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Montessori News 
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Cycles 1, 2 & 3 & Tiny Tots 

Term 3; Issue 3; 2009 

              DIARY DATES 
Term 4:   Commences Monday 5th October  

• Friday September 18th – End of Term 3, 2.00pm finish 
• Cycle 2 & 3 Parent Teacher Interviews –Tues 6th Oct, Thurs 8th Oct, Thurs 15th Oct 3.30-5.30pm 

• Sunday October 18th – Final working bee for 2009 - 9am-12noon 
• Monday - Friday November 9th – 13th – Cycle 3 Camp in Canberra 
• Monday & Tuesday November 23rd & 24th – Cycle 2 Camp in Harrietville 
• Saturday November 14th – Sustainable House Tour 

 
 

Volunteer Needed – Media Liaison Officer 
Do you have an interest in promoting Beechworth Montessori to the wider community via the 

media? Your role will be to generate press releases, pictures, articles and similar to the local media 
outlets. Contact Jade Miles (jademiles@greenergrass.net.au) for more information or to register 

your interest. 

From the Principal 
Below is Glen’s speech prior to the students singing “Light a Candle for Peace” on Thursday 17th September. 

International Peace Day Celebrations 
I would like to welcome you all – parents, grandparents and children – to this our celebration of International Peace 
Day.  International Peace Day has been declared by the United Nations and is held each year on the 21 September – 
the northern hemisphere’s autumnal equinox.  Since we are on holidays next Monday, today is our opportunity to 
celebrate International Peace Day. 
 
For many people, peace is associated with the cessation of something out of the normal – whether it be the ending of 
the terrible tragedies that have occurred during a war or how you feel once an alarm, that has been making its raucous 
noise for a half-an-hour since 1 am in the morning, has finally stopped sounding. 
 
Yet peace has another meaning.  Peace is harmony.  It is that very special feeling that comes when all things are 
working together harmoniously.   
 
Maria Montessori worked tirelessly for peace for the whole of the first half of last century.  For her work she was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, not once but three times – in 1949, 1950 and 1951.  Maria Montessori had a 
vision of peace.  For her, peace involved social harmony, love, justice, the pursuit of knowledge and the co-operation of 
individuals and groups for the betterment of humanity – this peace is an active rather than a passive state.  Montessori 
believed the real work of creating peace is through education. Education must foster the development of people who 
value themselves, who feel in control of their lives, for only then can they direct their energies to a wider community 
and work to build a better world.  
 
Montessori’s approach to education is child–centred and is based on mutual respect and cooperation. She believed that 
children should be provided with an ordered and secure environment where they are free to explore and discover and to 
grow. It is here that the child can do the great work that they have been charged with – to develop to their potential so 
that he or she can bring true peace to the world.  And, do you know, they do it in a peaceful manner. 
 
We will now listen to the children sing, “Light a Candle for Peace”.  This song has been composed by the Canadian, 
Shelley Murley.  She is the coordinator for the special event “Sing Peace around the World” in which Montessori children 
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all around the world will be singing this song next Monday.  It is not often that our children get a chance to be a part, 
and feel a part, of the much wider Montessori community.  In the singing of this song, “Light a Candle for Peace”, we 
are a part of the world-wide Montessori community working for peace. 
 

From the Committee of Management 

 
Here is a sneak peek at the “currently proposed equipment” for the cycle 2 & 3 playground. A final inspection is still 
required before our order is processed and this should be occurring by the end of September.  
 

Parents and Friends Group (P & F) 
Trivia Night  

A fantastic profit of $2844. Thanks to everyone who donated items, came along on the night, helped set 
up and pack up – Di Ingwersen & Pontus Jakobson, Kristy Howard & Paul McMahon, Allison Allen, Clint McWilliam, Jason 
McDaniel, Carly Visscher, Kylie Neil & Lara Block who all helped in some way. Special thanks to Peter & Helen Leach 
who donated their services with regard to the trivia side of the night. The third annual trivia night will be held in 2010 – 
possibly late term 2. If you purchased an item at the auction and have yet to play please contact Heather to organise 
this so that the accounts can be finalised or place payment in the fees box. Please include your name and what item 
was purchased. 
 

