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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

4 June 
 

5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 
School Closure - Pupil 

Free Day 
 

9/10 June 

11 June 
School Closure - 

Queen’s 
Birthday  

12 June 13 June 14 June 
First Aid in 

schools 1-2pm 

15 June 
Coffee Morning  

Meals on Wheels 

16/17 June 

18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 22 June 
Coffee Morning  
Literacy/Writing 

workshop for parents 

23/24 June 

25 June 26 June 27 June 28 June 29 June 
Coffee Morning  
Last day of term 
(2.15pm finish) 

30 June/ 
1 July 

 
A note from Susi  
Successful Grant Application 
The inclusive nature of Montessori education is inherent throughout its philosophy, its values, and its methods. 
Montessori education specifically addresses the needs of all children. Our teachers work in close consultation with 
specialists such as occupational and speech therapists, child psychologists and visiting teachers and we incorporate 
many of their ideas and recommendations into the classroom – indoors and outdoors. 

Our school was nominated by our local Commonwealth Bank branch to apply for the Commonwealth Bank Foundation 
Centenary Grant to better support inclusion.  I am pleased to announce our application has been successful and we 
are to be awarded $10 000 towards developing the Cycle 2 outdoor classroom to offer access and challenges, sensory 
and physical experiences, for the benefit of all students. We will be busily planning this term and commencing works 
next term with lots of before and after photos recording the project! 

 

Term 2 - Week 8 
5th June 2018 

 

2018 Term Dates: Term 1 - 31st January – 29th March (9 weeks) 

    Term 2 – 16th April – 29th June (11 weeks) 

    Term 3 – 16th July – 21st September (10 weeks) 

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks) 
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Tidy Towns Judging 
We are expecting a visit from the Tidy Town judges on Thursday 21 June to view our plans for the playground and 
outdoor classrooms as well as the works accomplished to date such as the wicking beds. The school is in the very 
beginning stages of developing the theme of ‘education for sustainability’ across the school from operational to 
curriculum development. More on this topic will be coming soon.  Thank you to Jade and Charlie Showers for working 
with the Cycle 2 students to complete the wicking beds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pizza Oven 
You may have noticed smoke puffing out of the pizza oven over the past two weeks as the oven cures readying itself 
for cooking. Thank you to the many people who have dropped off wood and kept the fire going over many hours and 
many days. It’s not long now and we will be celebrating, over a slice of pizza, the amazing effort of our parents and 
friends to build this beautiful oven.  
 
Congratulations to Ethan and Eli for making it through to the next round of cross country at regionals in Winton. 
 
Regards, Susi 
 

Cycle 2 News 
From the Turquoise and Moonstone Rooms 
Why sleepovers? 
Sleepovers are an excellent, fun and safe way for children to experience a night away from home in a familiar 
environment. They allow children to further develop their own grace and courtesy skills within a trusted social group. 
Children quickly experience success, particularly in relation to their increasing independence, and as with any 
Montessori activity or skill, the experience is carefully prepared and thoughtfully scaffolded for each individual. 
 
Historically school sleepovers commenced when camps for Cycle 2 became too expensive and options nearby were 
limited and limiting.  But why encourage and promote sleepovers for our Montessori children? Here are some further 
reasons:  
Success away from home 
With families living further afield, many children now don’t get the opportunity to sleep with extended family without 
parents.  As such, their peers become their extended family and their Montessori room a familiar, comfortable and 
safe place to experience sleeping away from home, often for the very first time. 
Independence of self 
Children are guided to be responsible for eating together in a large, social environment; being responsible for their 
own belongings and bedding; getting dressed and undressed, and preparing for bed. For some children it may be their 
first experience at putting themselves to sleep without their parent’s assistance. 
Social development 
Children experience routines different to those of home…new bed times, perhaps 
sharing a large room with many bodies(!) for the first time, tasting new foods, 
participating in group activities and games, all the while learning to respectfully advocate 
for their own needs. 
 
As you can see, sleepovers further promote the keystones of Montessori as being child 

centered, encouraging independence, offering multi-aged experiences, and most 

importantly, offering the first steps (and allowing 3 years of practice) before launching 

into the Cycle 3 camps program in which the above skills are further extended and 

challenged and home is not just a phone call away. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycle 3 News 

From the Topaz Room 
Early in the term, the children were shown the ancient Japanese art 
of braiding called Kumihimo.  Weaving silken threads around a round 
or square foam frame in various configurations produced braids of 
many different types – spirals, round, flat – and patterns.  Kumihimo 
took off quickly and proved unstoppable.  The children loved it and 
willingly taught each other.  For about three weeks, we had Kumihimo 
every day.  In the end I had to collect all the Kumihimo frames each 
morning if anything beyond braiding was to happen, giving them back 
once the essentials had been completed.  Fortunately, there were 
only eight frames, but a couple of the children had the initiative to 
create their own frames.  Other focuses this term have been the 
combining experiments, the Year 4 work on creating an electrical 
charge using brass, copper and lemons, and, in maths, lots of 
squaring, cubing and square root work. 
  
