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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

6 August 
 

7 August 
Newsletter day 

 

8 August 9 August 10 August 
School Closure -
Pupil Free Day  

11/12 August 

13 August 14 August 15 August 
 

16 August 17 August 
Coffee Morning  

 

18/19 August 
 

20 August 
Book Week 

21 August 
Newsletter day 

 

22 August 
 

23 August 
 

24 August 
Coffee Morning  

25/26 August 

27 August 28 August 29 August 
Father’s day 

night 
Garlic Salt  
Fundraiser 
Forms Due 

30 August 31 August 
Coffee Morning 

Athletics Carnival 
Maria 

Montessori’s 
birthday 

 

1/2 Sept 
Father’s Day 

3 September 
Cycle 3 Camp 

4 September 
Cycle 3 Camp 

Newsletter day 

5 September 
Cycle 3 Camp 

6 September 
Cycle 3 Camp 

7 September 
Cycle 3 Camp 

Coffee Morning  

8/9 Sept 

10 September 
Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 
begin this week 

11 September 12 September 13 September 14 September 
Coffee Morning 

15/16 Sept 

17 September 18 September 
Newsletter day 

 

19 September 20 September 21 September 
International 

Peace Day 
Term 3 ends 

2.15pm finish 

22/23 Sept 
School 

Holidays 
Commence 

 
 

Term 3 - Week 4  
7th August 2018 

 

2018 Term Dates: Term 1 - 31st January – 29th March (9 weeks) 

    Term 2 – 16th April – 29th June (11 weeks) 

    Term 3 – 16th July – 21st September (10 weeks) 

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks) 
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A note from Susi 
It’s the time of year when parents are looking at options for schooling for 2019 whether it be commencing kindergarten 

or the first year of school. When touring the kindergarten and school with parents, I point out that what makes 

Montessori different is not only the beautifully prepared environment, abundant with Montessori materials and 

activities, but also the incredibly rich curriculum, and that each child within the classroom community is learning at 

their own pace in their own way.  

When we step into the classrooms, the children are busily working independently, attending individual or small group 

lessons, or preparing a meal in the kitchen, and rarely notice the onlookers. I explain that within this classroom 

community, each child is given as much opportunity as they need for repetition, consolidation, application and 

extension, in each curriculum area, including social and emotional learning.  It is in this way children become confident 

learners, are more willing to take on challenges, to solve problems and to persevere.  

Seeing Montessori in action, is a brilliant way to demonstrate the uniqueness of our programs and marvel at the 

richness of what is Montessori. For current parents, know that you are always welcome to book an observation in the 

classrooms too. 

Regards Susi 

Annual Report 
Beechworth Montessori School Annual Report is now publicly available on the school website and there is also a 
printed copy available in the foyer. The purpose of the school annual report is to inform parents and the wider school 
community of the school's successes, activities and achievements throughout the year, and to meet Commonwealth 
and State legislative requirements.  

Many thanks to Nikki and Asha for organising the plants and rotating the groups of Cycle 2 and Cycle 3 students 

throughout the day to celebrate National Tree Planting Day.  

Yummy pizzas! Cooked at the inaugural pizza oven firing and cooking event. 

 

Celebrating Book Week 20 – 24 August  
Cycle 3 students are planning class specific celebrations. 
Cycle 1 students will be bringing their favourite book to share. 
Cycle 2 will be enjoying an old favourite Dr Seuss. Check out the back page of the 
newsletter for more details. 
 

Celebrating International Peace Day 21 September 
On the last day of this term - Friday 21 September, we will be celebrating International Peace Day.  International Peace 

Day is celebrated on September 21 each year to recognise the efforts of those who have worked hard to end conflict 

and promote peace. We invite you to come and celebrate with us, in the form of a short ceremony in the afternoon.  

This year, we are focusing on Nelson Mandela. In preparation for this day, students have been learning about Nelson 

Mandela, his contribution to world peace, and what life was like for black people during Apartheid in South Africa.  We 



 

have also been learning "Asimbonanga" in music class, which we will sing as a whole school during the ceremony. 

"Asimbonanga"  - which means "we have not seen him" - is a beautiful song Johnny Clegg wrote for Nelson Mandela 

when he was in prison.  

The incredibility of many students when learning about Apartheid, has been very touching.  Cycle 1 children, in 

particular, find it quite hard to imagine anything other than a just and peaceful world. It reminds us of how lucky we 

are.  

Many things that we take for granted, such as living in 

freedom and safety, being able to go to school, choose 

where we wish to live, who we would like to be friends 

with, and what we would like to become when we 

grow up....these things are still just a distant hope for 

many people around the world. In the words of Nelson 

Mandela: "Where there is poverty and sickness, where 

human beings are being oppressed, there is more work 

to be done".  

Please come and help us promote World Peace on 

Friday 21 September. 

Thank you,  

Amber 

 

Vote for the School Banner 
In Topaz class we are making a new banner for the school.   
This is the old banner, which we can still occasionally use. 
 