Fundraising Event– Term 4 
Sustainable House Tour – Saturday November 14th  
We need a minimum of ten volunteers per session (total of 20) to aid in parking direction and welcoming on arrival at 
houses. There are 2 main time slots:   9.30am-12.30pm & 12.30pm-3.3.0pm (i.e either a morning or an afternoon). 
People are also needed to help with set up/ serve coffee/catering etc along the way. We are happy to accept grandmas 
and distant relatives if you are unable to be there on the day. 
 

Enrolment Information 
Thank you to all the parents who were so prompt with their ‘Intentions for 2010’ forms. If you haven’t filled one in there 
are copies in the foyer. Please fill one in as soon as possible. These forms will assist us in planning how the two Cycle 1 
rooms will operate next year and our staff requirements across the entire organisation. Forms will be sent out for day 
allocations in Term 4. We hope to have the enrolment process for 2010 finalised by the middle of the term so that 
everyone is settled for 2010. For those families using other schools next year it is important that you return your forms 
with the name of the school your child will be attending in 2010 so their Transition Learning and Development 
Statements can be forwarded to the schools. This statement is a new requirement of the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development to assist children making the transition to school.  
 
Please direct all enrolment enquiries to Terie Quealy. 
 

Working Bee/Maintenance Update 
The last working bee for this year is Sunday October 18th from 9am – 12noon. A list of jobs will be distributed prior to 
this day. 
 

Uniforms 
Is there a parent who would like to coordinate the sale of second hand uniforms – mid/late term 4? Contact Heather if 
you are able to help. 
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TINY TOTS NEWS 
We would like to welcome more new members to 
playgroup; Zoe, Xavier and their daughter Charlie; Erin, 
Joshua and little Eadie - both families from 
Yackandandah; Carolyn with Jo and Dominic; Lastari 
with Annice and Henry, and Belinda with Oliver and 
Liam. It is wonderful to see new members and we are 
fortunate to have such a large and comfortable room to 
accommodate us all. 
 
We have Eva Allen who has just turned 3 years old, 
transitioning next term to Cycle 1 room in Emerald. We 
hope you enjoy pre school Eva and all that it has to 
offer as much as you seemed to have enjoyed 
playgroup.  
 
Montessori teachers recognise the importance of the 
child being comfortable in their new classrooms and so 
the child is able to move freely between her old room 
and the new environment she is transitioning to. This is 
true for all cycles throughout the Montessori school. 
Some children don’t return and others may divide their 
time between both rooms until they are comfortable to 
completely move on. Children transitioning into another 
cycle/room are always welcome to keep coming to Tiny 
Tots until you (parent) or your child no longer need to 
attend. 

The Amethyst room is now being cleaned after each 
session so those staying for lunch need only wash/dry 
and put their dishes away, wipe down the lunch table 
and empty rubbish bins. 
 
When your child has completed a piece of 
artwork/gluing activity please write his/her name on it 
as the pieces are not kept if unnamed. There is a pencil 
tied to the outside art easel that can be used.  
 
With the weather warming up could parents please 
make sure your children have hats to wear when 
outside. There is sunscreen available for use. 
 
Thank you again to Karen Hayes and Jodie Le who have 
volunteered their time on Thursday mornings (due to 
my absence) to assist members at playgroup and to 
keep things running smoothly. 
 
I hope you all have a restful break over the holidays – it 
can be a little tricky to achieve with little children but 
you can enjoy our beautiful town and hopefully some 
warm spring weather. See you next term beginning 
Tuesday 6th October. 
 
Regards, Michaela  

 

CYCLE 1 NEWS 
ACROSS BOTH ROOMS 
Well Spring is here and the garden is looking absolutely 
beautiful. We are so lucky to be situated in the middle of 
these fantastic gardens. The children have been eating 
lunch outside and in this last week have rediscovered the 
sandpit.  Instead of having to wear gumboots they were 
delighted to be able to play barefoot in the sand. 
 
Hats and Sunscreen  
Can all parents please remind their child to pack a hat 
for school at the beginning of term. We have a No Hat - 
No Play policy, so to avoid disappointment check your 
child’s bag. 
 