In Week 5, Topaz began our fortnightly library/shopping visits, 
walking down to the Bee Shop all together and then splitting in two, 
the shoppers heading for groceries with Asha and the other children 
to the library.  Many settled down rapidly into comfortable chairs in 
the junior fiction section, while some of the older children checked 
out the young adult collection.  On our first visit, the librarian took all 
the children through the process of searching for, ordering and 
renewing books via the online library site, and there are always one 
or two children perched along the computer counter, searching.  The 
visits have proved very positive.  Since we began visiting, children 
who previously weren’t interested in reading have been absorbed in 
books during reading time, while the always-avid readers have been 
discussing and passing on favourite books.   
 
Friday of Week 7 was our first Topaz Juice Bar day.  We decided to offer juice every couple of weeks during the terms 
to raise money for the Cycle 3 garden project.  Admin staff were super-helpful in our preparations, suggesting sources 
of free or low-cost juice of which we were completely unaware.  Huge thanks to Sharelle and Sonja for collecting and 
bringing boxes of this fruit from Albury.  I had expected that interest would not be particularly high in the middle of 
winter, so we were taken by surprise when orders flooded in.  Slight anxiety about the process of producing so many 
juices began to creep through my mind, but the children were pretty happy and eagerly took part in maintaining a 
spreadsheet with all the juices, sizes, names and classes on it, and checking the money.  All great practice!  On the 



 

Friday, we had cooking going on in the kitchen and juicing in the art room, so it was busy!  The real challenge turned 
out to be not so much the juicing as organising and identifying cups, which had been collected from the buyers during 
the morning.  Some had nice clear names down the side, others had to be turned upside down to see the name, while 
some didn’t have names at all!  Chaos!  In the end, everyone got their juice but not at 12pm, as we’d planned.  So, 
during our Friday meeting, we discussed our first experience and came up with new options for juicing more swiftly 
(prepare some fruit the day before) and for distributing juice more effectively – next time, we’ll try 3 tables in the 
courtyard (large, medium and small, just like the 3 bears) where Cycle 2 and 3 children can turn up with their cups. All 
in all, it was an excellent business experience and we raised our first $75 for the garden.  Thanks to all our juice buyers! 
 
You may remember some of the students sent off formal letters to various businesses.  Well, to the joy and amazement 
of the students, a box from Smiths, full of packets of chips, turned up a week or two ago, in response to Ruby’s letter. 
Though I had warned them that businesses didn’t necessarily reply to student letters, let alone send freebies, I heard 
several children remark that if nothing came back from the company they wrote to, they were sending a letter to 
Smiths.  However, I think we might have done our dash with Smiths this term! 
 
One interesting facet of many students that I have been focusing this year is a tendency 
to give up or ‘dislike’ activities when their first effort is not successful or they make a 
mistake.  The tendency is to say (in a depressed voice), ‘I’m no good at …’ or ‘I don’t 
like…’, rather than pondering what went wrong and having another go.  Yet, mistakes 
aren’t failures or a testimony to inability: they are our stepping stones to success, as 
we figure out what works and what doesn’t.  This year, one goal for me as a teacher is 
to support students through the process of analysing errors and trying again – even if 
it involves some firm direction at times, turning a blind eye to protests and limp 
reluctance!   I am quite certain this is what Maria Montessori would have intended; and 
their reward at the end of this effort is success.  Parents can support this at home as 
well – don’t let them give up and walk away from an activity.  Instead, when you find a 
spare moment, take them back to it (kicking and screaming!), and help them to rethink 
and try again until they find the success they need to build their confidence.  One day, 
they will do it themselves – if we help them now. 
 

From the Tigereye Room 

 

This week we sat down as a class and we looked at photos from the last few weeks on the data projector. I asked the 

children if they could describe what was happening in the photo and what they learned when they were doing it. 