However, we wanted a homemade banner which reflects who we are: 

creative, different and inspiring! We are going to make it out of 

colourful material, using sewing machines and hand sewing. 

We have come up with 5 design options which we would like the 
school community to vote on.  We would love it if you could vote, 
because this banner represents our whole school community, not 
just our class.  The designs will be put up in the foyer on Tuesday 
the 7th of August and will remain until the following Tuesday. 
Attached along the bottom of each banner will be a small 
triangular, semi-circle or square cloth which each topaz student will 
design and create.  
 

Early Years News 
From the Ruby Room 

Welcome to Term 3. Ruby Room as you have noticed has been very busy; we 
are nearly fully booked from quite a few weeks ago with some scattered hours 
of care available.  This increase in demand has also inspired us to make physical 
changes in the classroom, so we can enable it to be easier for children to help 
themselves. These changes have a purpose of utilizing the physical space in a 
better manner and also to allow children’s independence. We are working very 
hard at making sure children have the opportunity to self-help.  We practice 
those skills every day, these skills can also be practiced at home such as: pulling 
nappies and pants up after toileting, putting shoes on, dressing themselves, 
looking after their belongings (especially for older children), setting the table at 



 

eating times and opening their lunch containers.  The list is quite long….everything 
we practice in Ruby Room is helping to set themselves up for the coming years.  We 
would like parents to practice those skills at home too and perhaps be patient with 
your child, sometimes there is the temptation of doing it yourself as it is quicker, but 
that is not helping your child, instead it is helping them to be more dependent.  
 
As our room is quite full, there are a big number of lunch boxes and containers 
during the day.  We cannot stress enough the need for labelling containers and lunch 
boxes.  As you have seen, there have been several relief educators around and they 
are not expected to remember each child’s unlabelled containers.  Sometimes it is 
hard for the regular staff to remember them too.  So please label your child’s 
belongings, this also applies to pieces of clothing such as jackets. At times children 
leave their jackets near their bags but not in the cubes or they fall out and it is very 
hard to remember which clothes your child shows up in during the day.  One day we 
sent a child with someone else’s pair of pants home, and another day someone was 
wearing someone else’s jacket, but both children were claiming the jacket, oops!! 
 
This is week 4 of Term 3 and we started the term with enthusiasm.  Children are enjoying doing their work and 
responding positively to routines, they are enjoying playing outdoors and we are also enjoying very much those 
glimpses of sunshine.  Lately we have been planning our activities focused on farms. There are several children who 
enjoy farm animals and somehow they are connected to farm life and what happens around it. We are very lucky to 
have such a number of farms around Beechworth and in between townships.  We are expecting to have a visit from 
some friendly guinea pigs this week, thanks to Lisa Adams’ kind offer. This activity fits perfectly with our theme and 
also with our Montessori Curriculum “Care of Pets”. 

 
 

 
 
 

Cycle 1 News 
From the Amethyst and Emerald Rooms 
Lunches 
A few parents have recently asked for lunch box ideas, so we have compiled a list of some of the more popular ones. 
Involving your child in choosing their own lunch usually results in more lunch being eaten. We ask that you please keep 
‘treats’ such as chocolate and sugary items for home, as children are often more inclined to eat these than the 
nutritious foods you have packed for them.  Please note, that while we do have a microwave for heating food, we 
must heat food to between 60o and 70oC for two minutes. Another alternative to keeping food warm is to use a 
thermos.  
 

 slice of fruit loaf/raisin bread 

 pikelets 

 pita bread sandwich 

 small handful of rice crackers or baked wheat 
pretzels 

 wholemeal crackers with a slice of cheese 

 Mini Wheats or Wheat Bites cereal 

 handful of plain popcorn 

 homemade pita chips 

 baked beans 

 vegetable sticks (eg. celery, capsicum, carrots, 
cucumber, snow peas) with dip 

 sushi 

 soup 

 corn on the cob 

 savoury muffins 

 leftovers 
 
 
Sandwich fillings: 

 roast beef, lamb or pork with tomato and lettuce 

 cream cheese, grated carrot and sultanas 

 cheese, pineapple and lettuce 

 ricotta or cottage cheese, tuna and snow pea sprouts 



 

 natural yoghurt 

 fresh fruit 

 salads (eg. tabouli, pasta, rice) 

 hard-boiled egg 

 homemade pizza 

 quiche or frittata 

 rissoles, meatballs, chicken 
 

 baked beans and cheese 

 avocado, bean sprouts and tomato 

 ham and chutney 

 egg, cucumber and lettuce 

 chicken, mayonnaise and lettuce 

 cheese and vegemite 

 

Medication Forms 
If your child requires prescription or over the counter medication (including ointments) during the day, you will need 
to fill in a medication form, which is available from staff.  This form details the time of your child’s last dose, when the 
next dose is due, and the dosage to be given. Staff will then use this form to ensure your child receives the correct 
dosage, which you are also required to sign off on when you pick up your child. Please speak to Tameeka or Melissa if 
you have any queries about this. 
 

