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The newsletter is distributed fortnightly with room reports appearing in alternate editions. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun 

TERM 2 
16 April 

Term 2 begins 

 

17 April 
 

18 April 
AGM- 6.30pm 

19 April 
 

20 April 
Meals on Wheels 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 

21/22 April 
 

23 April 
 

24 April 25 April 
School Closure 

-Anzac Day 

 

26 April 
Cycle 2 Parent 

Info 6-7pm 
Screen Time 
Discussion  

7-8pm 
Meals on Wheels 

27 April 
Cross Country 

Cycle 3 10-11am 
Cycle 2 11-12am 

Anzac Day Service 
2.30pm 

Coffee Morning 

28/29 April 
How to make 
a wicking bed 
veggie patch 

30 April 
School Photos 

all week 

1 May 2 May 3 May 4 May 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 

5/6 May 

7 May 8 May 9 May 
Mother’s Day 
night 5-6pm 

10 May 11 May 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 
Messy Play May 

12/13 May 
Mother’s Day 
(Sunday 13th) 

14 May 15 May 
NAPLAN 

16 May 
NAPLAN 

17 May 
NAPLAN 

18 May 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 
Meals on Wheels 

19/20 May 

21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 25 May 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 

26/27 May 

28 May 29 May 30 May 31 May 1 June 
Coffee Morning 

8.30-9.30am 

2/3 June 

4 June 
 

5 June 6 June 7 June 8 June 
School Closure - 
Pupil Free Day 

9/10 June 

Term 2 - Week 2  
24th April 2018 

 

2018 Term Dates: Term 1 - 31st January – 29th March (9 weeks) 

    Term 2 – 16th April – 29th June (11 weeks) 

    Term 3 – 16th July – 21st September (10 weeks) 

Term 4 – 8th October – 14th December (10 weeks) 
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A note from Susi 
I am very excited to be continuing as Principal this year and throughout 2019. I love this beautiful Montessori school 

that is supported by such a wonderful community of children, parents and educators. This year I am particularly looking 

forward to working closely with the newly elected Committee of Management towards the strategic plan for the 

school.  Meanwhile … 

Community Pizza Oven: Over the school holidays Rebecca Swift and a band of helpers completed the rendering of the 

pizza oven and it looks great! The oven is now ready for the firing and curing which takes 7 days and we need firewood.  

As a symbolic gesture of community, we are asking families to donate one/some pieces of firewood. To drop the wood 

off you can pull up in the car next to the pizza oven at the back of the primary playground and put it over the fence 

behind the oven.  After the curing process the oven will be ready for our first community event of ‘pizza in the 

playground’.  

Fundraising: The fundraising events of Easter Saturday went extremely well. The face painting stall raised $372 in 2 

1/5 hours and was set up beautifully by Kylie France who was joined by Skye Cutter, Karen Smith and Imogen Thomas. 

An amazing amount of families turned up dressed to the hilt to join the parade with our new banner flying out in front. 

Sales of movie tickets had been slow however on the night we had 101 guests and not all Montessori families. Fresh 

popcorn was served on the evening by Max Pfahlert and a delicious range of cordials were served by Julia from Billson’s 

Beverages. Year 6 students were the MC’s for the event.  The movie night raised $1026.90. The Year 6 social enterprise 

students played an integral role in the marketing and logistical planning of the movie night and as a result the group 

has been offered a 50% share of the profits for a startup fund towards their social enterprise, yet to be decided. 

Anzac Day: Each year our school is invited to lay a wreath on Anzac Day. This year Elletta Smith, Ruby Brough and 

Brodie Cutter and his dad, Ben, will be laying the wreath on behalf of the school. The commemoration commences at 

11.30am in the Town Hall Gardens after the completion of the march down Ford Street to the Cenotaph.  

Educating for sustainability: This year the school is planning and fundraising for the creation of outdoor classrooms 

and the whole school playground. Each classroom will open onto a defined outdoor area that is fenced creating 

opportunities for students to move with purpose between indoors and outdoors. Montessori education is guided by 

the knowledge of the natural world as interdisciplinary and whole; it includes literacy, mathematics, the sciences, and 

finding balance in life and knowledge. Within these spaces, students will participate in learning about sustainable 

practices such as producing food, creating habitats, water conversation, propagation of seedlings, identifying native 

species and enjoying the aesthetic beauty of beautiful flowers and aromatic plants. These spaces will include, where 

possible, the following features: 

 Frog ponds 

 Vegetable gardens/herb spirals 

 Seedling houses 

 Pond/fountains 

 Productive fruit trees 

 Plants with different leaf shapes 

 Native plants  

 Flowers and aromatic plants  

Asha Dilkes-Hoffman and Michael White have volunteered their time to prepare draft designs of the whole school 

playground and the new Cycle 3 outdoor classroom (see below). These plans will assist the school to apply for grants 

and provide a starting point for development.  