Playground Equipment 
We look forward to new equipment for our playground 
which is being ordered now. We are purchasing a new 
bike, new movement and skill equipment and a 
balancing beam as well as sandpit equipment. Thanks to 
the committee who were successful in acquiring a $3000 
grant which will make this possible 
 
Gift Wrapping Paper Needed 
We would like to have a gift wrapping activity nearer to 
Christmas so if you have any small boxes and left over 
gift wrapping paper could you please bring them in for 
either Terie or Kelly. Thanks 
 

EMERALD NEWS 
We would like to welcome Angus Webb, Eva Allen and 
Daisy Ryan and their families to our room. The Emerald 
room is now very full.  
 

Extended Day 
The Extended Day children’s reports have been 
distributed. If those parents have any queries regarding 
these reports or would like to be shown some of the 
activities mentioned in their child’s report please feel 
welcome to come and see either Kelly or Terie for a 
chat. PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS for all children will 
be held at the beginning of Term 4. 
 
Transition Lunches  
On Monday and Wednesdays the Extended Day children 
will have their lunch in the Cycle 2/3 playground at 12.00 
– 1.00pm. From 1.00 – 2.00pm they will have a group 
lesson with Botany on Monday and Sport on Wednesday 
with Terie. Art will resume on Friday afternoon. 
 
Family Trees  
Kelly will be researching family trees with the Extended 
Day children so could those families please supply an 
individual picture of as many family members as possible 
for the beginning of term 4. 
  
Have a happy and restful holiday, Terie Keri, Kelly and 
Wiggy 
 

AMETHYST NEWS 
How fast the term and the year have gone. Spring has 
arrived and its coming has caused the bulbs planted by 
the children earlier this year to flower. They look 
wonderful and really brighten up the playground. Our 
nature table has had a variation of bulbs in colour, size 
and shape. Also some late winter flowers such as 
daphne, wattle and happy wanderer were displayed with 
a variety of smells to experience. Some children carried 
out an experiment where a flower was placed in a jar 
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with coloured water. After a day or two the flower petals 
would turn the same colour as the water. We did have a 
lot of very blue daffodils and earlicheer. 
 
We have also been looking at the world using both the 
continent globe and map puzzle, and singing the 
‘Continent’ song which goes like this: 
‘Continents, continents do you know your continents 
North and south, east and west,  
and all around the world. 
Asia, Africa, North and South America, Australia, 
Antarctica and Europe too’ 
 
We have been looking at the left and right sides of our 
bodies beginning with feet and shoes, and have enjoyed 
singing the ‘Hokey, pokey’ song and dance. 

 
On Wednesday this week – our last day of term - we will 
be going for a walk to see the different ways spring has 
come to La Trobe’s gardens. 
 
We have also had Kelly Martin come and work with the 
children for the last 5 weeks for her last placement so it 
will be very sad to say goodbye as many friendships 
have been made but we do hope she might come back 
for a visit before too long. 
 
Have a safe and happy break and we look forward to 
seeing everyone next term. 
 

CYCLES 2 & 3 NEWS  
Across Both Rooms 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Reports are being distributed on Friday – last day of 
term. Parent teacher interviews will be held on Tuesday 
6th, Thursday 8th and Thursday 15th October from 3.30 – 
5.30pm. An interview request time sheet is included 
with the reports. Please see Susi or Heather if these 
times are not suitable. 
 
Hats and Water 
The start of term 4 will see the return of the school’s 
“No hat, No Play” sun policy. Students will need to wear 
a broad brim or bucket hat for outside play. This policy 
will also apply when walking to the library, on 
excursions and sport. Students should also bring a 
water bottle for sport and excursions as they will not be 
able to share other student’s bottles. Sunscreen is 
available at school. Students will remain inside or at 
school if they do not have a suitable hat. 
 
Trivia Competition 
After hearing how much fun the parents had at the 
adult trivia night, the students have requested their 
own competition and this is to be held on the last day 
of term from 9.15am. Students will compete in teams 
and have a variety of questions and games to 
participate in. Most of the questions have been written 
by the students and all students will receive a certificate 
of participation. Students are asked to bring a small 
plate of fruit or healthy food to share with their team 
members. 
 