  

Well done to Mya, Eli, Harry, Anouk, Elodie and Ethan for competing in the Upper Hume Cross Country and 

congratulations to Eli and Ethan for making it through to the Regional Cross Country in Winton. Many thanks to 

Danielle Bell and Alex Player for cross country transport. Also thank you to Deb Rahaley for coming as a parent helper 

to Wonga Wetlands. 

Making pinch pots with Asha. We learned 
how to shape the clay and how to create 
the base. We also created coil pots. We 
used a slurry to put on our shape and it 
acts as a glue. 
 

We cooked a yummy gnocci 
lunch. We learn cooking skills  
and how to make lots of 
different foods. Also we learn 
about communicating in a team 
so that we can help others in a 
nice way. 

We went shopping for ingredients for 
cooking. We learn to be more 
independent and responsible because 
Asha gets us to do this by ourselves, 
while she waits for us at the front of the 
supermarket. We also learn about 
budgeting. 



 

 

 
 
General News 
School Lunches 
School lunches provide great opportunities to put practical life skills towards real life applications of catering, 

and provides another opportunity to come together as a school to share lunch.   

Money raised from each luncheon will go towards ‘giving back’ where the room/students will decide which 

local/national/global non-profit organisation will benefit from their efforts encouraging the children to think 

outside of their experience and how they may help others in need. 

Next Friday, (June 15th) Turquoise and Moonstone will be offering a Cheesy Tuna Pasta Bake – this is the 

favourite for Cycle 2 sleepovers and is always very popular. 

Anyone in Cycle 1, 2 or 3 is welcome to order. 

How: Simply collect an order form near the office, attach your money 

($3) and enjoy your lunch. 

When: Orders must be complete by 12 noon, Wednesday, June 13th, 

ready for lunch on Friday the 15thth. 

What: Please consider the following list of ingredients when deciding 

whether or not the lunch provided is suitable for your child.  Ingredients:  

carrot, peas, corn, milk, flour, butter, tuna, pasta, cheese. 

 
Literacy Workshop for Parents 
Beechworth Montessori School is hosting the following workshops 
for parents: 
Writing Workshop Friday 22nd June, 3.15 – 5.15pm.  To register: 
https://goo.gl/gDuHYz  
Literacy Workshop Friday 22nd June 6.00 – 8.30pm.  To register: 
https://goo.gl/fUAU2N 
For more information: Ph: 0402 156 567 or email: 
lfawcett@crackingtheabccode.com 
These workshops are particularly relevant to cycle 2 and 3 families. 

We went to Wonga 
Wetlands and went 
birdwatching. We learned 
about some of the different 
sounds and colours of birds. 
We learned about how the 
cockatoos like to eat the 
seed of the fruit and make a 
mess of the rest. There were 
lots of species of birds like 
willy wagtail, galah, black 
swan, wrens, yellow 
rosellas, magpies but we 
didn’t see them all. 
 

Sol making his 
Mother’s Day 
present- a small 
terrarium. All the 
mums really liked 
their gifts. Doing this 
helps us to learn how 
to plant things and 
look after gardens. 

We tested the water and 

looked for macroinvertebrates. 

Some of them were 

backswimmers, water 

boatmen, shrimp, nematodes, 

blood worms, catisfly larvae, 

mayflies, dragonfly nymphs. 

We planted trees and 

protected them from 

kangaroos, deer and rabbits 

by putting in the tree guards. 

“I liked Wonga Wetlands because we got to be outside”- Bertie.  

“I liked naming the macroinvertebrates.”- Stella  

“I liked getting to learn about different types of water and pH levels.”- 

Ruby  

“I liked being outside planting the trees” - Matilda  

“I liked the bird watching.”-  Eli 

 

Did you know? 
We have received a new delivery of school 
uniforms.  In stock are: 

- short sleeve polo tops 

- Long sleeve polo tops 

- Hats 

- Winter beanie 

- Book bag 

If you need anything please pop into the 
office and we can assist you. 

https://goo.gl/fUAU2N
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Community Notices 
 

 
 

 

WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
               Instead of feeling bored and lonely - 

                    Join Drama workshops. 
Use your time creatively, exploring ideas and experimenting with performance 

techniques. 

 Create your own characters or scenarios, props or costumes. 

Rehearse and develop your scenes. 

Have fun and see your imagination bear fruit. 

For three hours a day submerge yourself in creativity. 

Grow in skills and confidence to present to an audience! 

For more information contact: 

Wendy Taylor: 
(BA Theatre Production and Design UoB; Graduate Diploma Teaching Monash University.) 

0419567990 
Location: Beechworth 

Open to Primary and Secondary students. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 