 Cycle 3 is currently setting up worm farms as part of the emerging ‘Gardening Program’. 

 

 

 



 

Draft designs of the whole school playground and the new Cycle 3 outdoor classroom 

 



 

Whole school playground site plan 

 

 

Cycle 3 Outdoor Classroom 

 

 



 

Cycle 1 News 
From the Ruby Room 
Welcome to Term 2, we hope that you all had a great and relaxing holiday break. We started this term with lots of 

energy and children are very happy to come back to meet their friends and keep building relationships with their peers 

and staff.  

At this time of the year the mornings are quite cool, so we ask parents and carers to send children with appropriate 

clothing; e.g. a jumper or jacket for outdoor play. Please send at least two changes of clothes in their bags.  There will 

be times where they get wet by playing in the sandpit or tan bark and crawling around. If you have a pair of rain pants 

or overalls for your child so it can protect their clothes underneath, it could be very handy.  It is a good idea also to 

dress children in layers, so if it becomes warmer around midday, we can take some of those layers off. 

As the colder months are approaching we are also asking parents to send a small blanket for the children who take a 

nap during the day, if you can label the blanket that would be great otherwise we can write their name by using a 

laundry maker (if you don’t mind). 

If your child has been sent home with spare clothes from our room, we are asking parents to return them as we use 

them for those occasions when children run out of changes of clothes and we don’t have many. 

From Jess, Kyia and Michaela. 

From the Emerald and Amethyst Rooms 
THE FORT 
At the end of last year, Cycle 1 had enough money left in the budget to purchase a wooden play structure, now known 
as THE FORT. It sat in deep storage during Term 1, and after many conversations Tameeka was able to convince 
Quentin Pfahlert to put it up through the holidays. Quentin undertook the exhaustive and frustrating process of 
interpreting the construction instructions, and endured the rain while digging holes and cementing the posts in place. 
Then with the assistance of Mick Ritchie and Richard Lloyd, they put the instructions aside and began to build. The 
staff and children in Cycle 1 would like to sincerely thank Quentin for his time and patience and also Mick and Richard 
for helping a friend in need. The Fort is a real asset to our outside learning environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BOX CONSTRUCTION 
The children are enjoying using their imagination and design skills to create wonderful objects out of small boxes, such 
as robots, trains, rockets, and cars. Unfortunately, we are unable to keep up with the demand therefore we are seeking 
donations of small boxes (cereal box size and smaller). 
 

Committee of Management Update 
Thank-you to everyone who attended the Annual General Meeting last week. It was good to see lots of discussion 
around the Principals, Treasurers and Presidents Reports. For those who were unable to attend these reports along 
with the audited financial statements will soon be available on the school website. 
 
At the AGM I was pleased to be able to confirm that Susi Allen will be continuing as school Principal through to the 
end of 2019.  This is a great outcome and provides further stability for the school and allows Susi to embed a number 
of initiatives she is working on. The agreement with Susi provides for an option of a further 3 year term should this be 
mutually agreeable, agreement on an extension would need to occur by middle of next year. 
 
This was our first AGM since three year terms and skills based appointments were introduced and the changes are as 
follows: 
New elected representatives; Jamie Cunningham, Alison Lloyd 
New skills based appointment; Martin Young (in the role of Treasurer) 
Re-elected representatives;  Dean Cleave-Smith (current term expired at this AGM) 
Continuing representatives; Nadia Dean, Anthea Scott, Jacqui Alessi 
 
Rachel Kerkvliet and Karen Chabaud both stepped down at this AGM and I would like to thank them both for their 
considerable contribution during their respective terms. 
 
The first meeting of the new CoM will occur next week where office bearer and portfolio responsibilities will be 
confirmed. 
 