Term 4 Physical Education  
Term 4 sport will be athletics and will commence with a 
visit from Little Athletics on the first Friday of term. The 
Little Athletics Program for Schools (LAPS) is a free 
program that provides a fun packed athletics session for 
students that is geared to the age and ability of the 
child. The session teaches children fundamental motor 
and athletic skills. Circus skills will also resume in term 
4 and will run on the alternate Wednesday to library. 
 
Flat Rock Excursion 
Flat Rock Excursion has been rescheduled to Monday 
5th October, the first day back from holidays.  Students 

have already returned the permission form with the $2 
for the bus.  Please ensure children bring a hat, water 
bottle and suitable clothing and shoes to walk and 
sit down in the bush.  They will travel by bus to Flat 
Rock and participate in an Art lesson with Mel Lunden 
and a botany lesson with Fleur Stelling. 
 
Chiltern Box Ironbark Excursion 
Cycle 2 and Cycle 3 class will continue the study of the 
Chiltern Box Ironbark in a day trip on Monday 19th 
October (weather permitting).  Students will participate 
in a bush walk along the White Box Walking Track 
accompanied by Fleur Stelling to learn more about the 
flora of the park.  We will have a picnic lunch and BBQ 
tea and complete the day with spotlighting for squirrel 
gliders before returning to Beechworth in the evening.  
Permission slips will be sent home in the first week of 
next term. 
 
Susi & Heather 
 

Cycle 2 
Cycle 2 camp  
This year the Cycle 2 camp was to be held at Lake 
Anderson Caravan Park in Chiltern because it made a 
good base camp for excursions to the Chiltern National 
Park.  However due to unforeseen organisational 
glitches with accommodation we have had to change 
plans.   
 
Cycle 2 is now heading off to the Mountain View Retreat 
in Harrietville on November 23 and November 24th for 
an adventure camp.  The students will be participating 
in on-site activities including low ropes course, flying 
fox and river activities (dam building, mini raft building) 
and gold panning. More information will be sent home 
in Week 1 next term. 
 

Cycle 3 
New Student Desks and Chairs 
Our new furniture has arrived earlier than expected and 
we would like to thank the parents and friends of 
Beechworth Montessori who supported the fundraising 
events that enabled the purchase of the new student 
desks and chairs in the cycle 3 room. Please feel free to 
come and have a look at our fantastic new furniture! It 
has been a very exciting time. 
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Student Diaries 
As an aid to organisation and taking responsibility, cycle 
3 students will be issued with term 4 diaries. These will 
be used to record excursions, events, special notices 

and other important events. Occasionally the diaries will 
need to be signed by parents. Your assistance in 
helping your child to develop their organisational skills 
will be appreciated. 

 
MONTESSORI MATTERS 
The Montessori classroom covers a number of different areas. 
The “Practical Life” area is especially for the very young child (2½ - 3½) and teaches her how to care for herself and 
her environment. Here, your child will learn to dress herself by using the dressing frames (buttons, snaps, zipper, 
buckles, pins, laces, bows, and hooks and eyes), to polish silver and to properly wash her hands, among other things. 
 
The “Sensorial” area allows her to use her senses to learn about the world. Here, your child will learn to judge different 
heights, lengths, weights, colours, sounds, smells, shapes and textures. 
 
The language, math, geography and science areas provide your child with aids for her intellectual development. 
Exercises in body movement assist her physical development and her awareness of her body and what it can do. 
 
Many Montessori schools add such areas as music, art, dancing, sewing, woodworking and foreign languages to further 
enrich your child’s total development. 
 
Montessori and your Child – A Primer for Parents  
Terry Malloy 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
St Joseph’s Primary School - Active After-School Communities Program 
The Active After-school Communities (AASC) Program is an Australian Government funded initiative encouraging students to 
increase their physical activity levels and improve motor skills in a fun, safe and inclusive environment.  This program is 
delivered nationally and is designed to engage children in structured activities after school. St Josephs Primary School is 
currently providing this program on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3.20 – 4.30pm.  The program is conducted for a seven-
week period each school term.  This program is FREE for the children who participate and includes a healthy after school 
snack.   
 