General News 
School Lunches 
School lunches provide great opportunities to put practical life skills towards real life 

applications of catering, and provides another opportunity to come together as a 

school to share lunch.   

Money raised from each luncheon will go towards ‘giving back’ where the 

room/students will decide which local/national/global non-profit organisation will 

benefit from their efforts encouraging the children to think outside of their 

experience and how they may help others in need. 

Next Friday, (August 17th) Turquoise and Moonstone will be offering a choice of 2 

different soups,  Tomato or Pumpkin with a roll. 

Anyone in Cycle 1, 2 or 3 is welcome to order. 

How: Simply collect an order form near the office, attach your money ($3) and enjoy 

your lunch. 

When: Orders must be complete by 12 noon, Wednesday, August 15th, ready for 

lunch on Friday the 17thth. 

What: Please consider the following list of ingredients when deciding whether or not 

the lunch provided is suitable for your child.  

 Ingredients: tomato soup – tomatoes, onion, garlic, basil, zucchini, chicken stock.  

Pumpkin soup – pumpkin, potatoes, onion, vegetable stock, curry powder.  Gluten 

free rolls are available. 



 

Peer Support Update 
In the coming two weeks in Peer Support the students will identify their strengths. Students will explore the following 
important strengths - curiosity, kindness and teamwork.  Through the activities, students will be able to recognise 
which strengths they possess. They will realise how important it is to use their strengths in different situations.  
The students will practise developing their strengths. This will help your child become more resilient and optimistic. 
During the week encourage your child to share their strengths with you.  
 

 Community Notices 

 
 

 

 



 

 

SHERPA KIDS BEECHWORTH  
DO YOU ATTEND MONTESSORI – THIS 

SERVICE IS AVAILBLE FOR YOU - 

ENROL NOW! 
Sherpa Kids Beechworth is open. Enrol Now!  We are a vital 

part of the community. 

Enrolments are open please contact director or school for an 

enrolment form. 

 
BEECHWORTH BUS LINES 

Before School Care 

Depart St Joseph’s – 8.40am 

Go to the Interchange (High School) 

Arrive Montessori – 8.55am 

Fees per trip per child - $1.20 

 

After School Care 

Depart Montessori – 3.10pm 

Arrive St Joseph’s – 3.20pm 

Fees per trip per child - $1.20 

 

Before and After School Care 
A ‘typical’ Before and After School Care session: 
7:0Oam - 7:30am: Children arrive, Light breakfast offered 

7:00am - 8:30am: Children are offered a variety of activities from quiet 

reading to games and puzzles depending on each child’s 

preference. The main aim of the morning session is to 

have the children ready for a full day of learning at school. 

8:25am: Bus Pick Up to transport to Montessori 

 

3:20pm - 4:00pm: Arrive at St Joseph’s.  Roll call, afternoon tea and free 

play 

4:00pm -4:30pm: Homework or quiet activity 

4:30pm - 5:30pm: Activities for the day (i.e. Art, Sport) 

5:30pm - 6:00pm: Tidy up, quiet time 

♥ Warm, caring atmosphere 
♥ Children who are happily involved 

♥ A clean, safe environment 
♥ Variety of toys and learning materials 

♥ Open door policy 
♥ Nutritious snacks 

 
We are an approved Service  

Independently Owned and Operated by Sherpa Kids Gippsland  

| ABN 67 616 438 870 

 

Sherpa Kids 

Beechworth 
 

6 Priory Ln, Beechworth VIC 3747 

 

Educator: Kathryn Chivers 

 

M: 0490 830 633 

 

E: beechworth@sherpa-kids.com.au 

 

Opening Hours – Mon to Frid: 

Before School Care 

7.00am – 8.45am 

 

After School Care 

3.15pm – 6.00pm 

 

Vacation Care 

7.00am – 6.00pm 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORAMTION: 

 

Director 

Kerry Henry 

 

M: 0438 366 929 

 

E:  

gippsland@sherpa-kids.com.au 

 

 

 

Weekly Themes 

 

Mon: Art & Crafts 

Tues: Music / Drama 

Wed: Sport/Games 

Thurs: Cooking/Technology 

Fri: Fun Activities 
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 Celebrating Book Week 

with Dr. Seuss 

  

Monday—Fox in Socks 

Wear your favourite, your  

silliest, or mismatched socks 

  

Tuesday—One Fish, Two Fish  

Red Fish Blue Fish 

Wear red, blue or a fish or two 

  

Wednesday—Wacky Wednesday 

Wear your clothes backwards 

or inside out 

  

Thursday—The Cat in the  Hat 

Wear your favourite/silliest hat 

  

Friday—Green Eggs and Ham 

Wear the colour green 
  

  

  


