults it is important to remind ourselves not to do for the child what 
they can do for themselves. With this in mind the children can walk to the 
classroom and carry their bag; they can complete the morning set-up routine; 
they can get their hat and put it on; they can prepare their morning snack; 
and they can recognise their bodily needs. In the classroom we provide a 
prepared environment to allow the children to be as independent as possible. 
To ensure independence develops over time, we provide guidance, support 
and lessons as needed. When making purchases such as shoes, bags, 
containers and lunchboxes it is helpful to consider your child’s independence. 

http://montessoriguide.org/help-me-to-help-myself/


 

What the children are doing in the playground 
The children were pleased to catch up with their friends and explore the playground. There were lots of gross motor 
activities, such as running, kicking and throwing balls, climbing the fort, bouncing on the mini tramp, and rocking back 
and forth on the grasshopper. Quieter activities that develop fine motor skills revolved around cooking in the mud 
kitchen, having tea parties, playing musical instruments, art and craft, painting on the easel, and doing jigsaws. Those 
children who wanted to play independently did so quietly and happily, while others played in pairs or small groups. 
Genuine concern was observed when friends fell over and hurt themselves, with offers to fetch ice-packs and running 
to tell staff.  
 

 
 

Intergenerational Program 
During the holidays, Susi, Tameeka and Melissa met with key staff members from the Beechworth Residential Aged 
Care facility to discuss an intergenerational learning program. The idea was well received, and we are very excited to 
announce that small groups of students from Cycle 1 will make fortnightly visits to the Beechworth Aged Care facility, 
starting this coming Wednesday. 
 
We intend to set up a mini Montessori-style classroom in the large open community room at the front of the building 
and are also going to take picture books for the residents to read to the children. 
 
There are endless references on the internet relating to intergenerational learning programs. A blog by Educa was 
helpful when thinking of how to make this work. It describes the benefits for children, including: 

 social awareness for communicating with older people; 
 positive attitudes toward aging and the elderly; 
 mentoring and positive role models; 
 someone to ‘play’ with; 
 an experience of community belonging; and 
 learning social skills in a nurturing environment. 

 



 

Please follow the link if you would like to read more about intergenerational learning: 
https://www.geteduca.com/blog/intergenerational-learning/  
 
We look forward to a long partnership with the Beechworth Residential Aged Care facility where we learn together 
and foster lifelong learning. 
 

General News 
Would You Help? 
What if it only took bottle tops to create prosthetic hands?  Would you help?  That is exactly what E-nable is doing – 

turning our waste bottle tops into prostheses.  E-nable links people in need of a prosthetic limb with volunteer 3D 

printers to create a functional, individual prosthetic. Below is a link which describes this process and the companies 

and volunteers involved in more detail, including a video to further your understanding. 

https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/ 

Jump on board.  Collect and bring in your bottle tops.  It’s a win-win opportunity – reduce landfill and help people in 

need.  

Many thanks in anticipation of your donations. 

Karen Bowey 

 

Bulbs Direct Fundraising Orders 
Our Bulb fundraiser has been extended until the end of the week.  If you have misplaced your catalogue and would 
like to order some there are a few spare copies available in the office.  All orders are due for return to the office by 
Friday 3rd May.  

 
Redgum Book Club 
Redgum Book Club catalogues have been placed in parent pockets.  All orders are due back to the office by Friday 
17th May.  Alternatively, you can place your order online.   

 
School Cross Country  
The Cross Country scheduled for tomorrow has been postponed until the following week due to predicated heavy 
rainfall and storms.  Please see flyer below for information relating to the Cross Country to be held on Wednesday 
8th May.   
Parent helpers are needed for the day.  If you can offer assistance please let Josh or the office know.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.   

https://www.geteduca.com/blog/intergenerational-learning/
https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/


 

 
Yoga for Montessori students - A message from Katja 
Dear parents and guardians, 
Katja is enthusiastic about bringing the gift of yoga to children and teenagers as they navigate their path through the 
different challenges of their formative years. Yoga has been her passion for 15 years, she is a registered PE teacher 
and a certified yoga teacher for young children, teenagers and families. She is a mother of two young children and 
yoga is a part of her family’s life. 
 
Your child will learn asanas (positions and postures), yoga stories, yoga art (mandalas), yoga dance, visualisation, 
pranayama (breath control), relaxation and meditation techniques.  
Katja’s classes embrace simple age-appropriate yoga philosophies, inviting children to view life holistically and with 
compassion.  
 
Yoga is great for all ages, personalities and lifestyles. The sporty child as well as the book worm, the extrovert as much 
as the introvert, special needs, the exam stressed or anxious teenager –  everyBODY can benefit from this ancient 
practice.  
 
Practiced at an early age, yoga encourages self-esteem and body awareness with a physical, non-competitive activity. 
Fostering cooperation and compassion—instead of opposition—is a great gift to give our children. There is something 
in yoga for every child.  
 
Montessori Primary School would like to invite Katja to run a 6 - week program in term 2 which would start during the 
week of 13 - 17 May. We are asking for expression of interest. Class time would be 45 min, cost $ 7 per student 
(minimum of 8 students). Payment needs to be paid in full. Please return the form (from the back page of this 
newsletter) by Monday, 6 May. Namastė    
 
Any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Katja Schönfelder. 
k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au / mob: 0407810604 

mailto:k.schoenfelder@yahoo.com.au


 

Beechworth Golden Horseshoes Easter Parade 

 
 
Community Notices 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

Expression of Interest for Yoga for Children at Montessori PS 
 

We, parents/ guardians of ___________________________________________ (name of child), would be 

interested in a 6- week yoga program for our child/ children. Our son/ daughter is in Cycle 1/2/3.  

 

Please encircle preferred day and time. If you don’t have a preferred time, please tick appropriate box below. 

 

Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

 

 

Thursday Friday 

Time 8 -8.45am  

 

3.20 – 4.05 pm 

8 am 

 

3.20 pm 

8 am 8 am 

 

 

8 am 

 

 

 

 

I don’t mind which day or time. 

 

 

I am interested in course, but for term 3.  

 

 

I would also be interested in a parent and child course.  

 

Comments/ Questions/ Contact details: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

My contact details (preferred is email address): 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

  