The program is not just for St. Joseph’s students, it is also available for Montessori students. Some Montessori students have 
already been participating in the program. Anyone interested in participating is invited to return the attached form to his or 
her classroom teacher.  Montessori students are able to get to the Active After-School program by catching the school bus 
from Montessori and getting off at St. Joseph’s ($1.10 per trip paid to the bus driver).  Parents are to collect their children 
at the end of the session 4:30 pm from St. Josephs Primary School. 
 
Term 4 - Athletics:  Run + Throw + Jump = Fun 

The fourth term program will be based on the successful On Track – Athletics Skill Development program designed by Little 
Athletics Victoria.  The program will go for 7 weeks and each session will include modified athletics games and activities with 
the aim of having fun Running, Throwing and Jumping. 
When:  Monday and Wednesday afternoons, 3:20pm to 4:30pm, for 7 weeks. 
Starts:  Monday 12th October through to 23rd November  

Wednesday 14th October through to 25th November 
Where: St. Joseph’s Primary School: Tiger Turf and ground behind the Old Hospital Façade. 
Cost:   Nil, Absolutely Free – Funded by the Australian Sports Commission. 
Included:  Healthy After School Snack provided prior to activities and followed by 1 hour of Active Fun. 
Special Clothing or Other Items Required:  Sneakers/Sports Shoes, Hat and Drink Bottle. 
Parents: All parents are welcome to come along to watch or to help out.  If you are able to volunteer some of your 

time to help run the Active After-School program please see Colin Bowey. 
 
If your Child/children are interested in participating in this excellent program, please complete the 
attached form.  You will be contacted with confirmation details.   There are limited numbers so please 
return your form as soon as possible.  If you would like any further information on the AASC program, 
please contact Colin Bowey on ph: 5728 2607.  
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St Joseph’s School Active After-School Community Program – Term 4 Athletics 

Expression of Interest Form –  

Montessori Students 
 
I would like my child/children; _____________________________________________________to participate in the program.  
 
Please indicate which session or sessions the child /children as noted above would like to participate in.  

 

Monday Wednesday 

 

 

  

 Parent/Guardian (full name):________________________________________________________________   
 
� I am interested in assisting with the running of the Active After-School program. 
 
 
Signature:_______________________________________     Date:_______________________             
 

 

  

Contact details for confirmation: 
 
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Violin and Guitar Lessons 

Contact Mel Thompkins 03 5728 6737 for more information. 

  

WANGARATTA PLAYERS PRESENT 

 

 

Seven Little Australians 
 

 

Friday 25th & Sat 26th September 
  Fri 2nd & Sat 3rd October 

2009 

8.00pm 

 

Matinee Show Sat 3rd @2pm 

 

Includes a Beechworth Montessori 

student – Michael Fryer Watson  

as Bunty 
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DA�CE CLASSES  
The Regional Academy of Performing Arts (Wodonga) will be offering 'introduction to dance' classes in term 4 every 
Tuesday for 10 weeks.  These classes will be lots of fun and a great opportunity for primary and secondary school aged 
students, both BOYS and GIRLS, to try some popular dance styles including hip-hop, jazz, contemporary and ballet for 
primary school students. These classes will be ongoing with the addition of more classes in 2010.  
 
The Academy aims to provide all our students with the highest level of training, care and enjoyment from their dance 
classes.  
 
Don't hesitate to contact Chelsea Skilton on 0409 781 755 if you have any questions. 
Where: Beechworth  �eighbourhood  Centre 
When: Every Tuesday   4pm-5pm   5yrs-7yrs 
                                        5pm-6pm   8yrs-11yrs 
                                        6pm-7pm   12yrs and over 
Cost: $138 (Term 4) 
What to Wear: Something comfortable and easy to dance in ie. track pants and a tee-shirt. And don't forget a water 
bottle! 
   

 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF ENROLMENT DETAILS 
 

Please complete this section and place in the fees box if you have any change of enrolment details. This includes 
changes to email addresses, emergency contact numbers, authorised persons to collect your child, etc. 
 
Name of child: ____________________________________                           Date: ______________________ 
 
Change of enrolment details. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