Regards, Dean 



 

General News 
School Cross Country - A note from Josh 
The school cross country is coming up on the 27th of April and I am looking for parents interested and available to help 
on the day with recording and on course marshalling around La Trobe. It takes many people to ensure a smooth, safe 
Cross Country and so any assistance would be invaluable. 
Cycle 3 classes will be running from 10:00 - 11:00am  
Cycle 2 classes will be running from 11:00 - 12:00pm. 
As this is part of our Physical Education program, all students are expected to participate and we will be supporting 
them to ensure it is a fun, positive experience. 
If you are available or have any questions please feel free to contact me at joshc@bms.vic.edu.au 
 

The Sports program by Sports Teacher Josh Carr 
I am very fortunate to be the PE teacher at Beechworth Montessori School. We are very lucky to have access to such 

great facilities for our PE program, being able to use the oval, tennis court and surrounds at May Day Hills is fantastic, 

and to have our new Multipurpose Hall for the cooler months is a real bonus. The sports program encourages learning 

through movement in a safe and supportive environment and values having a go and giving our best efforts. I am 

Bluearth trained and incorporate games and activities from this program to complement different skills and sports 

being covered. We also focus on team work and being good self umpires, so not only are teams working well together 

but the whole class to ensure games and activities are fully and fairly participated in.  

Cycle 3 students have the opportunity to compete in various sports, such as Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics at 
District Carnivals and have the chance to progress to Regional and Zone competitions.  Students also have a choice of 
Netball, Soccer or Hockey to play at the District Winter Sports Day. I value the support of parents to help supervise 
and run some of these events to make sure our students have every sporting opportunity.  
I aim to make each session and activity inclusive, enjoyable and accessible for each and every student. If you would 
like to speak to me further about PE at Beechworth Montessori, please feel free to speak to me on Fridays.  
 

School Lunches 
School lunches provide great opportunities to put practical life skills towards real life applications of catering, 

and provides another opportunity to come together as a school to share lunch.   

Money raised from each luncheon will go towards ‘giving back’ where the room/students will decide which 

local/national/global non-profit organisation will benefit from their efforts encouraging the children to think 

outside of their experience and how they may help others in need. 

Next Friday, (May 4th) Turquoise and Moonstone will be offering Spinach Pasta Bake – this is the favourite 

for Cycle 2 sleepovers and is always very popular. 

Anyone in Cycle 1, 2 or 3 is welcome to order. 

How: Simply collect an order form near the office, attach your money ($3) and enjoy your lunch. 

When: Orders must be complete by 12 noon, Wednesday, May 2nd, ready for lunch on Friday the 4th. 

What: Please consider the following list of ingredients when deciding whether or not the lunch provided is 

suitable for your child.  Ingredients:  spinach, zucchini, basil pesto, pasta, milk, butter, flour, cheddar cheese, 

passata.  
 

SunSmart Policy 
Our Sun Smart Policy states that hats must be worn from the beginning of September until the end of April. Please 
ensure children have hats in their bags so they can play in the playground. Children without hats will be asked to play 
on the verandah in the Early Years playground and in the covered alcoves in the Cycle 2 and 3 playground. 
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Community Notices 
 

 

 



 

 New Kids and Teen Dance Program at 
Beechworth Fitness.  

 

Welcome to our new season of ‘Hip Hop’ Dance in Beechworth. Fresh from 
Melbourne Franja will lead you through the latest Hip Hop dance moves, innovative choreography and FLASH dance 
shows! 
Ranging from 5 year old’s to teenagers we encourage you to enrol your child in our HIP HOP Term Two Program. 
Each session will involve a thorough warm up, followed by learning specific dance skills e.g. spins, turns and some 
foundation gymnastics skills such as forward rolls, cartwheels and finishing the session with a whole class dance. 
So, come on down and join us at Beechworth Fitness on Monday afternoons, choose the hip hop dance class specific 
to their age and get Hip and FIT FOR WINTER !  
SESSION TIMES: MONDAYS @ BEECHWORTH FITNESS  
5-7 year olds 5.15pm - 6pm    
8-10 year olds 6.00pm - 6.45pm           
11-13 year olds 6.45pm – 7.30pm 
14 year olds plus 7.30pm – 8.15pm  
Dance Program commences 16th of April.  
$100 upfront for the term (10 weeks) 
Phone: Beechworth Fitness: 03) 57282 200 
Email: info@beechworthfitness.com.au or  
franjabailey@gmail.com  
Booking and payment by 13th of April  
No costume hire, No make- up, Just 100% Dance  
 
                 4 Mellish Street Beechworth 

mailto:info@beechworthfitness.com.au
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